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PREFACE. 



At a period when generalinterest is ex- 
cited by the dpubt whether Poland is to 
be restored to her political existence, or to 
be for ever blotted from the map of na- 
tions, the Memoirs of Sobieski, who so long 
sustained her glory and independence, can 
scarcely be read with indifference by a 
country justly proud of her own liberty^ 
and of the immortal holiour recently ac- 
quired by her brav^ sops in the cpmrnpo 
<;ause of freedom^ 

" I wishi*' said an illustrious Duke*, "it 
were possible to recall^ amongst the Sove- 
reigns noiir assembled at Vienna, the im- 

"^ In Oie House of Lords, Decembe 
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tnortal Sobieski, to remind them of the 
services he once rendered Austria, at the 
head of a Polish army, in relieving that 
capital, and driving from tiie Austrian terri- 
tories a Turkish invading force ; for surely 
such a recollection would decide the ques- 
tion, and Poland would be rendered free 
and independent/^ 

The epoch of Sobieski's life, so peculiarly 
critical to Poland, "opened a wide field for 
the exercise of his great talents arid' pa- 
triotic virtues. While yet a private indi- 
vidual, his sole genius saved his country 
from . vassalage to the Turks; and after 
the grateful voice of the Poles had elevated 
him to the throne, that genius spread so 
wide a lustre as to fix on him the eyes of 
^ Europe. , 

It ivastp Sobieski that Leopold IL 
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terned as a/last t^sowce, when 200,000 
-Turks appeared before Yieqina, from whiich 
capital be had himself fled with hig impe-^ 
rial family. This appeal to hia magnaim^ 
nptj Sabieski generously answered, and, at 
the head of the conibiDed armies jo£ the 
Empive and Poland, drove with ignominy 
frpm the Austrian territoties the mighty 
armament 3ent fofirth by the Pbrte for the 
subjugation of the Christian world. T&U0» 
whilst Louis XIV;, not/ ^satisfied with re- 
msing bis, assistance to the emperor, was 
secretly encouraging tbe enemies pf thai 
monarch, the king of Poland acquired the 
double glory of humbling the m^at for-^ 
midable enemy of the republic, and saving 
Christendom from the horrors with which 
she was threatened by the followers of 
Mahomet. 

To Poland the memory of Sobieski ought 
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to be dear as that of a paient, sbbe it wad 
by studying with the ifidutgence of a fo-, 
ther the temper of his subjects, that he was 
able to counteract many of the evils pro- 
duced by the inherent errors of its consti* 
tutioii, and to maintain dq ring his life its 
ranic among nations. The glory of his 
country did not sftrvive the reign of So— 
bieski; and her independence, corrupted 
and degraded as the republic became under 
th|it of Frederic Augustils, was easily con- 
quered when committed to the fisleble ^rm 
of Stanislaus Poniatowski. 

February M^ 18\ 5^ 
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JOHN SOBIESKL 



CHAPTER I. 

J OHN SoBiBSKi^ the patriot^ the warrior, and 
finally the king' of Poland^ Vfss born iu the 
year 1629 at his father's castle of Olesko^ in the 
palatinate of Red Russia. The families from 
which he was descended were equally distin- 
guished for the antiquity of their origin, and 
the succession of patriotic virtues which en« 
deared their memory to Poland. 

James Sobieski^ the father of the subject of 
these memoirs^ in addition to his appointment 
to the starosty of Javarow (1 *), received the ho- 
nour of being four times elected Marshal of the 
-•'t — — 

* See AdditioDal Notes at the end of the volame. 
B 



Diet (3), before he was called to tsCke his seat 
in the senate, as Castellan of Cracow (3); a dig- 
nity which he proved himself perfectly qualified 
to sustain with honour. 

He married Theophila Zolkiewska, heiress to 
the celebrated general of that name ; by whom 
he had two S9ns and one daughter. Mark^ the 
elder son, was a youth of mild and amiable 
character; but his talents were not sufficiently 
distinguished to prevent his being wholly 
eclipsed by lijs younger brother, John, whose 
actions we are about to record. 

Neither the high station which James So- 
bieski filled^ nor the many diplomatic nego« 
tiations in which he was from time to time en* 
gaged with foreign courts, on the part of the 
republic, prevented him froni taking an active 
share in the education of his sons. He ap« 
pointed for their tutor, Stanislaus Orchowski^ 
a man well qualified to discharge the trust re^ 
posed in him ; and devoted many of his own lei- 
sure hours to the preparation of a treatise on 
education for his assistance. ^ 

This work has been denominated, by a mo- 
dern Pole, the best practical treatise on physical 
add moral education which his country has 



3 

produced. He describes it as^ breathing the 
wisdom of a tender father, and the patriotism 
of an enh'ghtened. citizen, anxioas to render^ 
his sons worthy of the country to whose service, 
from their birth, he had devoted them*. 

The branch of the young Sobieski's studies, 
over which the Castellan personally presided 
was that of gradually developing the real in- 
terests of Poland ; and habituating his sons to 
write and speak in defence of those interests^ 
He seconded also the successful efforts of theifr 
tutor, to form in their young minds that habit 
of application which he had himself acquired 4 
and without which, as he well knew, no reason-^ 
able hope could be entertained of solid advati-^ 
tage, from even the most promising talents. 

The ardent and impetuous dispcpsition of bis 
younger son rendered him so susceptible of 
lively impressiotts, as to justify the opinion, 
that his character received .an early bias from 
the tenor of an inscription, engraven on the 
,— -■••■■ , • I II - ■ I- - 'f 

* James SolMeski wrote also in Latin, '' Commentaries oa 
ft war with Saltan Osman I/* who had attempted the con- 
quest of Poland. He had been present, and honourably di* 
stinguished himself^ at many of the battles he described -, 
particularly that of Choczim; ^ 

B2 



tomb of his maternal grandfather, which en- 
joined some descendant of that hero to avenge 
the disrespect that, had been shown by the Ot- 
tomans to his manes. Jam^s Sobi^ski, who felt 
that to a free country, surt-puhded like Poland 
by restless and intrusive eijenfiies, no talents 
coiild be more valuable in her patriotic sons,, 
than those martial ones which at once taught her 
enemies to respect her territories and preserved 
her independence inviolate, could not remark 
without pJeaaure the emotion which John be- 
trayed on reading this inscription. From that 
period the boy began to diisplay instances of a 
noble spirit, and a . thirst, for military glory ; 
which his father, was careful, without repress- 
ing, to temper with a love of justice,, benefit 
cence^ and ^cred respect for the laws. . 

When he judged them capable of profiting 
by the study of other manne/s, cusrtoms^ and 
prejudices, James Sobieski resolved on sending 
the youths into foreign countries, , where he 
exhorted them to employ their time in the ac- 
quisition of useful knowledge ; observing hu- 
morously — " As for dancings my sons, yoU 
will have sufficient opportunities of learning 
to dance from the Tartars*"— The brothers 



quitted Poland on their way to Paris; not then 
foreseeing that they had bidden adieu for the 
last time to their excellent father, 

France was just entering into the civil war of 
the Fronde at the epoch of their arrival ; and 
the political 'prinbijilesMh which AeSobieskis 
had been educated, naturally tenderf to interest 
them in the popiilar cause. This interest 'was 
rendered still warmer on ihe part of John, by 
the intimacy and ultimate friendship which he 
formed with the distinguished leaders of the 
League,— the Great Conde and his heroic sis- 
ter, Anne of Bourbon, duchess de Longcreyille. 
Of this friendship^ founded on an admiration, of 
their genius, he, through his Hf6,gave repeated 
testimonies. On his first introduction to the 
prince, yielding to an impulse of his native 
frankness, he told him that in his admiration 
of the illustrious character of a conquering hero, 
he lost sight of the splendour attached to the 
rank of a prince of the blood royal of France. 

Resolved to let no occasion escape him, by 
which he might be fitted for the great part he 
designed one day to act, John Sobieski pre- 
vailed on his father to purchase him a captain's 
commisaion in the corps of grand musketeers of 



France; by whic^i means he gained much useful 
experience in the tactics of that country during 
his abode in it. His laudable pursuits, how- 
ever, were from time to time chequered by 
others of an opposite nature. Endowed with 
remarkable advantages of person ; frank, ani- 
mated, and engaging, he perhaps found it scarce- 
ly possible, amidst the dissipation of Paris, to 
avoid some affairs of gallantry in which he be- 
came unfortunately engaged. The consequence 
attending one of them involved him, after he 
ascended the throne of Poland^ income unplea- 
sant embarrassments with Louis XIV. which 
terminated in a manner mortifying to his pride. 

Our young Poles after quitting France visited 
England, Germany, It^ly, and Constantinople; 
in which city they made a considerable stay, 
2|nxious to acquire an intimate knowledge of a 
power which was so frequently at variance with 
Poland, and on which John cherished the 
hope of one day avenging the insult shown to 
the remains of his illustfious grandfather, the 
inscription on whose tomb he had taught him- 
self to regard as a posthumous injunction par- 
ticularly addressed to himself. 

The intelligence of their father's death, and 



that an alarming insurrection of the Cossacks 
threatened desolation in the heart of Poland^ 
determined the brothers, instead of penetrating 
into Asia, as they had first intended^ on hasten- 
ing back to their own country. 

At that period (l648) Casimir V. had just 
succeeded to. the throne of bis deceased brother 
'Uladislas VI L the greatest error of whose reign 
was that of deviating from the beneficent po- 
licy of Stephen Battori (4) ; which uniformly 
protected the rights granted to his new subjects 
th^ Cossacks of the Ukraine. — Uladislas, to* 
wards the close of his reign, had been so un- 
just and impolitic as to connive at the a^res* 
sions of the Polish nobles, in the palatinate 
bordering upon that country^ who assuming the 
conduct of tyrants towards the Cossacks, vio- 
lated with impunity their privileges^ invaded 
their property, and completed the desperation 
of the aggrieved by destroying their churches^ 
Provocations so insufferable had kt length 
roused to rebellion this hitherto loyal people. 
They had been, on their first revolt, defeated 
by the Poles^ and compelled to purchase a ces* 
sation of hostilities by delivering up their ge- 
nera), whose life the Poles promised to respect; 



notwithstanding which they basely beheaded 
him. ^ « 

The second rebellion to which the Cossacks 
had been goaded, was occasioned by the atro- 
cious conduct of Jarinski, a Polish noble, who 
had been intrusted with a command in the 
Ukraine. This raan> a disgrace to his country, 
found there a respectable Cossack, by name 
Kmilienski/ living peaceably on his paternal 
property, which he had rendered valuable by 
the efforts of his own industry. The cupidity 
of Jarinski was excited by contemplating the 
possessions of the Cossack, on wtiich he en- 
deavoured toseize forcibly; but failing in this ' 
attempt, he found means to revenge his disap- 
pointment by setting fire to some mills o£ Rmi- 
lienski, dishonouring his wife, and, by way of 
climax to his barbarity, afterwards murdering 
her on the bleeding body of her son. The un- 
done Cossack demanded justice at the throne 
of Uladislas, and his comjJaints were echoed 
by multitudes of his oppressed brethren; but 
Uladislas was deaf -to the genera] appeal, and 
absolutely denied all redress (5), 

Sovereigns should shun the' danger of ex* 
Jilting, by injustice, the indignation of a bravQ 
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and loyal people. The timely interference of 
the king might have appeased the exasperated ' 
Cossacks ; his refusal created in them iKe most 
ungovernable fury, Uladislas did not^ however, 
live to see the dreadful effects of his miscon^ 
duct ; he expired at the very moment that the 
Cossacks, with Kmilienski at their head, were 
forcing their way, with irresistible impetuosity, 
into the heart of Poland, and putting to the 
sword every noble whom thiey encountered. 

At Pilawicez it was- hoped their progress 
would have been stopped by their encounter 
with the. Polish army commanded by the 
crown-general Potoski, an officer of high re- 
putation ; but the Cossacks, in whose leader 
despair supplied the want of experience, as ft 
did that-of discipline in his troops, gained a 
complete victory over these veteran forces, and 
ptished forward to Leopold the capital of Red 
Russia, which surrendered at discretion. 

Kmilienski, in the inextinguishable fury 
which agitated him, retaliated, with interest, 
every wrong which he had suffered; refining 
upon the insults that had been offered to his 
own religious prejudices, by compelling all the 
Polish priests, who fell within his power, to 
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Espouse nuns» and conform to the ritual of thue 
Greek church. 

The terrors which preceded the devastating 
effects of his advance, had now spread to Cra- 
cow, from whence it was thought necessary 
to remove to a place of greater safety the 
crown, recently placed on the head of Casi^ 
mir(6)^ It was at this crisis that the young 
Sobieakis received a summons from their mo« 
ther, commanding them to hasten to the assist- 
ance of their bleeding country, and endeavour, 
by. their patriotic efforts, to repair the loss Po. 
land had sustained in the death of their father. 

In the meantime tlie n^w king showed bim« 
self disposed to hsten to tbe dictates of huma* 
nity, rather than to the voice of his clamorous 
nobles, who called on him to put himself at the 
head of a powerful army and march against the 
rebels. 

Casimir^ whose unadulterated mind regarded 
with abhorrence the wanton and atrocious cru- 
elty which the Cossac*ks had experienced from 
the Poles, replied firmly, that he should first 
endeavour to appease them by negotiation, - 
and offers of satisfaction, before he directed 
bis. arms against a brave people^ who had 
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been driven into rebellion by oppression and 
injustice. 

These sentiments of moderation were so little 
relished by the turbulent nobles that, in de- 
fiance of the king, fifty thousand of them took 
up arms, and marched into* Little Volhinia ; 
where theirconduct and bravery so ill seconded 
their presumption, that they were beaten and 
routed by ten thousand of the enemy. 

The. Cossacks were soon after joined by very 
powerful allies in their neighbours the Tartars. 
The khan, who conceived that he had been 
deeply injured by the late king Uladislas, in his 
suppression of a pension which had been long 
paid to him and his predecessors by the crown 
of Poland, seized on the present as a favour-^ 
able moment to execute the vengeance he me- 
ditated. He accordingly dispatched a consi« 
derable force to act "In conjunction with the re- 
bels, in the hope of completing the ruin which 
threatened the republic 

The principal armies of Poland had been de- 
^ feated, her king and nobles were at variance, 
and her enemies were laying waste her terri- 
tories, when the young JSobieskis returned to 
Warsaw. Their intention was that of imnte^ 
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^iately joining a body of the nabJes/who,' hav-i^ 
ing found safety in flight after their late defeat, 
had assembled in considerable force in Lower 
Volhinia. But this design on the part of John 
was suddenly frustrated by his too great impe- 
tuosity, which involved him in -a duel with a 
Lithuanian noble of the name of Paz, the mem- 
bers of whose family were remarkable for the 
overbearing arrogance of their manners. In 
this encounter Sobieski received so severe and 
dangerous a wound, that he was compelled to 
abandon all thoughts of accompanying his Bro- 
ther, and had the mortification of seeitig hiin' 
depart alone, while he was confined ta his bed 
at once a prey to self-reproach, and an object ' 
of displeasure to his patriotic mother, who 
could pot easily pardon his having risked, in 
single combat, a life which she' considered the 
property of his country. But the anger of 
Theophila Sobieski towards her younger son 
was soon absorbed in grief for the loss of her 
elder. 

The result of the battle, in which Mark had 
engaged, against the united power of the Cos- 
sacks and Tartars, was still more disastrous to 
tlie Poles than either of those which had pre. 
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ceded it. They suffered the most signal de- 
feat ; and the unfortunate Mark Sobieski, to- 
gether with a considerable number of Polish 
nobles, fell into the hands of the Tartars, by 
whom they were inhumanly put to death, and 
their remains denied the common rites of se- 
pulture. ' 

Casimir, now convinced that no other course 
was left to restore tranquillity to Poland, put 
himself at the head of the whole disposable force 
of the republic, aiid by the exercise of his royal 
authority endeavoured to unite the jarring in- 
.terests of the nobles, which had iiitherto un* 
happily distracted his councils and divided his 
efforts. . 
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CHAPTER IL 

John Sobieski, become by his brother's death 
the representative of the united houses of his 
ancestors, and appointed by Casimir <to the 
starosty of Javarow, was now about to enter on 
a career calculated to draw forth all the latent 
resources of his great mind. 

No sooner was' he recovered from the effects 
of his imprudent duel than, eager to repair his 
fault, he put himself at the head of a select 
troop, and joined the royal standard. • Some 
serious skirmishes, which were but the prelude 
to a general engagement, afforded hioi early 
opportunities of. proving that to the uodautited 
valour of a soldier he joined that happy quick- 
ness of discernment which characterizes the 
accomplished general. An event occurred be- 
fore the decisive battle, which, though at first 
it seemed to threaten inevitable ruin to Poland, 
in its fortunate result at once-evinced the respect 
which Sobieski had early acquired among the 
soldiery^ ipmd the empire his genius gave him 
over Ihe minds of others. 
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At the very moment an attack of the oamp 
of Zborow was hourly expected from the ene- 
my a mutiny broke out in the Polish army, 
and every method of persuasion^ remonstrance^ 
menace^ and even force, had been vainly tried 
to reduce it to order by their general Czarenski, 
tvho at length abandoned the attempt as hppe* 
less. At this desperate crisis Sobieski (then in 
his twenty-first year) with a temerity which 
excited considerable surprise, petitioned the 
general to intrust to him the quelling^ this 
alarming revolt Czarenski consented, yet ex* 
pecting little advantage from the efforts of a 
youth so very recently entered on the career of 
arms« 

On being charged with the negotiation. So- 
bieski at once threw himself within the power 
oC the armed and enraged multitude, with an 
intrepidity and firmness of soul which excited 
their involuntary astonishment and respects 
Seizing on this auspicious moment, he ad- 
dressed them with all that passionate and per- 
suasive eloquence for which he became through 
life 8o greatly celebrated ; and inflamed with 
9 that holy love of his country which, b^irned in 
bis own breast, he soon rekindled in theirs that 
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spark of patriotism which had been stifled only, 
not extinguished. 

Sobieski had the glory of leading back to the 
king his repentant troops, and of seeing them^ 
soon after, prepared to repel the enemy with 
renovated sentiments of loyalty and unanimity. 
His majesty gave an immediate mark of his 
gratitude to our young officer, by making him 
standard-bearer to the crown (7). 

Concord was but just restored in the army of 
the republic, when the united forces of the 
enemy malde a desperate attempt to force the 
Polish camp; but the reclaimed troops, ani» 
mated by their young hero, formed so impe- 
netrable a rampart, that after an obstinate and 
bloody conflict during three successive days, 
which cost the Cossacks- and Tartars upwards 
of twenty thousand men, they retired without 
having gained any advantage over the royal 
party. The immediate eflfect of this disap- 
pointment was to dispose them to listen to such 
terms of negotiation as Casimir desired should 
lead to peace. 

Conformably with the mild policy by which 
he still hoped to bring back the rebels to their * 
allegiance, he proposed to forgive them all past 
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tfiences ; to restore to them the undisturbed 
exercise of their religio\i ; to maintain twenty 
thousand armed Cossacks^ as militia> in the pa« 
latinate of Kiovv for its future 'defence ; and to 
appoint no other than a noble of the Greek 
church as its governor. On the part of the 
Cossa<iks he demanded only this condition; 
that their general, as a mark of his return to 
his duty, should ask pardon on his knees for 
the excesses he had committed. Kmilienski 
submitted to the humiliation required of him, 
and peace was^ for a time, established. - On 
behalf of the khan, the principsil stipulations 
were, that his suppressed pension should. be re*- 
stored to him, and that he should be allowed 
, to choose from the Polish officers a hostage^ 
who was to accompany him to Tartary^ as a se* 
curity for the fulfilment of these engagements. 
That the esteem and confidence which So- 
bieski had already acquired in the army of the 
republic had extended also to that of her ene* 
xnies, became manifest on this occasion. The 
khan, who had marked his conduct with silent 
admiration while they had been opposed to 
fBach other as foes, now gave a public testimonyr 
pf it by selecting him as his hostage; whilQ 
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Sobieski, whose heart was engrossed by the iiv 
terests of his country, baited with pleasure the 
opportunity this choice offered him of acquiring 
sugh a knowledge of the Tartars as he might, 
at some future day, render subservient to the 
advantage of the republic. The consequences^ 
in a great measure, answered his hopes ; since, 
although the frictndship and confidence with 
which he inspired the khan, during his conti- 
nuance near him, had not the power to detach 
him immediately from the Cossacks^ it enabled 
him, soon after, to draw him over to the sue* 
eour of Poland in pne of her most critical si« 
tuations. 

Meanwhile it could not be expected, from 
the general clash of interests, that the peace 
which Gasimir had purchased by such great 
sacrifices could be of long duration. On the 
one hand, the majority of the Polish nobles 
thought the king had degraded the republic, by 
granting terms which appeared to them utterly 
humiliating, and waited only for a favourable 
pretext to rene\7 the war with some show of 
justice ; while on the part of the Cossacks, in 
addition to the su^icions naturally excited in 
them by the avowed enmity of the nobles^ the 
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bad habits into which they had degenerated 
during the late depredations had ill disposed 
them to return willingly to the peaceful la* 
hour fron^ which they had been unhappily d'u 
verted by the late commotions. The Tartars 
also, who had tasted the ei\joymeiU: of the 
plunder they liad wrested from the Poles, were 
much inclined to renew a contest, by which 
they hoped still further to enriph themselves^ 
Where the wishes of all the other parties, 
therefore, tended so decidedly to war, th<$ 
pacific disposition of the king could do Uttle 
towards maintaining peace. Sobieski had no( 
been long returned to Poland* when the Cos* 
sacks and Tartars once more appeared in arms. 

The Polish troops first encountered them On 
the borders of the palatinate of Beltz. Sobieski> 
who was in the hottest part of the battle, re* 
ceived a wound in hts head ; but the Tartars^ 
with the loss of six thousand men, were com* 
pletely defeated, while Rmilienski with a part 
of hli Cossacks ibimd safety in flight* 

A new ally had in the interim started up td 
kis aid in the Czar Alexis, who thinking the 

present' distracted state of Poland a ftif oorable 

-■^- _ . . ■ — — ■ — -^ 
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opportunity for the recovery of Smolenskoy 
(which had been taken frotn Russia by the 
Poles,) suddenly seized on that city, and by this 
act of hostility tempted the Cossacks and Tar- 
tars to join their remaining forces to his. Thus 
strengthened^ Wilna and several other places 
of importance rapidly fell before them. 

Daring the scenes of carnage and devastation 
l?hich for the three following years ensued, the 
services which Sobieski had rendered the re- 
public were acknowledged by his appointment 
to a distinguished command in the cavalry, 
^ever had Poland greater need of sons who, 
like himself, united the patriot and the warrior 
than at this period*. As if their bleeding coun« 
try had not yet sufficiently suffered from the hor- 
' rors of intestine war, a party of the discontented 
nobles invited Charles Gustavus (lately become 
king of Sweden by the abdication of Chrisitina} 
to invade her with a powerful army. 

The Swedish mpnatrch first seized upon Grea^ 
Poland apd Maspvia ; Cracow but fe^ly re- 
sisted him; and the unfortunate Casimir, finding 
himself abaiidoned by so conajdi^rabie it body 
of his nobles, with the troops under their in- 
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fluence^ fled into Silesia for safety ; while" the 
conqueror, after strongly garrisoning Warsaw, 
pushed his successes into Prussia. 

Except the crown general, Sobieski was now 
the chief hope of Poland and her fugitive king. 
Firm in his duty, he continued, however inef- 
fectually, to grapple with the enemy; and 
though with forces so disproportionate he was 
generally overpowered, the resources of his ge- 
nius still supported him in arms^ and taught him 
to draw, even from the bosom of defeat, the 
certain means of future conquest. 

Between Eibing and Marienburg he had an 
opportunity of showing what might have been 
expected of him had he been more adequately 
supported^ He defeateii^ with four hundred 
horse, a choice body of six hundred Swedish ca- 
valry commanded by a near relation of Charlet 
Gustavus, But in the mean time the unfortunate 
Casimir had the mortification of seeing Lithua- 
nia voluntarily put herself under the protection 
of Sweden, to avpid the miseries which threaten- 
ed to attend her subjugation by force of arms. 

At this dreadful juncture the address of So- 
bieski greatly tended toward ofi*the blow which 
threatened the republic with immediate ruin« 
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Availing himself of the knowledge he had 
gained of the Tartars^.and the esteem he had 
created in their prince, while he lived among 
theoi as a hostage, he foiind means at this cri- 
tical period to detach them from the interests 
of Russia, and fix them in those of Poland. The 
Ihan was prevailed on to furnish an army for 
ber defence, and Sobteski was appointed to 
command it 

Under a general of less capacity, no reason* 
able expectation could have been entertained of 
assistance from a host of men hitherto accus- 
tomed ooly to raj^ne and plunder^ impatient of 
control, and ever ready to fly on the first show 
M>f resistance. But through the example and 
discipline of Sobieski they soon acquired firm«» 
ness, order, and obedience ; while, by impart* 
ingto them a portion of his own ardour for mi- 
litary glory, he taught them to make the enemy 
dearly purchase the victories they obtained. ^ 

The Poles, goaded to despair by the enor- 
inous contributions extorted from them by their 
conqueror, and at length animated by the pa^ 
triotic example of Sobieski, resolved, unani* 
mously^ to throw off the grievous yoke which 
bad been imposed upon them, or perish in the 
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Mtempt. Every man became a sk>ldier^ and Ca» 
»iinir returned to support by his presence the 
f evived courage which displayed itself among v 
his 8ul>jects» 

The crown genera] aad Sobieski, respectively 
at the head of the Poles and Ts^rtars, speedily 
changeid the aspect of affairs. . The Swedish 
troops which had been left to overawe Lithuania 
were attacked^ defeated^ and put to the sword. 
Warsaw was delivered froni the enemy's garri- 
eon, and every day some new success extended 
over a wider space the blessings of renovated 
freedom. 

In the mean while intelligence arrived that ' 
the king of Sweden at the head of his army, 
strengthened by a reinforcement from the elec- 
tor of .Brandenburg, was advancing out of 
Prussia. Sobieski, with his chjiracteristic cele- 
rity, took such measures as enabled him tp. 
check his dangerous progress, by blocking him 
up between the Vistula and the Sam us, where 
he cut off his provisions and htirassed him by 
jcontinual skirmishes. Affairs were in this si- 
tuation when informfiition was brought him that 
six thousand Swedish troops, with general 
pouglas at their head^ were marching to the 
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relief of their king. Sobieski instantly resolved 
on cutting off this assistance ; and, leaving his 
infantry to continue the blockade^ rapidly 
marched his cavalry to Pileza, swam across the 
river, and, surprising Douglas^ defeated and put 
to flight his troops. » 

But while these successes seemed to promise 
a favourable issue to the disasters of Poland, 
fortune was in reality preparing new trials of 
her valour and constancy. 

Ragotski(8), pfince of Transylvania, in the 
hope of deposing Casimir and succeeding to 
his crown, invaded Poland at the head of thirty 
thousaind men, to binder whose junction with 
the main army of Charles Gustavus it was ne- 
cessary to dispatch a division of the Polish 
troops. This circumstance was rendered the 
more unfortunate, as the king of Sweden, hav- 
ing taken advantage of Sobieski's march to 
meet Douglas, broke through the P9lish infan- 
try, and pushed forward on Warsaw, to which 
city he immecfiately laid siege. 

A general engagement ensued, which was con- 
tinued with'unrelaxing fury during three days. 
The Tartars under Sobieski performed prodigiea 
pf valour ; but victory declared in favour of 
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Charles Gustavus^ who again became master of 
Warsaw. His triumph was, however, verjr 
dearly purchased and of short/duVation ; while 
Sobieski found consolation for his defeat in the 
happy corisequencea which, soon after, followed 
his patriotic exertions. Those exertions had as- 
sisted to suspend the frightful revolution with 
which his suffering country was threatened ; 
time had been gained ; and in that valuable in- 
terval political views had raised up in Denmark 
a formidable force against the chief enemy of 
Poland ; apd thus a brighter hue was soon cast 
over the prospects of the republic. 

The Danes, alarmed at the conquests of 
Charlesr Gustavus, declared war against him, 
and by invading his territories compelled him 
to abandon his late acquisitions to defend them. 
TVom the period of his drawing off his troops 
fronj Poland * he was assailed by too many ene* 
mies to find leisure, during his short life, for 
renewing hostilities against that country. He 
died three years after quitting it; and that event 
was soon followed by the conclusion of a treaty 
of peace between Sweden and the Poles. 

' — r ! — '■ ■ — ' 
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In the mterim, Lubomirski^ the lieutenants 
general of the Polish army, and Sobieski, by re* 
taliating on the territories of Ragotski the hostU 
iities with which he had afflicted their country, 
had compelled that prince to accept peac^ from 
the republic on tlie most humiliating terms* 
He was obliged to pay a large sum to the king 
of Poland, to do him homage^ and .to break 
off his connection with the Swedes ; conces* 
sioDs which deprived him of all future power 
to annoy that prince. The combined army of 
the Poles and Tartars now turned its exertions 
against the only enemies which remained of the 
late formidable confederacy, the Muscovites 
and Cossacks. In ordier to prevent a junction of 
theii^ forces^ Sobieski was dispatched to interrupt 
the advance of the latter^ whom he attacked 
with such intrepidity, that though with very 
mferior numbers he obtained over them acom» 
]dete victory. 

The ill-fated Kmitienski, whose first aliena^ 
tion from his allegiance had been caused by in- 
tolerable oppression, but whose hostilities sub- 
sequent to the concessions of Casimir had proved 
bim a confirmed and dangerous rebel, fell into 
the power of Sobieski, and was delivered up by 
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liim info the hands of the offended king. The 
report of these events so dispirited the Musoo^ 
yites, that the Polish army found them an easy 
conquest. Wilha and the several other places 
which had fallen into th^ir hands were speedily 
recovered by the Poles, and a general peace 
was once more established on terms very &• 
Vourable to the republic. 

The services which Sobieski had rendered 
his country were not long after further rewarded 
by his nomination to the dignity of grand mar« 
shal of the crown, vacant by the banishment 
of Lubomirski. That noble, while grand maiw 
shal and lieutenant-general of Poland, had ren* 
dered himself obnoxious to the court by his 
warm opposition to the attempt of Casimir to 
nominate his successor, in violation of one of 
the fundamental laws of the republic. Some 
discontents about the same time having broken 
cut among the Polish troops on account of pay;- 
Lubomirski was accused by the court party of 
being the secret fomenter of them. A diet was 
in consequence convened for the purpose of 
examining how far the lieutenant-general was 
implicated in the mutiny. But Lubomirski, 



28 

either through the belief tiiat he should not be 
treated fairly, or conscious of some guilt, 
instead of obeying the summons to appear, 
withdrew to Breslaw ; which being construed 
into an avowal of his.crime, he was, as a traitor/ 
condemned to forfeit bis estate, his honours^ 
and his life. 

The year following that in which Sobieski 
was nominated to succeed Lubomirski as grand 
marshal of the crowrh, he was, by the death of 
Czarenski^ elevated to the still higher dignity 
of lieutenant-general. He had not long been 
possessed of this important office, when he was 
called upon to execute a painful duty in the 
discharge of its functions. The banished Lii* 
bomirski, resolved to seek from force of arms 
the redress which he thought had been denied 
him by Casimir, returned to Poland with a 
body of eight hundred men ; but this little 
party, increasing as it advanced by the partisans 
of its leader, was soon in a condition t9 obtain 
the advantage in several engagements with the 
royal forces. 

At length, increased by malcontents to the 
number of eighteen. thousand, the troops drew 
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ti6at the grand army of the republic in the 
palatiaate of Cujavia*. Sobieski for the first 
time acted, on this occasion, as a general ia 
the Polish army ; yet his situation was at* 
Jtended by circumstances of a very distressing 
nature. It was under Lubomirski that he had 
first exercised the profession of arms, and in 
conjunction with him he had often fought the 
battles of his country : now his best energies 
t¥ere to be exerted against this very veteran 
whom he had been early taught to reverence ; 
while the troops which he commanded were 
natives of the same soil as those they were to 
oppose, and had, like himself, often embrued 
tkose very weapons in the blood of their com- 
mon enemies which were now to be turned 
against each other. 

• But however deeply Sobieski grieved at the 
necessity, his duty no less imperiously called 
on him to reduce them to obedience. -^The ar- 
my of the republic, consisting of twenty^six 
thousand men, was only separated from that of 
liubomirski by a morass. Unfortunately Gadi^ 
mir had put himself at their head, and com* 

♦ July lew. 
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fmanded them to pass the swamp in order to 
give immediate battle to the rebels. Sobi* 
esb eame&tly remonstrated with the king ott 
the fatal result which threatened to attend 
this step: butCasimir, with his characteristic^ 
pertinacity^ peremptorily insisted, and the con* 
sequences which Sobieski had clearly pointed 
out to him followed. The king's troops m 
crossing the swamp became embarrassed, and 
found the utmost difficulty in disengaging 
themselves; while Lubomirski fell impetuously 
on them as they striiggled out of the morasst 
not affording Sobieaki time to form them ; sd 
that the royal afmy was overpowered without 
the possibility of coming to action. » 

Casimir, who from the other side of the mo# 
rass was a witness to the effect of his own egre^ 
giousfolly^ had leisure to repent the sacrifice 
of four thousand men ; the rest by the talentt 
of Sobievki were extricated from their perils and 
,«nder his skilful dispositions effected ^ retreat^i 
the conduct of which reflected the highest ho^ 
nour on him as a generaL Casimir^ fult of 
grief and mortification, rejoined his troops^ and 
e ncamp e d on the river Pileza, where hesooa 
manifested an inclination to come to an arnica* 
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ble adjustment with Lubomirski ; which desired 
end was effected on the following conditions : 

The king agreed to enter into a solemn en^ 
gagement never again to interfere in the choice 
of his successor to the crown ; to pay the sum 
which bad been reftised them ; to rev<^e bkt 
sentence of banishment against Lubomirski) 
and to call no one to account for what had 
passed. On his side Lubomirskt evinced no 
desire of being re«instated in the dignities-oC 
which he had been deprived, but retired to 
Breslaw, in which city he died within sis 
nionths after (9). 

Sobieski had been one of the greatest suf<^ 
ferers by the late disturbances, his estates hav* 
ing been ravaged, arid his stables plundered of 
bts most valuable styd of horses* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Tranquillity was now awhile restored to Pa* 
land, and Sobieski in hi« thirty-sixth year, for 
the first time since his entering on the profes- 
sion of arms, found himself at liberty to enjoy the 
charms of poice. It was during this short but 
eventful intenral from toil, that in an evil hour 
he became seriously captivated by a lady, who^ 
notwithstanding the remarkable beauty of her 
person, the sprightly graces of her conversation^ 
and the high favour in which she stood at courts 
proved herself utterly unworthy the affection 
with which she inspired Sobieski, since she ne« 
ver scrupled to sacrifice his glory to her own pri* 
vate views. 

Mary Casimira de la Grange, a native of 
France, was descended from two ancient fami- 
lies of the province of Berry : her father^ the 
marquis d'Arquien, was captain of the guards 
to Philip duke oT Orleans*; and her mother^ 
Trances de la Chitre, had been governess to 

* Only brother to Louis XIV. 
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Louisa^ queen of Poland. Their. daughter at 
the age of eleven attended her majesty from 
France in quality of maid of honour, and had. 
been uniformly treated by that princess with 
peculiar marks of confidence and favour. She 
bad first given her hand to prince Zamoiski, by 
whom she had, four children, all of whom died 
in infancy ; and by the subsequent death of 
their father she became a widow a few weeks 
only before her introduction to Sobieski. 

Still young, and distinguished above all the 
other females of the court; the elegance of her &• 
gure, the majestic expression of her countenance 
the brilliancy of her complexion, and the spark- 
ling vivacity of her eyes, added new attractions 
to the wit that enlivened her conversation. The 
immediate impression which this accomplished 
princess made on Sobieski was so great, that 
he would not submittothedelay of their union 
till the period of her mourning had elapsed. 

The queen was .made acquainted with the 
lieutenant-general's passion for her favourite ; 
and finding little difficulty in discovering that 
it received encouragement from the lady, she 
declared it to be her pleasure that the marriage 
should take place without further delay. A« 

D 
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little more, however, than two months bad 
passed of the princess Zamoiski's widowhood, • 
it was thopght necessary, in order to save ap- 
pearances, to have the ceremony performed with 
the utmost privacy; and pope Innocent XII. 
(then apostolic nuncio in Poland) conferred the 
nuptial benediction on this hasty union. 

This lady, destined now to share the fortunes 
of Sobieski, proved that she was not more re- 
markable for her personal recommendations 
than for the selfishness of her character. She 
had so long taken part in the cabals and po- 
litical intrigues by which her mistress agi- 
tated the republic, and disgraced the court of 
Casimir, ^ that a taste for them^seemed inter- 
woven with her very nature. Her fault, how* 
ever, in the end met its punishment, since 
she defeated some of her dearest wishes by 
the excess of artifice which she practised for 
their accomplishment. Yet it was long before 
the native candour of Sobieski permitted him 
to discover in a wonian, whom he passionately 
loved,' faults from which he was himself so en- 
tirely exempt. 

The year following his marriage* Sobieski 

* A. D. 1667. 
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succeeded the deceased Potoski in the first 
office of the republic, that of crown general 
of Poland (10), which constituted him com- 
mander-in-chief of the army ; while by that of 
grand marshal, which he still retained, he was 
the chief of the police also. This was the first 
instance of an individual having been allowed 
to unite these high offices ; a proof of the ex- 
traordinary confidence which was reposed in 
him by the republic. 

The condition in which Sobieski, on his ap- 
pointment, found the army^ was so miserable, 
that his new office seemed to be little more 
than a nomiiial one ; and long intestine wars 
had so drained both the population and the 
treasury of Poland, that when he proposed re- 
cruiting the army, now reduced to between 
ten and twelve thousand men, he was answered 
by the grand treasurer, that the republic had 
not the means left to support the old troops, 
still less to furnish money for levying new ones, 

AflTairs were in this situation, when intelli- 
gence reached Warsaw that the Cossacks, com- 
plaining of fresh grievances, under their new 
general Doroscenski, and joined by an army of 
eighty thousand Tartars, had passed the frontiers 
D 2 
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of Poland, and were laying waste Podolia^ Vol- 
hinia, and the palatinate of Russia. The neivs 
found Casimir so wholly abandoned to grief for 
the recent death of his queen, that he made no 
attempt to stop the torrent of disaster which 
now threatened to overwhelm Poland. On the 
crown general, therefore, rested the sole hope 
of the republic On this occasion Sobiebki 
gave a striking proof that his was not a character 
to be depressed by danger ; on the contrary, 
that his energies ever rose proportionably to its 
magnitude. Rousing* himself from the com* 
parative inaction in which his last year had 
been spent, he became at once the soul of Po- 
land. He emptied his private purse, and even 
borrowed large sums of money on his personal 
credit, to supply the public treasury. JBe 
formed magazines of provisions, and from his 
own territories recruited the army of the re- 
public ; by which means he soon increased its 
disposable force to twenty thousand men. With 
his accustomed celerity he then sent detach- 
ments to the different passes of Poland, in order 
to stop the inroads of the detached bodies of 
Tartars, at the same time intrusting Piwot, an 
officer whom (though usually the leader of a 
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marauding party) he well knew to possess the 
abilities of a general^ with a troop of two thou* 
sand horse^ ordering him to scour the country 
and harass the invadei*s. Then, having disposed 
his main army to march towards the enemy, he 
wrote to his consort (at that time on a visit to 
her family in France) a letter^ in which, with 
that confident anticipation of victory which 
often commands it, he detailed his projected 
plan of operation, assuring her that it must 
lead to the inevitable ruin of the immense forces 
of the invaders. This letter was shown by her to 
the great Cond^, with a view to draw from him 
his opinion of its contents; and he ingenuously 
told her that he could not encourage her hopes^ 
as he saw no possibility of the success with which 
the crown-general flattered himself. 

In reality, it required all the resources of ScJ- 
bieski's jgenius, and as intimate a knowledge of 
the enemies with whom he had to cope as he 
possessed, to surmount the various difficulties 
with which he bad to contend. His own of-* 
ficers, not comprehending the scope of his 
plans, loudly condemned the disposition of his 
forces. This disapprobation soon produced a 
dangerous effect on the soldiers, who began to 
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manifest strong symptoms of dissatisfaction : 
but Sobieskij not less capable of speaking than 
acting with effect^ took no other measure than 
that of summoning the troops around him. 

"Soldiers (said he), it is my fixed deter- 
mination to make no change in my plans ; on 
the event I rest my acquittal or condemnation ; 
but if any among you fear a glorious deaths let 
them retire. For myself, I will remain with 
those brave fellows who love their country too 
well to abandon its general. Yonder crowd of 
robbers excites no fear in me. I know that the 
God of Christians often gives the victory, in a 
just cause, to the smaller number; nor do I 
doubt but that he will protect us against these 
infidel invaders*" ^ . 

The auditors of Sobieski looked at each other 
in confusion^ and not a single man deserted 
him. Had the enemy's troops been determined 
on pushing forward into Poland, Sobieski well 
knew that they would have met with nothing 
capable of impeding their progress ; but he had 
justly calculated on their first attacking his little 
army, on the ground that it would appear to 
them* more expedient to subdue, than to leave 
his forces in their rear. Sanguine as to the 
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result of the conflict, yet neglecting no tneans 
within his abilities to insure what he expected, 
he availed himself of his experience in the pe- 
culiar talents of each officer, so to dispose him 
as to call forth his exertion in the way most be- 
neficial to the general safety ; while his own 
unremitting vigilance and comprehensive mind 
embraced every department and watched over 
the whole, 

. Meanwhile the enemy, like swarms of bees, 
began to pour their numbers on all sides of the 
Polish encampment, and were every where re- 
ceived with the most undaunted bravery by the 
Httle army of Sobieski, his artillery playing the 
whole time upon the assailants. At length a 
weak point of the camp was for a moment 
forced, when the Poles, with desperate fury, 
rushed thither, repulsed, expelled, and pursued 
the invaders far beyond the entrenchments. 

The plain was soon covered with the dead 
bodies of the enemy : but Sobieski, ever tem- 
pering his valour with prudence, recalled his 
victorious troops within his entrenchments, 
there to await some favourable moment for re- 
newing the contest ; for he thought it would be 
daring too much to hazard a turn of fortune. 
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in case so superior an enemy should rally> 
where he had every thing at stake. 

The seven following days produced repeated 
attacks from the enemy ; against which the 
Poles not only continued to defend themselves 
with the same invincible courage, but made se* 
veral sallies^ which proved not less destructive 
than their first to the Cossacks and Tartars. 

At length the decisive day of conflict ar- 
rived: the enemy, astonished and enraged by 
so obstinate a resistance from a handful of men^ 
resolved upon a general assault; while Sobieski^ 
who had anticipated the approaching crisis^ by 
sending orders to his various detachments to 
draw near him with the utmost precaution and 
privacy, had made every preparation in his 
power to turn it to his own advantage. Instead 
of waiting the enemy's assault within his en- 
trenchments, he now led forth his troops to 
meet it. The barbarians,, astonished at such 
boldness, testified their savage joy^ as the Po- 
lish sqimdrons advanced^ by uttering loud cries 
which were quickly succeeded by the battle- 
Torrents of blood bad flowed, yet victory seemed 
uncertain ; when the several detachments of 
Sobieski burst upoa the enemy, aftd, with irre* 
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sistible impetuosity attacking them tn fiank^ 
threw them into terror and disorder. The brave 
Piwot in particular, who (in his zeal to justify 
the confidence which had been reposed in him 
by the crown general) had been occupied it^ 
laying waste the quarters of the Cossacks^ car- 
rying off their convoys^ and repulsing their 
foraging parties, now rushed on the invaders 
with his two thousand horse, overturning and 
scattering them before him* The very peasants, 
catching the general enthusiasm, turned their 
instruments of ^husbandry into weapons of of- 
fence, and joined the troops of Sobieski^n shaN 
ing a victory whiqh soon became complete. 

As Sobieski proceeded to examine into the^x- 
tent of the depredations committed by the eher 
my, he found whole villages sacked ; churches 
burnt } the palaces of the nobles levelled with 
the earth; heaps of murdered Poles piled on 
their ruins; and the whole frontier presenting 
one wide scene of desolation.— Such spectacles 
only swelled the public tide of gratitude to- 
wards the hero who had delivered Poland from 
these hordes of barbariansj and Sobieski had the 
additional gratification of learning that his vie- 
tory, in^o unequal and f^pporently^ so despei^te 
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a conflict, had excited the surprise and admi- 
ration of his first pattern in arms, the great 
Conde, and was applauded by the first generals 
of France. Soon after thisdecisive battle the 
enemy sued for peace, which was granted on 
terms of mutual satisfaction. 

The grateful homage which Sobieski received 
from all ranks of citizens, on his return to 
Warsaw, burst forth in enthusiastic acclama- 
tions on his re-entering the capital so lately the 
scene of despair. 

A meeting of the diet was soon after his ar- 
rival convoked ; when, in conformity with the 
laws of Poland, the crown general rendered 
publicly an account of the instructions he had 
received from the senate ; his own plan of ope- 
ration; and the success which had crowned the 
close of the campaign ; recapitulating with 
warmth the distinguished actions of those who 
had shared his labours, but passing lightly over 
his own. ' 

Loud plaudits from all orders of the assembly 
bore testimony to the approbation which his 
discourse Had excited in them. When the ac- 
clamations had subsided, the. vice-chancellor 
arose, and, addressing Sobie&ki as the deliverer 
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of his country, returned solemn thanks to him 
in the name of the republic, and to all those 
who hjid assisted him in its preservation. 

The subhme pleasure which a mind like his 
must have experienced at the universal sentU 
ment of gratitude manifested by that country 
to which he so early' devoted himself, had 
scarcely had time to subside^ when he received 
intelligence of the birth of his first son, and 
the safety of his wife, who was still with her 
relatives in France. Louis XIV. on this event 
testified his esteem for the crown general of Po- 
lapd b}' answering at the font for his infant son, 
who was named James Louis, after his illus- 
trious grandfather and the French monarch. 

Casimir, still wholly absorbed by sorrow for 
the loss of his queen, gave no other token of in- 
terest in the late critical situation of his king- 
dom^ than by appearing at the great church of 
Warsaw to join in the general thanksgiving 
which was oflfered up fo heaven, for the happy 
termination of so threatening a war. His next 
public act was that of abdicating a throne, which 
his inclinations and habits incajpacitated him 
to sustain, surrounded as it was by continual 
5torms(ll). 
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The attention of Poland now* became 
wholly turned to the choice of some successor 
to the feeble Casimir ; and the giddy people, 
whose delight is novelty, showed more eager- 
ness to fill his vacant place, than caution to fill 
it wisely (1 2), 

Many foreign candidates disputed the hoi\pur 
of their choice, whose various merits the several 
orders of the republic were warmly discussing^ 
ort the appointed day, when they were joined 
on the 6eld of election by two palatines, who 
presented a young Pole, by name Michael 
Wiesnowicski, and immediately proceeded to 
propose and nominate him, as a descendant of 
Koribut, unde to the great Jagellon(l3). 

The vice-chanc€fllor, not penetrating into the 
artifice of these palatines j", (whose sole motive 
in ^is nomination was to ascertain how far a 
native of Poland would be agreeable to the diet, 
without compromising a party of the nobles 
which was desirous of advancing one of their or- 
der to the sovereignty,) precipitately swayed the 
feelings of the multitude by crying out " Long 
live king Michel !" And the whole assembly 

* A. D. i66g. t O^ Kalisch and Posnania. 
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forgetting, in their kindling enthusiasm^ the 
motives which had a moment before actuated 
them to plead with intemperate warmth for the 
other candidates, echoed from mouth to mouth 
^^ Long live king Michael ! '* 

It was now too late to direct the tide of fa- ' 
vour from this new idol to a more judicious ^ 
. choice^ and the reluctant primate was forcibly 
<iompelled to proclaim the election, to the cha- 
grin and disappointment of the party who had 
trusted to the insignificance of the man as a 
bar to such an event. 

Amongst the immense crowd which was pre- 
sent at this unexpected proclamation, there was 
not one person so greatly astonished by it as the 
new king himself; who possessed no other claim 
to the dignity which had been so suddenly con- 
ferred upon him, but that of his descent from 
Koribut. His father had been palatine of Rus- 
sia, and had once possessed a fine estate in the 
Ukraine, but had seen it wrested from him by 
the Cossacks. The mean abilities of Michael, 
joined to the poverty and obscurity in which he 
had been obliged to live, seemed to preclude 
all chance of his ever rising to any dignity lln 
the state ; and so little interest had he taken in 
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the election, that, instead of repairing to the 
fieW, he had retired to the church of Recollects 
at Warsaw ; from whence he had been drawn 
by the palatines without a shadow of suspicion 
of what were their intentions in doing so. ' He 
shed tears after the election,, as they dragged 
him to the throne, protesting, that he was in- 
capable of filling it: but his iiew subjects,*carce- 
ly yielding in superstition to the ancient Roi. 
mans^ in the first ^ moments of their senseless 
joy, discovered too many happy omens to doubt 
the wisdom of their choice. During the elec- 
tion a dove had flown across the inclosu re where 
the senate was debating; and a swarm' of bees 
had hovered over Michael without hurting him. 
These presages were strengthened by so. many 
others of a fortunate nature, which were said to 
have occurred to the very priests while per- 
forming their sacred functions, that the gid- 
dy rpultitude were impatient to commence a 
reign which they believed destined to bring 
back prosperity to Polsrnd. They caused Mi- 
chael to be crowned, therefore, with so much 
precipitatioii, that some o^ the most important 
articles of the Pacta Convehta{\ 4) were omitted 
in his coronation oath ; a negligence of which 
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they had afterwards sufficient leisure {o re- 
pent. 

Indeed no monarch was ever more incapable 
of governing than the new king ; and from so- 
vereigns who know not themselves how to go- 
vern, a wise choice of ministers can rarely be 
expected. Casimjr Paz, the head of one of the 
most considerable famiUes in Lithuania, and 
the grand chancellor of that duchy, -was a man 
of great abilities, who soon won the entire 
confidence of his sovereign, which he abused 
by aggrandizing his own family at the expense 
of the pubHc good and Michael's honour. His 
brother, Michael Paz, the grand general of 
Lithuania, was an officer welt versed in military 
affairs, but of an envious, fiery, and capricious 
temper, which made him Ihe rival of Sobieski. 
Such %vere the -two favourites by whom Mi- 
chael became completely governed. The new 
king was scarcely seated on his throne, when 
more than one cause arose to open the eyes of 
his subjects on the egregieus folly of their 
choice. The Cossacks had heard with jealousy 
the exaltation of a man whose first use of power, 
' they believed, would be to recover the large 
possessions in the Ukraine which they had 
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taken from bis father. As the only means of dis- 
pelling their fears, they boldly demanded that 
he should voluntarily renounce claims which 
they were resolved at all hazards to dispute, if 
necessary. In the then exhausted state of the 
republic, it is not surprising that the Poles 
should have been anxious for the king's com- 
pliance with these demands, rather than renew 
a war recently terminated. 

His majesty, however, was far more disposed 
to gain tiiiie with the Cossacks, with a view ul- 
timately to baffle their aim, than to consent to 
the sacrifice required of him. No One, lie knew, 
was so well qualified to transact these negotia- 
tions with success as Sobieski ; yet he felt ex- 
treme reluctance, even for his own interest, to. 
employ talents which he already hated him for 
possessing. But necessity at lengfli prevailed, 
and the crown general was charged with the 
embassy. f 

He found Doroscensko so inflexibly bent on 
Michael's compliance with his first demand, as 
to compel him, although reluctantly, to have 
recourse to measures of a less friendly nature. 
Anxious to spare as much as possible the effu- 
sion of Polish blood, and conscious of the great 
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mferiofity of his forces to those he was about 
to oppose^ he summoned policy to the aid of 
arms ; and by setting up a new general among 
the Cossacks, in opposition to Doroscensko, h# 
turned the tide of their animosity against*each 
other. 

While the rival generals were dividing the 
attention and energies of the soldiers, Sobieski 
seized the crisis of their dissentions to reduce 
the whole district between the^^g and and the 
Niester to the obedience of Poland. Doro- 
scensko, every where worsted, had ^ no other 
means of saving the rest of the Ukraine^ than, 
by threatening to give it up to the Turks if 
Sobieski pushed him to extremities ; a threat 
which at once suspended the victorious career 
of the crown general. 

** We know not which most to admire, your 
valour or your prudence," w«>te the yice-chan* 
cellor of Poland to Sobieski in the name of the 
king and the republic : '^ with a mere handful 
of men, your genius has enabled you to open 
to ns a passage into the Ukraine, and will 
doubtless complete your glory by its reduction. 
Envy herself is compelled to own that Poland 
oweg to you its safety." 

E 



A mind like that of Sobieski must have felt it 
a noble revenge, thus to extort from his enemiesf 
an acknowledgement' of the services by which 
he had requited their malice. 

It vras, however, far from the enlightened 
policy of the crown general to push to absolute 
despair those whom he still considered as the 
children of the republic. Like Fa bias Maxii 
mus, he thought that " if care and kindneiss 
had been found the most effectual method to 
subdue the stubborn tempers of dogs and 
horses,'* he who commands men should en- 
deavour to correct their errors by gentleness 
and goodness. His earnest advice therefore 
Vras, to induce the Cossacks to return to their 
allegiance by clemency, as the only method to 
prevent an alienation, which must render those 
once valuable subjects a perpetual scourge to 
Poland*. ' ' 

In these temperate wishes Sobieski was sup- 
ported by the majority of the senate and tire 
whole of the deputies assembled at the diet; but 

"» Amuratb the Great, in allusion to the Cossack^ vmA 
to say, " that in spite of the potentates of Europe he could 
sleep on loih ears, but that theae gad-Jliis would scarcely 
juHer him to sleep on cither.-* ^ 
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Michael, who without consulting the republic 
b^d recently espoused the emperor Leopold's 
sister^ was now entirely surrounded by the crea-:. 
tures of that ponarch, who swayed his actions 
according to the pleasure of their imperial 
master; and who on the present occasion so 
warmly ^combated the policy of the crown ge-> 
neral, that they induced the diet to dissolve be- 
fore any step could be taken to restore tranquiU 
lity to the Ukraine. 

Doroscensko, in the interim, learning the 
particulars of what had passed at Warsaw, and 
• fearful of ultimately falling into the hands of 
an offended sovereign, was now driven exactly 
into that step froin which Sobieski had so ear-* 
nestly desired to withhold him ; he threw him* 
self and his fellow Cossacks on the protection 
of sultan Mahomet, and thus the Ukraine be- 
«ame united with Turkey, 

The Porte was at that period engaged in 
immense preparations for the invasion and de* 
struction of the German empire ; while the 
storm with ,which^ she menaced Christendom 
was rendered more alarming from the sultan's 
possessing in his grand vizier, a general capa- 
ble of executing the daring schemes which as 
E 2 
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Kunister he had planned. Kiuperli bad sig* 
naiized his great military talents by his vic-r 
tories over the Austrians^ his conquests in 
Hungary^ his subjection of Transylvania, and 
his capture of the island of Candia : nor was 
he esteemed greater in the field than in the 
cabinet. 

The acquisition of the Cossacks to the inter- 
est of his master at once suggested to Kiuperli 
that their views against the empire might be 
facilitated by first employing the Ottoman 
forces in the subjugation of Poland. He con* 
seqiieiitly proposed it in the divan; but beinf; 
answered, that to make war on the Poles with* 
QvA a previous demand and refusal of justice 
from them On behalf of the Cossacks, would 
be to commit an equal injustice with that which 
was niade the pretext of the impending war; 
and the mufti agreeing in this opinion^ Kiu«» 
perli immediately addressed to the republic of 
Poland the following manifesto: 

^ Poles, when you assert that the Ukraine 
belongs to you, and that the Cossacks are your 
natural subjects, you forget tnat we know this 
nation was formerly free and independent, thai: 
it voluntarily stibmitted itself to you^ and upon 
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conditions which you have violated. In ooo- 
sequence of the monstrous outrages which, you 
have committed against the Cossacks^ they 
have taken up arms to recover their former li-< 
berty, and the laws of nature authorize them 
to do so. They have besought the sublime 
Porte to receive them under the shelter of its 
powerful protection, and extend to them the 
assistance which it never withholds from the 
expressed. Mahomet, the invincible, has qon* 
sequently sent the sabre and the standard to 
Doroscensko, the chief of the Cossacks. Learn 
hence, that it is for you to hasten and compose 
the difference with the sultan my master, who 
is already on his march to Adrianople ; since, 
if you allow him to reach your frontiers with 
his immense forces, the dispute will no longer 
be decided by treaty, but by the sword and the 
wrath of the God of vengeance." 

Sobieski had not returned to Warsaw at the 
arrival of this threatening mandate ; but the 
senate immedliately assembled for the purpose 
of taking into consideration what might be the 
best measure for the public to adopt : but the 
time for deliberation was pnncipally spept in 
expressions of indignation, that the manifesto 
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had not' be^n written by Mahomet h4m6elf in- 
stead of his grand vizier; a circumstance which 
was construed into an insulting mark of con- 
tempt. 

' The partisans of. Michael, taking advantage 
of this idle warmth about punctilio, laboured 
to prove that the sultan's not writing himself 
was sufficient evidence that he was not serious 
in his threats against Poland. They argued, 
that it was highly improbable he should break 
his treaty with the republic to league with a 
robber (for such ihey called Doroscensko); but 
that, even admitting his hostile intentions, they 
might reasonably build on the assistance of 
Russia, to which they should probs^bly add that 
of Germany ako. 

These speculative arguments were answered 
by the riiore experienced part of the senate, by 
remarking that it was a far wiser plan to deprive 
the Porte of all pretext for disturbing Poland, 
by satisfying the.Cossacks^ than to involve her 
again in a destructive war, unijer the hope 
of assists^nce which they might not in the end 
receive. • The primate afeo pronounced this to 
be his opinion j yet he declared that nothing 
decisive ought to be determined on during the 



55 

;tb?enceof the crown general; whose patriotism, 
talents^ and the es^ntial services he had already 
rendered his country in her contests with the 
Cossacks, ahke established the propriety of his 
first delivering his sentiments on a subject of 
such vital importance to the state. ^ 

Jlothiug could be more grating to the king 
than the public utterance of sentiments such as 
these; since, alreadyjealous of the consideration 
in which Sobieski was held by the republic, b<^ 
was anxious to avoid every measure which tend* 
ed to augment his power. The lateness of the 
hour, however, obliged him, although reluc- 
tantly, to suspend proceedings .till the follow* 
ing morning. 

On that day intelligence was brought that 
Sobieski was approaching Warsaw, and the ma* 
jority of the senators immediately went out to 
meet and conduct him to the senate. On his 
entrance there, he was complimented by being 
publicly told that " the gown and the sword 
equally, became hini, and that he had entwined 
the laurel amidst his fasces." 

But however gratifying to the crown general 
^uch an address might have proved at a period 
of less danger, he:f<^lt nothing now but impa^ 
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tietice that a moment should be lost in diverts 
ing their attention from the. public interests* 
The blind isifatuation which lulled the king 
and his council into a fancied security at a pe- 
riod when ruin was ready to burst over them> 
astonished and transported him. He exhorted 
his majesty, in a strain of energetic eloquence^ 
to treat with the Cossacks- before it was abso- 
lutely too late ; he pointed out to him the coo- 
oessions which could with honour be made by 
Poland^ and which would «ven yet appease 
them ; and warmly combated the absurd be- 
lief that Mahomet's was bujt a vain threat, when 
opposed to the notorious fact of his actual ad- 
vance towards the Polish frontiers. 

But Sobieski addressed in Michael one equal-' 
]y deaf to the voice of reason and of truth t the 
latter persisted in refusing to return any answer 
to the manifesto of the Porte, and in treating its 
menaces as beneath his notice. The disgust 
Engendered by this stupid obstinacy, in neither 
treating for peace nor preparing for war, speedily 
gave birth to Tt league for the dethroning the 
king. This league, which was beaded by the 
primate, consisted of several of the first officers 
of the erown^ and the chief of the nobles. 
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In consequence of the queen of Pdand being 
tester to the empdror of Germany, it was 
thought proper to acquaint that monarch with 
their designs ; and in doing so they laid before 
him the many grierances which the imbecility 
of Michael had brought on their country. The 
jreply of his imperial majesty was couched in 
terms of much decent sorrow at the awkward 
necessity of wresting the sceptre from the hands 
gf Michael ; yet declared that he should not 
oppose the measure^ provided they pledged 
themselves to divorce from him his sister, and 
to elect prince Charles of Lorraine as his suc- 
cessor. 

The next step of the league was to consult 
the queen of Polahd ; who, on learning the 
emperpr's concurrence with the plan, as the 
price of her consent to the dethroning and di- 
vorcing her consort, insisted only that his suc- 
cessor to the crown should stipulate to espouse 
herself. The consent of the nobles to this no- 
table piece of forecast rendering every thtng' 
thus far easy, they proceeded to the last step 
which they deemed necessary, that of gaining 
/bver the crown general to their scheme, who' 
bad hitherto b^a kept entirely ignorant of it^ 
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. The conduct of Sobieski had so uuiformly 
indicated the firm supporter of the crown, that^ 
indignant as they knew his feelings were towards 
Michael, and certain as appeared the ruin of 
Poland if that imbecile prince continued at its 
head^ they were doubtful if even these consi- 
derations would induce him to joia the league. 
Yet the part he should resolve on taking, it was 
evident, must decide the fate of their projects, 

Sobleskiy after listening to the explanation of 
them, hesitated not^ in a cas^ of such dire ne- 
cessity, to espouse the cause of his country 
against the monarch which it had with so much 
precipitate folly set up. Yet his penetration 
instantly, revealed to him, that the deposition of 
.Michael was the only part of the leaguers' 
scheme from which any benefit could arise to 
Poland. It was the creatures of Leopold who 
had influenced him in his late pertinacious ob« 
stinacy ; for, consulting the obvious interest of 
their master^ they had endeavoured to direct 
the storm with which the Porte had long threat- 
ened Vienna, towards Poland, In accepting a 
king, therefore, from the empire, what could 
they expect but the same pernicious influence 
pv£r the councils of the republic which bad| 
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reduced it to its present difficulties ? Such were 
the arguments by which Sobieski prefaced his 
advice ; to guard against the future interference 
of Leopold by -cultivating the friendship of 
France, and selecting from that nation a king, 
whose connections as well as talents might 
ensure from every friend to Poland the appro- 
bation of th6ir choice. That choice he directed 
to the duke de Longueville, nephew of the 
prince de Conde, and only son of the duke de 
Longueville by his duchess, Anne of Bourbon. 
The young duke had already given proofs, un- 
der the eye of his uncle, that he inherited that 
prince's valour and love of military glory*. 

The confederated nobles, clearly perceiving 
the advantage of replacing Michael by a mem- 
ber of the house of Bourbon, readily acquiesced 
in the wishes of Sobieski : a discreet emissary 
was in 'Consequence dispatched to France, in- 

* Madame de Sevigoe, ^bo was well acquainted witli the 
duke de LonguevHle, thus describes bis character: '^Ja- 
inais un homme n'a eu tant des solides vertus; il ne lui 
manquoit que des vices, c'est-^-di re, un peu d*orguei], de 
.vanit6, de hauteur j mais du reste, jamais on n'a 6te si pr^ 
4e la perfectionl Pago luiy pago il mondo -, 11 6tQit aa-dessus 
4e9 louanges -, pourvu qa1l Cut content de lui^ c'etoit aisez,*' 
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vested with powers to settle the pretiaiinary ar* 
rangements with the court of Versailles ; while 
the league on its part demanded of Michael a 
new diet^ as a step necessary to complete their 
plans; 

That prince^ now himself panic-struck at the 
near approach of the Turkish forces, dared not 
refuse a concession necessary to the properly 
arming the republic for. its defence ; so that 
every thing seemed to favour the views of the 
confederacy. 

This diet (which assembled in 1672) was 
rendered remarkable in the annals of Poland 
by the extraordinary scene it exhibited. The 
primate, who as head of the league was deputed 
to lay open its designs, electrified the king, by 
recapitulating the many instances of injustice, 
imbecility, and flagrant violation of the Pacta 
Conventay by which he had disgraced his reign, 
forfeited the qmfidence of his people, and ab- 
solved them from their oath of allegiance. 
These bold assertions were followed up by the 
associated nobles; who unequivocally declared 
that the king must choose between the alterna* 
tives of voluntarily abdicating the throne, or 
preparing to be forcibly expelled from it. Then 
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leaving him to recover at his leisure from tile 
consternation into which he was thrown, they 
set out to meet with due honours the duke de 
Longueville, whom they now hourl}' expected. 

But on reaching the sea^^oa^t a disappoint-* 
ment awaited the league, as little expected as it 
was embarrassing. Instead of finding their 
' party strengthened by the presence of their 
new sovereign, they received a dispatch in« 
forn^iing them that the duke de Longuevilfe 
(who had accompanied the French army in its 
so much vaunted passage of the Rhine near th6 
fortress of Tholas) had fallen a victim to an act 
of imprudence which had greatly endangered 
the life of the prince de Conde also. 

This perplexing disappointment to the league 
dissipated at once the fears and confusioa of 
Michael, who, sensible that among his etiemie» 
was to be ranked the whole of the hi^h^ order 
of nobility (15), turned his hopes to the support 
of the lower, of which he had himself formed 
one at the period of his electiour This class, 
consisting of a hundred thousand men, he pre« 
cipitately assembled six leagues from Lublin; 
and putting himself at its head, he had the gra- 
tification to find every individtial ready to swei^r 
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that he would, at the risk of life and fortune, 
join to maintain him on the throne. Follow- 
ing up these new measures, and regardless that 
the republic acknowledged but two grand ge- 
nerals, Michael prdceeded to create a third, in 
whoni he vested the powers of a dictator/ li- 
censing him to raise a new army for the protec- 
tion of the royal confederacy, and to restore 
the ancient militia. He then issued mandates 
to the senators, and all persons in office, to join 
his standard immediately, on pain of confisca- 
tion of property and loss of dignity. 

His majesty had, however, soon the morti- 
fication to discover that the death of the person 
whom the confederated nobles had chosen for 
their new king had by no means disposed them 
to show obedience towards himself; he conse-' 
quently proceeded to pronounce the sentence 
he had threatened, condemning the primate 
and Sobieski, as chiefs of the league, to lose 
their lives. 

The army of the crown general, which he 
had in the interim assembled in the citadel of 
Lovicz in the palatinate of Rava, now formed 
itself into a confederacy, ,opposing to the lower 
order of nobles oath to oath. They swore in the 



63" 

name of God and of Sobieski to maintain the 
rights and privileges of their country, as handed 
down to them by those antient warriors wha 
had purchased them with their blood ; to re- 
cognise no generals but those who were in- 
vested with their staffs before the breaking out 
of the present disturbances ; to make known 
to Sobieski whatever might come to their know- 
ledge, that might prove detrimental to the 
common cause; to preserve their secrets invio- 
late; and to consider every man an enemy to 
his country who enlisted under any other ban- 
ner than their own. 

This oath had been but recently taken by the 
army, when information was brought that Mi- 
chael had set a price on the head of its general. 
An universal shout of indignation and horror 
against the king and his confederates instantly 
burst from the camp : the soldier?, laying their 
sabres in the form of crosses, solemnly swore 
to defend and avenge their commander, "I 
accept your protestations/* replied Sobieski, 
affected by their enthusiasm ; " but remember, 
the first duty I require of you is to save your 
country." 

In reality, Sobieski's thoughts were too much 
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engrossird in planning how be might best meet 
the coming storm^ to bestow a thought upoi» 
bis personal safety. He knew that, \yhile the re* 
public was arming against itself, Kiuperfi, hav- 
ing received no an&wer to his manifesto^ had 
procured the menaced war to be pronounced a 
just one in the divan, and had seen it sanctified 
by the fefta of- the mufti. Aheady the horses^ 
tails, ensigns of blood and havoc, were waving 
over the walls of the seraglio, and Mahomet, 
like ML devastating torrent, approached to over^ 
whelm the unhappy country of Sobieski. ^ 

Kaminieck, the capital of Podolia, and the 
key of Poland^ became the first object of the 
crown general's cares, as he was well convinced 
the Turks would open the campaign by laying 
^iege to it. It was a citadel fortified still more 
by nature than by art. Built upon a steep rock 
whose base was washed by the river Smotrick, 
which nearly encompassed it, it had in all age» 
been regarded as the bulwark of Poland, and 
long had been contemplated with envy by the 
Turks, and jealousy by the Tartars* Sobieski^s 
first care was that of dispatching thither eight 
regiments of infantry to reinforce the garrison. 

It was now that one of the most fatal e&cts 
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inseparable from civil distentions first became 
manifest to the crown general. The governor, 
who was warmly attached to Michael, refused 
to admit the troops of Sobieski ; fearful of 
giving his interest a preponderance in a place 
of so much importance. 

TVIeanwhile Mahomet, at the head of a hun- 
dred and fifty; thousand men, had passed the 
Danube near Silistria, crossed Walachia and 
Transylvatiia, thrown bridges Over the Niester 
atnhe foot of the walls of Choczim, and soon 
appeared before Kaminieck. * H6 was there met' 
by the khan Selim Gierai, accompanied by 
Mefadin and Galga,his sons, with one hundred 
thousand Tartars under his cominand. The 
sultan, dividing this irregular force into three 
bodies, sent them to make predatory excursions 
as far as the Vistula, vvbile the Cossacks carried 
desolation on the opposite side. 

Michael, with his hundred thousand nobles, 
was closely shut up within his encampment, and 
Sobieski was still at the head of his little arniy 
at Lovicz, when an act of temerity in Meradin 
rendered manifest the incorrigible degeneracy 
of the king, and the inefiiciency of his forces. 
The young Tartar prince, as he skirted the 
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palatinate of Lubliu^ daringly directed his 
m^rch between the tM^'o Polish camp$ ; at which 
Michael was seized with so great a panic, from 
a suspicion that he was acting in concert with 
Sobieski, that he fled precipitately to Lublin ; 
and the whole multitude of his attendant nobles, 
catching the infection of teitor, diss^ppeared 
^ith extraordinary celerity. 

Meanwhile Sobieski, sensible* that he must 
expose his little army, consisting of thirty 
thousand Poles, to certain and useless destruc- 
tion, by the a^empt to relieve Kaminieck, 
which was surrounded by one hundred and fifty 
thousand Turks, saw the necessity of abandon* 
ing that fortress to its dreadful fgte. By doing 
this, he was enabled to prove of inestimable n$e 
tp Poland, in stopping the influx of Tartars 
sjfnd Cossacks, who weresriready desolating that 
afflicted country. 

He first encountered Meradin, and engaged 
t)im with «uch si^al success that he fled, nearly 
alone^ to the camp of his brother ; who^ to avoid 
a similar disaster, pushed forward to join his 
father. The rapidity of Sobieski^s naove^ 
ments, however, frustrated his plans ; he intei:^. 
cepted the young Tartar^ ^ngagj^4 ^^^ defieate^ 
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liirhv Then leaving his infantry to guard the 
spoils^ he closely jpursued the fugitives, and 
overtook them just as .they had reached the 
khan. The latter, not having yet engaged hi* 
troops, he found in a condition to give him ba&- 
tie. But Selim, like a true Tartar, was too so*- 
licitous^to preserve the precious metals, rich furs, 
horses and Cattle, of which he had plundered 
Poland, to risk the loss of his booty in the ro- 
mantic attempt to redeem the honour of his 
sons. His only aim, therefore, was to avoid an 
encounter which must endanger them; while 
Sobi^ski, incessantly hovering near him^ watch*. 
ed for a favourable posttioa to attack his retreat'* 
ing enemy. 

At the foot of the Carpathian mountains, in 
a narrow defile in which the Tartars liad not 
room to draw up their troops, the crown general 
commenced his assault; It was followed by a 
long contested and bloody action, which ter- 
minated in the flight of Selim Gierai and his 
sons ; who, beside fifteen thousand slain, a great 
number of prisoners^ and the whole of tfaeic 
immense booty, left behind them above thirty 
thousand Poles whom they had been leading 
into slavey. 

F 3 
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It was an affecting sights afler the retreat of 
the Tartars, to see these grateful creatures^ who 
a few hours before believed they were forever 
cut ofF from again beholding their wives, their 
children, or their homes, throw themselves in 
a transport of joy at the feet of Sobieski, bless- 
ing him as their preserver. The crown general, 
touehed to the soul at this scene^ .prostrated 
himself beside them, and by his example di* 
rected their thanksgiving to a higher source. 

But while he was thus gloriously employed 
in freeing his country from the Tartars, Kiu* 
perli had n6t been less active before Kaminieck. 
Daring a period which historians have varied 
from twelve . to thirty days, the constant dis- 
charge of cannon which the vizier kept up from 
live batteries soon reduced the city to ruins. 

In this state of wretchedness the besieged re* 
ceived an offer from Kiuperli, to be allowed the 
liberty of returning cinmolested, with their arms 
and baggage, provided they would peaceably 
deliver up the fortress to him in twenty-fdur 
hours. 

This humane proposal, at a moment whe» 
(as Was well known to them) he had made cviery 
disposition for a genera! storm, determined their 
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conduct ; and Kaminieck was surrendered to 
the Turks on the 29th of August, 1672. . 
* The sultan, by this time master of the whole 
of Podoh'a as well a^ of its capital, sent Gierai's 
sons into all the places of the Ukraine that were 
possessed by the Cossacks, and encamped him- 
self at Boudchaz. with his main army; while 
Sobieski, on leading back his victorious troops 
from the foot of the Carpathian mountains, Was 
greeted with the intelligence that disaster had 
been heaped' upon disaster during his absence. 
He had no time^ however^ to expend on vain 
regret, as every effort of his mind was requisite 
to forni some plan of attacking the Turks, 
wherein his own genms migh^. supply the want 
of numbers. 

While the crown general was himself making 
every possible exertion to recruit his small 
army, he sent a detachment tg reconnoitre the 
sultan's camp at Boudchaz; but all his patriotic 
plans were suddenly frustrated, not by the sut 
tan's troops^, but by the degeneracy of Michael. 
This pusillanimous prince, still inclosed within 
the walls of Lublin^ learned with equal coqster- 
Mtion the rapid progress of the sultan and the< 
victories of the crown general. . Yet however 



g^reat were li is terrors of the Ottoman arms, of 
Sobieski they were still greater, since he would 
rather have seen Poland perish, than owe to him 
its preserva^tion. No sooner was he convinced 
that the crown general had raised new levies, 
and was preparing to try his talents against 
KiuperH, by disposing his forces to advance 
upon Boudchaz,. than he sent a secret emissary 
to the camp of Mahomet to sue with abject hu- 
mility for peace; leaving that potentate master 
of every condition, provided he would acknow* 
ledge him as king of Poland. 

Mahomet, as the price of this condescensioDi 
insisted on retaining Raminieck with the whole 
of Podolia; demanded that the republic should 
henceforth renounce all pretensions to the 
.Ukraine*; admit the Cossacks to be vassals of 
the Ottoman empire ; and, as the last stage of 
degradation, that she should thenceforth ac- 
knowledge herself tributary to the Porte,. by 
an annual payment of twenty thousand lion* 
dollars. 

These ignominious 'terms were eagerly ac« 
cepted, in preference to the risk of elevating 
Sobieski still higher in the esteem of his coun^ 
trj^inen, by perhaps ]givin^ him the opportunity 



of placing them in a condition to treat with the 
enemy upon equal terms. Kiuperii, in advising 
the sultan to these stipulations, well knew that 
the king of Poland could not of himself perform' 
(hem, as he possessed the privilege of making 
neither peace nor war without the sanction of 
the diet. Yet he was satisfied with having for 
the present added a province' to his master's 
dominions, which he took care to use every 
precaution to retain. He was, besides, about to 
leave in Poland a spirit of internal discord which 
promised to consume her, without any further 
sacrifice of the blood of Mussulmen. His chief 
care, tlierefore, was to leave the requisite forces 
to preserve his conquests in objection, aiid to 
overawe the Cossacks. Having removed the 
inhabitants of Podolia to the other side of the 
Danube, .placed two thousand spahis in theit 
desolated province^ and encamped eighty thou* 
sand Turks at <Dhocziiki for the purpose of en- 
forcing the submission of Poland, he followed 
Mahomet and thie remainder of his troops, to 
Constantinople. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Xn the mean time Mich^iel, who had preserved 
• the crown at such a-price, felt great complacency 
at seeing himself again surrounded by the lower 
prder of nobility, who on the disappearance of 
danger had once more rallied roimd him. In 
the whole republic there was not one Pole vvho 
manifested so deep a sense of grief apd indig* 
nation at the bumilifttion of his country, as So- 
bieski. With his hopes frustrated^ £|nd his 
actions fettered by the peace, he remained silept^ 
and abstracted in his camp at Lovicz, av^^aiting 
there the assembling of the diet of pacifi- 
cation. 

'Michael, whose late complicated fears were * 
pow singly directed against the crown general, 
by way of removing this last obstacle to his 
perfect satisfaction, bethought himself of seed- 
ing an embassy to his camp, offering to p^don 
find forget what had .passed, provided the pro- 
scribed nobles would once more acknowledge 
fiim as their king^ by renewing their oath of 



73 

allegiance* To this proposal Sobieski dfity 
answered, that when bis majesty, had sworn tg 
the republic better to observe in future those 
articles of the Pacta Conventa which he had sq 
repeatedly violated^ neithei^ himself nor his 
friends would be found backward in comply- 
ing with the ternis required of thern. 

It was happy for Poland that the confederated 
nobles had chosen Sobieski for their leader; 
since his higlf spirit was so tempered by patri- 
otisnn^ as to render hini. an invincible barrier 
between the opposing parties. While on the 
. one hand his well earned reputation forced 
Michael and his supporters to respect ^ league 
of which he was the head, his influence over his 
friends effectual ly curbed their impatience to , 
spill that blood in civil conflict, which he care- 
fully treasured for a nobler cause — the redemp- 
tion of his country from vassalage. 

During the period which elapsed in awful 
luncertainty of what would be the conduct of the 
league, the qiieen and the Austrian ambassa*- 
jdor were very busy with their offers to mediate 
between the king and Sobieski. Clement th^ 
X^^th also joined his endeavours to bring m%p^ 
ters to an amicable adjustment \ as a first step Uh 
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wards wbicb, Mifehael was prevailed on by them 
Unconditionally to reverse the sentence of pro- 
scription which had been passed against the 
tonfederated nobles ; and to send a deputation 
to the camp of Lovicz to assure them of his af^ 
faction, and to invite them to the diet of paci- 
fication, which was to be held in Warsaw in tt;ie 
beginning of l673- 

As it was on the effect which might be pro^ 
duced on his fellow citizens by the power of rea- 
sonings not by turning against them the un* 
doubted strength of bis arms^ that Sobieski had 
ever placed his hopes of rousing them to his 
6wn keen sense of the humiliating state to which 
their country was reduced, he immfediately sig^ 
nified his intention of attending the approach- 
ing diet. 

At this declaration of the crown general, his 
officers and soldiers, pressing round him with 
great emotion, represented the danger to which 
he must expose his person by thus putting 
himself within the power of his- enemies : 
but Sobieski, who required no other shield^ 
than the u|)rigfatness of his intentions, remain- 
ed inflexible, and on the appointed day took 
Ills place in the diet. 
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The sensations of Michael may. be easily 
conceived when th^ crown general arose to ad* 
dress^ his assembled countrymen. Weak and . 
contemptible as was that monarch, it is not 
possible but he must have been overwhelmed 
by the painful feelings of shame and appreheai- 
9ion ; — shame^ at the disgraceful cowardice and 
treachery with which he .had abandoned Po^ 
lanij to her enemies^ without one effort to pro- 
tect her, — apprehension, lest the indignant and 
revered guardian of her independence was about 
to draw down on him the prompt and signal 
vengeance of an injured nation. But Micha^ 
was at the feet of Sobieski ; and it was not in 
'his generous nature to trample on a fallen ene- 
my. The cautious temperance with which, in 
his opening speech, he shunned inflaming the 
passions of his auditors, by degrees reassured Mi- 
chael. He perceived that the drift of the crowi^ 
generaFs advice extended no further than to 
enforce^ in future, bis observance of the laws 
of the republic ; not to revive the desire of de*> 
throning him, But when Sobieski came t6 
speak of the treaty of Boudchaz ; to expose the 
in&my and ruin witjb which it covered Po* 
land,~'hurried on by the tide of his patriotic 
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emotions, he depicted, with residtle^ eloquence, 
the degradation to which it had reduced his 
country. He could not, without shedding 
tears of indignation, recapitulate its humiliating 
clauses;. and appealing from the monarch, 
whose concurrence it had received, to the re- 
public^ which had not yet ratified her own dis* 
grace, he called on the assembly, in a strain too 
tioble to be resisted, to disavow and spurn the 
debasing treaty. The unanimous voice of the 
assembly echoed the sentiments of Sobieski ; 
the treaty of ' ^pudchaz was declared infamous, 
illegal, and of noo-effect* 

Yet when the first burst of enthusiasm which 
the crown general had roused was a little. sub* 
aided,' he was asked what would be {he etfect 
of this declaration at Constantinople. '^ It will 
kindfe the brand of vengeance,*- replied So- 
bieski: ^* but that it mliy not consume our 
country, we will go forth to quench i^s fire." 

Alarm seized the diet at this declaration; 
even those who most deprecated the humiliating 
treaty of Boudchaz shrunk from the prospect 
of .renewing the war with a power that had so 
lately humbled them to the dust They repre- 
fsented that the Polish ^rmy was small; that 
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new levies would not be capable of standing' 
Sigainst the veteran troops of Kiuperli ; that 
the revenues of the republic were exhaustedy 
and the people, already weighed down with, 
taxes^ were unable to bear new ones; that 
Mahomet, in full possession of the Ukraine 
and Podolia, with his eighty thousand Turk« 
upon tjie frontiers, had irrevocably sealed the 
fate of their ruined country^. " Let us rather 
wait," said others, "till we have recruited our 
strength, formed alliances to assist us, and pro^ 
cured subsidies ; which we have reason to hdpe 
we may effect, since oufrs.is the common cause 
of Christendoyn.** 

These arguments seemed to admit of no dis- 
pute; but Sobieski replied, and t}ie strength 
of his genius subdued the fears of the most 
timid. ^^ I am well aware," said he, ** that ouf 
present force is small, and that our finances are 
exhausted ; but these evils are not irremediable. 
The boors who cultivate our soil acquire a spe- 
cies of freedom by taking arms, and, when 
headed by an experienced commander, soon 
become soldiers. I demand of you no more 
than sixty* thousand men to free Poland from' 
the Ottoman yoke. But where are We to find 
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a fatid to pay them ? you will ask. Were I to 
answer. By the sale t>fyour consecrated plate^ you 
should not hesitate so to apply it,- since the 
pageantry of religion can never be more sa« 
credly employed than in rescuing a Christian 
country from the power of infidels. I am not, 
liowever, reduced to make that proposal. The 
rfspublic possesses, in the castle of Cracoyr^ trea* 
sure suflKcient for 0ur preservation. My coun-« 
trymen ! shall we Wait for Mahomet to wrest it 
from us, when we may yet render it instrument 
tal in breaking those fetters by which he would 
perpetuate our slavery ? Let us not waste the 
precious moments that we may yet call ours, 
in soliciting alliances and subsidies. Negotia-. 
iions are tedious, the future uncertain, the pre- 
^ent^only within our power. Our ancestors 
would have perished rather than have submitted 
to a single year of slavery. Let us imitate their 
glorious example." 

The words of Sobieski acted with the force 
of electricity on the senate and the equiestrian 
order; each caught from him a spark of the 
noble fire of patriotism which lighted his coun- 
tenadce and animated his discourse; and by 
Universal acclamation the treaty of Boudchaz 
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was again pronounced void — the peace broken 
— and tjie words ''Death or freedom/' uttered 
from every mouth, proclaimed that the torch 
of war was already rekindled. The triumph of 
i>atriotism over selfishness appeared to be com- 
plete: but detraction,^ that mildew of superi-. 
ority, was yet to take her turn in the assembly. 
The late governor of Kaminieck, who had re- 
fused to admit the troops which Sohieski had 
sent thither for its preservation, rose to implore 
the notice of the diet. He said that he bad to 
divulge an atrocigus crinae which had been per-/ 
petrated against Poland. Having fixed general, 
attention by this, opening, he proceeded to as- 
sert that the late invasion by the Turks and, 
Tartars had been invited and aided by a Polish, 
-traitor; that he had himself seen several wag-, 
gons laden with immense treasure, which he 
had since discoveried to be the barter for which, 
Kaminieck had been sold to Maho{net; that 
at Zloczow, a seat of Sqbieski, in the hands of 
one of his officers had been found notes for 
certain sums payable at Constantinople; and 
he conipluded by declaring that, though with, 
great reluctance, he now impeached the crown, 
general as the traitor towards whom his denun- 
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ciation pointed. Astonishment filled e^ery 
breast on hearing this improbable accusatiqp. 
Who could indeed believe that the man who 
bad delivered Poland from the Tartars, had in* 
vited them to invade her ? that he who had 
weakened his own forces by detaching eight 
regiments to save Kaminieck, could have sold 
that fortress ? Yet every eye was turned from 
Lonski to Sobieski, who, without change of 
countenance^ immediately addressed the king 
and the representatives of the nation : " If I 
am guilty/* said he, " of this crime, I am un- 
worthy to sit in this augus.t assemWy. I there- 
fore withdraw ; and, till I am either convicted 
or acquitted by my country, I shall remain a 
voluntary prisoner in the palace of Oviasdo ia 
this city/* 

^he first impulse of the senate was to rise, 
and in a body to conjure the crown general to 
despise a calumny whose grossness destroyed 
itselft But he was inflexible, and quitted the 
assembly. Lonski was immediately put dnder 
arrest ; and as a step now become necessary to 
satisfy the* accused,' four senators and eight 
provincial deputies were app6inted by the diet 
(o examine into the merits of the cause. 
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. The aceuser could not substantiate liis charge 
upon the trial : jon^the contrary, it was clearly 
proved that the officer, in whose hands he af- 
firmed that he had s^n the notes 5n Constant 
tiiiople, had never been at Zloczow since the 
taki ng of Kami nieck. Lonski prevaricated and 
varied so palpably in his evidence, that hfs false- 
hood became manifest ; but, in the progress of 
his e^caniination, he confessed that in this slan«^ 
der^he had merely been an instrument in the 
hands of a powerful party of the crown general's 
enemies, ' , ' ' ' \ 

Sobieski, satisfied with bis own acquittal^ re- 
quested the senate to allow the aiTaii^ to drop. 
He declared that he willingly sacrificed his 
private resentments ^to the public safety, which 
required thaftits counsellors should,be otherwise 
engaged at such a crisis than in the punishment 
of private wrongs. It was thought indispensa- 
ble, however, to pass sentence on Lonski. He 
was condemned to death, and delivered to So- 
^ bieski, whose office of grand marshal required 
that he should confirm the sentence by giving 
orders for his execution. To this circumstance 
did the criminal owe his life, since the native 
generosity of Sobieski disdained to use the power 
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personal injufies. " ' 

Every friend to Poland* rejoiced in the ha* 
Bourahle acquittal of Spbieski ; and the diet 
seized eagerly- on the opportunity of giving proof 
of its unlimited confidence in him, by commit- 
ting to his care all the preparations of a war 
which was to terminate in. the preservation or 
Fuin of the republic. The treasure at Cracow, 
whioh had been accmnulating during several 
centuries, was removed to Warsaw, and deliver- 
ed to Sobieski ; for, though the grand treasureif 
Morstyn claimed the right, in virtue of his of- 
fice, W distribute it, this was tbouglit no time 
for etiquette or delay* 

The money raised from this resource; was dis- 
tributed by the c'rown general amotigst his offi- 
cers, for the purpose of raising recruits. As a 
further sum was found necessary, it was quickly 
supplied by a subsidy, which was not more 
cheerfully imposed by the republic than paid 
by the people : so popular w^ts the attempt to 
throw off the Turkish yoke, aud so great the 
confidence reposed in the man to whom all 
looked as the instrument of their redemption. * 

While Sobieski was himself occupied in the 
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preparations* necessary td begin the cAmpaign^ 
he senthis emissaries into Various places to pro^ 
cure an exact statement of the enemy*s situationi 
From them he learned that, after the departure 
of Mahomet, all the bridges across the Danube 
had been demolished ; that Tartary was in a 
atate of tranquillity, but that Walachia was in 
considerable commotion. With respect to the 
camp at Choczim, the most formidable report 
was given him ; it was described as resembling v" 
an immense fortress, which from its .communi* 
cation with Kanriinieck, by its bridges across 
the Niester, appieared erected to hold -Poland in 
perpetual subjectipn. ^ 

iSobieski had taken care, from the first, not to 
•deceive himself as to the immense responsibi- 
lity with which he stood charged, and the dan- 
gers that he must encounter in fulfilling his 
promises to Poland; but his was one of those 
rare minds, in which the very greatness of the 
hazard seems to inspire the power requisite to 
encounter it successfully. He no sooner found 
himself in a condition to putiiis Iroops in mo* 
tion, than he sent instructions to the grand 
general of Lithuania to join him a few leagues 
from Leopol. But here he was doomed to ex- 
G 2 • 
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perfeiH^e that it was not merely the Turks and 
their allies whom he had to conquer. Miehael 
Paz, his rival and bitter enemy, stiidioosly eon- . 
trived im{)ediments to excu3e his obeyihg the 
mandate of Sobieski, who in vain dispatched 
courier after courier to ui^e his march. ^ 

He had consequently the inexpressible grief 
aiiid mortification to see the end of September 
arrive (a period at which it was more proper^o 
dose the campaign than to begin itj before the 
Polish army was joined by the Lithuanians. 
The crown general, on their arrival^ dissembled 
the vekation and disappointment which he felt 
at this inexcusable delay^ and sought only how 
best to repair the misfortune which was now 
not to be avoided ; but he had yet another stroke 
to support, which was a still greater trial of his 
fortitude. 

The king, whose incapacity was, if possible, 
more striking in military afi^irs than, any others> 
soured by jealousy at Sobieski's popularity, and 
instigated by the advice of the enemies of that 
great man, rj&solved on putting himself at the 
head of bis army at this critical inoment; Ne-^ 
Ver was there an occasion on which it was more 
necessary for the commander-in-chief to act in 
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person^ to be prompt, decided^ and 'absolate. 
Such a chief as Michael, therefore, could otilv 
perplqx, retard^ and rain every plan. . His first 
step on joining the forces was a suj£cient speci- 
men of what was to be expected from him. He 
issued orders that a council of«war should be 
assembled ; and the patties met, in the belief that' 
their plan of operations was about to b^ settled; 
great i^erefore ^as their surprise, when his 
majesty informed them it was for the purpose 
of debating whether it were prudent to pro- 
voke so formidable a power as that of the Ot^ 
tomans. 

The grand chancellor of Poland replied^ 
"We have already passed the Rubicon; it b 
now too late to look back*'* 

But Paz, delighted at an opportunity of put* 
ting the patience of Sobieski to the proof, re- 
marked sarcastically — " I have equipped my 
Lithuanians for a seven years expedition; and 
since we are bent on crmading, it is to be la- 
mented that the true cross is no longer at Je- 
rusalem/' 

*^ I had hoped," observed Sobieski, rising and 
addressing the council with grave dignity, ^' that 
jour deliberations would have turned on subjects 
more to the purpose. To what end may we 
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debate ina coundl of war,.a fnatter which has 
been already decided in an Assembly of the na- 
tion ? Is it forgotten that we formed part, of 
that assembly, or that we owe obedience to the 
republic? Our duty has been already fixed ; 
oo choice is left us, but how best to execute it ; 
vre have no time to lose, let us endeavour to re- 
pair the mischief of having lost so much/* 

The council broke up without any thing 
having been decided, and. the king next com- 
Hianded that the army should be drawn out for, 
kis review. Spbieski might well have felt some 
exultation as he -exhibited fifty thousand eiFec- 
tive'men^ who, -through his unremitting ex- 
ertions, had b^en raised and disciplined' for the 
redemption of Poland. 

• The manoBUvres were scarcely over, when the 
king complained of sudden indisposition, and 
caused himself to be immediately conveyed tx> 
Leopol. His disorder was there found by his, 
physicians to be of so threatening a nature, that 
•bis rejoining the army was impossible : Sobi- 
eski, therefore, put his forces in motion for a 
«ix weeks mavch. » . 

All now appeared to go well with the army 
of Poland; it reached the banks of the Niester, 
where the croWn general halted for some days, 
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to give the last body of the Lithuanian troops 
tiaie to join him ; but there he becaoie 8ep>ibl€^ 
that he carried with him a party dievoted ]to the 
<^urtj which still ' seized every opportunity to 
thwart him, and sow the seeds of discontent 
among, the soldiers. These enemies to the re^ 
public^ now assuming the ma^k of zeal for the 
safety and comfort of the soldiers, disseminated* 
the remarks thaitj as they proceeded, provisioaei 
must become daily more scarce, and the road^ 
more difficult; the winter .with its frosts having 
ftlready overtaken them. When it was per-» 
ceiyed that these observations had produced tha 
desired effect among the troops, a council of 
war was. demanded by the malcontetits; and 
readily granted on the part of the.crown general* 
On this occasion it was represented to him, that 
if he persisted in leading them forward at that 
season, they must cross rivers swollen with 
snow, and large forests scarcely peneti:able by 
the troops. In short, nothing but madnes<,«a6 
jlihey insisted, eould induce him to expose to 
such superior numbers the last remaining 
3trength of Poland^ under all the di^^advantages 
as4 fatigue attending a march performed 
at^id^t the rigour of winter. 
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Sdbieskt, filled with indignation at arguments 
. which tended directly to blast the hopes of free- 
dom with which .he had inspired his country^ 
painted in glowing colours the ignominy that 
must dover them^ if by turning back, jafter a 
march that had already attracted so much at-' 
tention, they acknowledged Poland to be sub- 
dued before her sons had drawn a siilgle sword 
in her defence. He depicted to them the ir- 
retrievable degradation to which the republic 
would be sunk, by appearing^ but for a moment, 
to submit to the chains which had been forged 
for her. " I am well informed;'' pursued th6 
crown general, ^ that a Chiau is now actually 
on his journey from Constantinople, to de- 
mand the infamous tribute which was agreed 
to in the treaty of Qoudchaz ; ihsX he is the 
bearer of the caphlan to our king, thaf ignomi- 
nious vestment which will rank him among the 
slaves of the Porte, Fear not famine — I have 
taken the necessary precautions for your supply, 
of food. Pear not the enemy, though his num- 
bers eicceed ours. My officers may desert me; 
but I am confident that my brave soldiers, whom 
I have so often led to glory, will not abandorf 
their long-tried general. It is to Choczim 1 9m 
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conducting tbeoi ; from whencNer I will either 
i^eturn crowned with a victory that shall set my 
country free, or pc^rish in tHe glorious attiempt." . 

The eloquence of Sbbieski again prevailed,* 
and the passage of the Niester was unanimously 
agreed on. ' ; 

On this occasion, th6 versatility of the nnulti- 
tude was very strongly exemplified. Those 
who had uttered the loudest clamours against 
marching to Choczim, now became the most 
eager to . lead the way thither, as if desirous of 
ef&cing the remembrance of their late miscon- 
duct. It required all the exertions of Sobieski^ 
to restrain the rash impetuosity which impelled 
many of the troops t€^ swim across the river, who 
were too impatient to wait the construction of a 
bridge. Several perished in ^the midst of the 
swollen Niester ; but at length the bridge was 
completed, and the army passed it, the crown 
general bringing up the rear. They advanced 
into the immense forest of Bucovina, in which 
a chain of the Carpathian mountains forms 
many difficult and dangerous defiles; but in the 
pr^s^nt temper <^ the troops no complaints were 
heard. 

It is not easy to account for the profound Ig-; 
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norance in which the Pprte sQoins to have been 
kept^ respeejting proceedings so public as those 
^hich had recently takcA place in the meeting 
of the diet in Poland ; but it is certain that the 
army, instead of meeting with any Turkish 
forces to dispute the passes, for which Sobieski 
was prepared,, encountered only Mahomet's 
messenger, who was solemnly proceeding to 
Warsaw to denuind the first payment x>f the 
tribute stipulated in the treaty of Boudchaz. 
Sobieski demanded of him his dispatclies : but 
the Turk refused with so much of the haughti« 
ness which he imagined n^ight, wjth impunity^ 
be shown to a conquered tributary^ that th^ 
crown general, turning to his officers^ exdaimedi 
f By St. Stanislaus I a.m tempted to punish the 
insolence of this Musulman by shaving his 
4i6ard!*' But respects for the law of nations 
clMcked thi? sally, and. he permitted the Chiau 
to proceed on his mission, without suffering 
this greatest indignity that can be offered taa 
'Mahometan. In the beginning of November 
Sobieski appeared before the camp at Chc^c^ica. 
Had any other excitement but that of patri^ 
otism been requisite to call forthi in the ap- 
•proaching conflict^ all the talei^ts. of the crown 



91 

general, he would' have found it i^ th6 sjjot Qii 
which he was about to grapple for the fr^j^Ml^ 
of hisr country. It was the same on which hisr 
illustrious father had, fifty years before, immor* 
talized himself by rfe/cw^/in^, against .th^ sultanr 
Osman and his immense forces, an encamps 
ment on the very place which his son was nou^ 
about to attack. * • 

He found the town of Choczim defended by 
a high citadel on the right side of the river, 
and the h^ad of the bridge on the left, covered 
by a strong fort. The Turkish army, consist- ' 
ing of eighty thousand veteran troops, was comi. 
manded by the i^eraskier Hasseim, a pupil of 
the great Kiuperli. 

Hassein) had exhausted the country for many ^ 
leagues round, in plentifully supplying his 
camp, when the Poles, who wf re consequently 
deprived of the means, of procuring many neces*- 
saries, and a great proportion of whom had ne^ 
ver been in actual service, appeared before the 
Turkish army. 

On the night of their arrival a council of war 
was held by the Polish oflScers, at which So* 
bieski had again the mortification to experience 
that4ie had more to dread frdm hi& nomifia} 
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friends than»from his open enemies. Paz etn* 
ployed all his ingenuity in setting forth the 
immense inequality of the terms on which they* 
must give battle to the Ottomans ; and main- 
tained that to attempt it was to expose to cer- 
tain destruction the last resource of the fepuV^ , 
lie. In this temerity he declared he was so de^ 
termined not'to share, that he had come*to the 
resolution of withdrawing his Lithuahians at 
the dawn of morning, to preserve them for the 
future service of their country (l6). 

Sobieski, harassed but not shaken in his reso- ^ 
lution bythis continued and ill-timedpppositiony 
coolly replied, that His arrival before Ghoczim 
had not disclosed to him any difficulty or dan^ 
ger which he had not anticipated, and maturely 
prepared to meet; that the only misfortune 
-which he had not foreseen was the threatened 
desertion of Paz, who must be well aware that, 
^ attempting to retire before an enemy of such 
superior force, he should expose his troops to 
greater peril than in boldly attacking him. He 
added, that the only favour he should ask of 
the grand general of Lithuania was^ not to withi ' 
ilraw till be liad vvitnessed the first onset be- 
tween himself and the enemies of his country^ 
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. Paz was not proof against this #inixtui?e of 
firmness and temperance in his livaL Brave 
himself, and fond of glory, even his jealousy 
could, not stimulate him to persevere in with** 
boldihg his assistance in the approaching con- 
flict; which, if successful to the arms of Poland, 
must cover her champions with glory, but en- 
tail on those who at such a moment should de- 
sert her csruse, indelible disgrace^ * 

The crown geneiral was at thievery time ac- 
quainted with circumstances which promised 
considerably to aid the. Polish forces, but which 
be cx3uld not divulge, withQut great imprudence^ 
in the public council. The princes of Mol- 
davia and Walachia, highly incensed by the 
haughtiness and disrespect which. they had ex- 
perienced from the seraskier Hasseim, who had 
actually struck the former with his pole-axe, 
had offered Sobieski to join his standard in the 
heat of the battle ; and as an earnest of their 
friendly disposition towards him, they daily 
sent hitn secret advice of every thing of import- 
ance which was transacted in the Ottoman camp, 
s On. the 10th Sobieski had prepared every 
• thing. for battle ; but^ instead of immediately be- 
ginning the attack, he kept his men inactive. 
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tlioush under arnis^ the whole of that day and 
the ensuing night. It was a night of intense 
severity ; snow fell in abundance, and the sol* 
diers suffered dreadfiilly from the frost : brut the 
example of Sobieski silenced every murmur. 
He repeatedly visited in person the dilfTerent 
posts ;* and refusing the shelter of a tent, he 
rested himself on the carriage of a cannon du- 
ring the remainder of this memorable night, ex« 
posed to all the inclemency of the weather. 
. At break of day the policy of. his conduct be* 
came manifest. Much as his troops had suffered 
by remaining twenty-four hours under arms in 
'such severe vweatber ; the Turks, who were 
compelled to follovv their example in their own 
defence, ha:d suffered infinitdy more. Accus- 
tomed-to a mild climate, their strength was - 
wholly exhausted by braving the hardships oi 
the night, and subdued nature imperiously re* 
quired that they should retire and take some 
repose towards morning. 

As increasing day-light discovered to the 
watchful Sobieski the thinness of the Ottoman 
ranks, he turned , eagerly to the officers who 
surrounded him, exclaiming, ^^This is the mo- 
ment for which I have been waiting; — carrj!^ 



9» 

my orders for an immediate attack.*' Then ob-' 
serving that the first brigade^ dispirited by their 
late sntf'erings, did not show all the prompti- 
tude he wished in obeying him, he instantly 
made his own regiment of dragoons, whom he 
bad himself formed, dismount; and putting- 
hjmself at its head^ he led the way to the Turk- 
ish entrenchments. 

' The sight of their revered commander fightr 
ing on the ramparts of the enemy, exposed ta 
a heavy fire and supported only by his dra- 
goons, kindled with the quickness of lightning 
the dormant fire of the Poles. Trembling for 
the safety ofSobieski, and eager to purchase it 
with their own lives, they rushed impetuously 
on the right and left, seized post after post, and 
in a short time turned the cannon of the enemy 
against himself. . 

Tlie Turks, surprised, bewildered, and pressed 
on all stdes, fell or fltd so fast, that the camp, 
soon ccjvered with thtt dying altd the dead, pre- 
sented no longer the appearance of a conflicts 
but that r)f.a cc^m^pltfe rout. On one sidt^ were 
aetrn fl\ jugsq-adronsof thieeneni) ,wlja,t"avotd 
the purMiing Poles, madly precipitated them- 
selves irom a rock, to meet certain death on the 
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craffs beneath ; on the other, broken patties of 
infantry, driven back from the crowded cijtadel, 
where they. had vainly sought refuge, to expire 
beneath the sabres of the victors, MultiUides 
of the cavalry, finding their course checked by 
the destruction of the bridges across the Niester, 
plunged into the river ; arid the small number 
of these, who in defiance of the ra^^id current j 
and fire of the Poles, succeeded in reaching the 
opposite side, sought refuge under the walls of 
Kaminieck. 

During the prelude to this scene of carnage 
and horror, Sobieski had been every where, 
animating, leading on his troops, and turning to 
. his own advantage every error of the enemy. 
HisI victory had le^ the river covered with ten 
thousand turbans, while the earth was stained 
with the blood of twenty thousand slain, among 
whom were eight thousand janizaries. 

Gresit as jwas this day to the crown general, 
when considered merely as exhibiting his mili- 
tary' talents; to appretiate justly all the merit 
of the hero of Choczim, it is necessary to keep 
in mind the glorious object for which be fought; 
and the many obstacles which enyy, malevo* 
lence, and jealousy compelled him to surmount, 
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before he cpuld render the army which he had 
created, the instrument of his country's eman- 
cipation. History furnishes us with no brighter 
example of genuipe patriotism^ of strength of 
mind, of talents equal to the accompUshment 
of an pbject whose magnitude and difficulty 
pone but a great soul could have contemplated 
with the just confidence of achieving. 

It is painful to relate that Sobieski,. after the 
battle, felt himself called on to commit one of 
those acts of rigour, which, notwithstanding the 
circumstances of war may sometimes render 
them deeds of patriotic though stern duty, it 
18 impossible for humanity to contemplate with- 
out shuddering. 

When he compared the great superiority la 
numbers of the Turkish prisoners over his tri- 
umphant little band of Poles, and considered 
the small dependence which he could place on 
the contin.ued co-operation of the Lithuanians 
while commanded by so impracticable and en- 
vious a general as Paz, added to his total want 
pf confidence in the MeVfty of the princes of 
Moldavia and Walachia ; he thought it neces- 
sary for the preservation of the victory he had 
gained, a victory on which depended the fate of 
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Polaad, to cause a considerable number of th^ 
Ottoman captives to be put to the sword. No 
one war more constituted than Sobieski, to feel 
that in the eye of posterity this action would 
be regarded as a deep stain on the laurels he 
had acquired at the battle of Choczum. When, 
therefore, his enthusiastic love of glory and the 
clemency of his character are remeipbered, no 
doubt can exist that he must have grieved at 
the necessity of a sacriflce, which he reluctantly 
consummated for the preservation of hb coun# 
try*s freedom. 

The voice of pity, however,- to which he 
dared not before listen, governed his conduct 
towards the unhappy creatures who had sought 
safety in the citadel of Choc?im. The Polish 
artillery had been brotight to bear against that 
place, which could not possibly have held but 
many hours ; yet he granted terms of capitular 
tion full of generosity to the besieged. He 
allowed them to be safely conducted to Kami- 
nieck, with as much of their effects as forty 
waggops could convey. The commandant of 
that fortress acknowledged his grateful sense of 
this lenity, by voluntarily sending back, with- 
out ransom, fifty Polish prisoners. 
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CHAPTERV.. 

W^HILE the army, of Sobieski bad been success^ 
fully employed in recoverfng the liberty of Po- 
landy by annihilatiug the veteran army of the 
Porte; and teaching Mahomet that a spirit of 
freedom rendered the republic, with her mode« 
rate resources^ capable of spurning his vas- 
calage ; the Turkish Cbiau had been pompous- 
ly proceeding on his ^mission to the king of 
Poland, to demand the ratification of the treaty 
of Boudchaz, by the first payment of the humi- 
liating tribute. 

- He found Michael at the point of death at 
Leopol : it had been there discovered by his 
physicians, that the disorder which had seized 
the monarch at the review was of an incurable 
nature. He expired on the lOth of Noveniber 
1673, in the thirty-fifth year of his age, and 
fourth of his reign, leaving no issue behind 
him. 

No monarch ever, ascended a throne with less 

ability to govern than Michael ; and his inca- 
H 2 . 
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pacity was productive of equal misery to hU 
* subject's and himself. It is remarkable, th^t he 
died on theevening preceding the battle which 
had freed Poland from the yoke he would have 
imposed on her by the treaty of Boqdchas&r 
Had he lived fo have learned the triumph of 
Sobieski, it is probable he would haye grieved 
more at the glory of the man he hated, than he 
would have rejoiced at the emancipation of the 
country which had so rashly called him Vo 
reign over her. ^ 

While the Turkish envoy, from apprehen- 
sion that his head would answe^rfor hi^ not hav- 
. ing executed the commission with which he 
was charged by Ibe Porte, was unfeignedly 
grieving at the death of Michael ; and the at- 
tendants of the deceased king, to save ^ppear-r 
ances, were exhibiting the external marks of 
mourning ; Sobieski had again experienced thfe 
mortificatfon of finding himself cramped in his 
further plans by the animosity of Paz. When 
once that general had engaged his troops at 
^hoczinii, he had acted gloriously; yet now 
that those feelings which had influenced him in 
the heat of the battle had found leisure to cool, 
all his habitual perverseness revived i and so &f 
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was he from concurring in the further views of 
the orown general, that he »was disposing his 
troops for their return into. Lithuania^ whenin- 
telligepce reached the camp that the king was 
dead. . It is impossible but this unexpected 
event must have been received with satisfaction 
by the heroes, who at the expense of their 
blood had just redeemed the national honour 
which had been compromised by Michael, and 
which they knew could never again be intrust- 
ed to his hands with safety, 
. A party of the principal officers immediately 
assembled in the tent of Sobieski, who pressed 
him for his opinion, on the qualifications re- 
quisite to direct them in their next choice of ^ 
monarth; " Were Poland wise/' he answered^ 
" her election would fall on one of established re- 
. putation for wisdom and valour ; whose matured 
age may ensure 4iis pruden^je." ^^ But above 
all," interrupted Paz impatiently, " who is not 
already married'^ The matter a3 well as the 
manner of the Lithuanian general's -remark^ 
seems pretty evidently to prove his fears, lest 
a grateful country should elevate his rival to 
the throne^ and his determination to oppo^ 
timt dreaded evt^nt. ... 
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The news of Michaers death was soon fol* 
lowed by the departure of the Lithuanians ; 
and the Poles also began to manifest am eager^ 
ness to follow their example^ alleging that 
no further steps ought to be taken against 
the enemy till after their election of a new 
king. Sobieski combated these arguments by 
reminding them, that as the election could not 
take place before the spring, the intervening 
period might be turned to inestimable advan«- 
tage by them, in expelling the Turks from the 
Ukraine^ and, if possible, retaking Kaminieck. 
These patriotic views were however baffled^ not 
by the disobedience of his army, but by an or-^ 
der from the primate (17) it^ his quality of in- 
terrex or regent, which enjoined him to return 
imnsfediately to Poland, leaving him no choice, 
but obedience to the will of a power held so . 
sacred by the laws ,6f his country. 
.' Afiber having caused a hillock to be raised at 
'Choczim, as a rude monument of the gjiorioaa 
i^ietory which had saved the republic from be* 
coming tributary to^ the. Porte ; placed, a garri- 
son in the citadel to defend it, and detached 
eight thousand ihen to protect the territoriea ' 
of his allies, the Moldaviaa ^d Walacfatan 
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prki^es, against the vengeance of the offended 
' Mahomet ; Sobieski reluctantly set out with the 
remainder of his troops oh his march back to. 
Poland. 

As the crown general proceeded; he was every 
where greeted with the tribute of joy and,grati« 
tude. Deputies from the most distant palatines 
came, to honour^ in him, the deliverer of their 
country; and, at Leopol he received the con* 
gratulations of all orders of the state. 

Every semblance of mourning for the de- 
ceased king bad disappeared, giving place to 
the display of the gaydst tolours; while nothinf 
was heard but the lan^iage of triumph and of 

joy. 

Such warm testimonies of gratitude and af- 
fection from a pation on the eve of choosing a 
prince to reign over hef, must naturally have 
suggested to Sobieski the probability, as well 
A^ justice, thM that choice would fall on him- 
self, Who could offer such undeniable claims 
to the crown^ as the patriot whose whole life 
had been spent in presferving its lustre ? Who 
w'a^ so worthy to preside over the republic, sis 
tbe man who had revived her late exiHring li- 
berty? But however unajvoidable su^h reflections 
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in the crown general must appear, it is certain 
that, while Warsaw was filled with cabals, and 
intrigires by th.e partisans of the numerous can- 
didates who aspired to the vac^ant throne, he- 
passed the whole winter at Leopol, solely oc- 
cujpied in restraining the incursions of the Tar- 
tars and <I!ossacks. 

The 16th of January 1672 was fixed for the 
meeting of the diet of 'con vocation, an assembly 
which necessarily preceded that of election. 
Six competitors, through the medium of ambas- 
sadors, had put in their claims to the. crown : 
bfit of these two only had received sufficient en^ 
couragement to enter the lists ; prince Charles 
of Lorraine, and- the duke of Newburgh. The 
former was supported by Paz, who exerting the 
utmost stretch of his policy to bar Sobieski from 
the throne, artfully insinuated among the Lithu- 
anians, that the misfortunes of Poland, during 
the weak government of Michael, ought in fu- 
ture to deter every friend of the republic from 
jigain advancing ^Piast to the roy^l dignity. 

Thus was the very claim which had secured 
the crown to the late king, now converted by 
malevolence into a reason for excluding froQi 
it the great pillar 6f his country. 
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In this intrigue the Lithuanian general wai 
supported by the queen and his brother, the 
grand chancellor of th^ duchy. Her majesty^ 
on finding herself a widow^ had again avowed 
the desire^ which she had not concealed while 
a wife^ of becoming the consort of the prince of 
Lorraine; and the emperor^ in support of that 
prince's interest, held out promises of assisting 
him against the Turks, in case he should l>e 
elected king of Poland. 

The other candidate, the duke of Newburgh> 
was supported by France^ and a considerable 
number of the Polish nobles, who dreaded th^ 
influence which the election of Charles, and 
liis marriage with Eleonora, would give tm 
Austria in the cabiilef of the republic, . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ibucH was the porture of kffmn, when in the 
begintting of May Sobieski reached Warsaw. 
It was the first time df his appearance before 
the assembly of the states^ since the victory of 
Choczim ;^ and the impression was still fresh in 
every memory, of tht noble ardour with which 
he bad pleaded the cause of freedom when la$t 
he filled his SFtatioH in the diet i ofthe renovated 
eCHfhfidence in her own strength, which he had 
imparted to the republic ; of the apprehensions 
which 1)^ again assailed his' auditors when 
Sobieski no longer spoke to animate their sink- 
ing courage ; of the anxiety with which they 
had seen him depart (intrusted with the last 
resources of his suffering country) on his diffi- 
cult and dangerous enterprise ; of his fortitude 
and unshaken perseverance in the great cai^se 
he had undertaken ; and, finally^ the glorious 
victory by which he had more than redeemed 
his pledge to Poland. 
With such acknowledged claims to the grati- 
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tude of hiscountry, it is not aarprising tb»t 
Sobieski was received with ^ pomp scarcely in* 
ferior to the triumphs^ which were granted; to 
the victors of anGient IXome ; and that when he 
had taken his place in the diet^ and listened to 
the arguments adduced in favour of each caiir 
didate, the deepest attentioa should have been 
-excited when he rose to deliver his sentimentt 
on a question of such vita) importance to tha 
republic. 

. Sobieski began hii» address by reminding, hb 
countrymen tbat.Poland^ on the eve of beil^ 
attacked by the whole Ottoffian power^ aev^ 
had so greatly needed for her king^ a herd 
whose name alon^ was capable of in9piring a 
just confidence in her powers ;< that he \y\ vain 
sought this hero in the prince of Newburgh, an 
entire stranger to military glory ; or in Charles 
of Lorraine, who, though a. soldier of promise^ 
was at present comparatively a novice in the 
profession of arms :-— but that he could direct 
their eyes to one possessing all the qmahika'* 
i\6ns requisite to discharge the arduous doti^ 
to which they were about to. call the monarch 
of their choice. 

Every eye was fixed on Sobieski, and ievery 
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ear was eajgerly bent to catch his meaning as he 
.proceeded. 

"That man is the prince de Conde, whose 
well earned fame^ acknowledged throughout 
Europe, ^ints him out as the prince suited to 
reign over us.'* 

Was it possible that the a\iditors of Sobieski 
could avoid being struck with the reality, that' 
all the grand requisites which he then detailed 
as recommending to their choice the prince de 
CondCjWere, with many nearer claims to their 
^llegiance^ united in himself? Was it possible 
but that he must have been conscious of this 
fact? and that, in reminding his countrymen oF 
the qualities necessary to support the ct^o'wn, he 
was fixing their attention on the hero who had 
so gloriously restored its independence ? 

However this may be, the effect naturally 
produced by this address was strengthened by 
the respected palatine of Russia. The birth, 
fortune, acquirements, and valour, for which 
this senator had been ever distinguished, had 
long accustomed the Poles to listen to his pre- 
cepts with confidence and respect. On the 
present occasion, embracing all that had b^en 
urged in favour of the several candidfites^ he 



109 

remarked, that if in their choice of a king they 
were to be confined to the princes of Lorraine 
and Newburgh^ it was immaterial on which 
their election fell, since they had nearly equal 
* pretensions to their favour, neither of them: 
having hitherto put forth more than blo^son^s,— « 
but that it was fruit for which they should seek j 
that on this principle he should not hesitate to 
give his suffrage to the great Conde, were it 
j^ot that fruit which is too ripe must soon de- 
cay; that Sobieski,. in proposing that priitce, 
considered only his heroic qualities : — but for 
himself, he could not overlook his age, his in« 
iirmities, or the habits which he had formed* 
Accustomed to a different clinijate — ^mode of 
warfar^-4-tnann^rs and la^ws— alike^ignoranjt of 
the language and the constitution of Polaiid— 
" How,'' he asked, " c^)uld it be hoped that a 
princ6 like him, who must have imbibed all the 
ideas of arbitrary power,* could acquire the tiew 
principles of a free government ? or that, laden 
with years and infirmities, he could §gain re- 
cover the vigour of his brighter days ? Sobieski/' 
pursued the palatine, " turns from himself to 
contemplate the blaze of glory which gilds 
the ruin x)f this Isero : but h his overlooking his 
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' 6wh great cTaims^ an adequate excuse for our 
forgetting them ? In tesolotely excluding a 
native from the throne^ shall we not^ reflect dis« 
grace on pur cauntry ? Be assured that if our 
ancestors have not oftener elected one^ it was 
because among so many subjects of equal merit 
they were fearful of exciting jealousy. But in 
the present instance this plea cannot be urged> 
since Poland possesses one son, whose transcen-* 
dent merit places him above competition.*"-* 
Behold him in person before you!— educated 
^mong us in the same principles^^ and imbued 
with the same sentiments. How often JKave we 
profited by his talents in the senate and the di^! 
how often /been led to victory under his ban* 
ner! His age, his health, bis vigour, his genius, 
and bis fortune, all loudly plead in his behalf; 
or rather in behalf of the country to which we 
are bound by duty. But above all his many 
claims to our gratitude and acknowledgements, 
tet us remember that it is to hint we are in- 
debted for-tbe liberty of sitting here, to dispose 
in freedom of oujr crown.'* 

Scarcely had the palatine of Russia ceased to 
speak, when the deputies, the castellans, and 
palati nes, with many of the nobles, as if suddenly 
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awakened frortr a stupor which had rent^Ql^d 
them insensible to the true interests of th^ re-^ 
public, with one voice rent the air with cri^ 
of " Long Uve Sobieskil" These acclamatiom 
were echoed by the whole body of Poles: but 
the Lithuanians^ influenced by their generals 
remained silent; and the Pazes, stung with mor« 
tification and resentment^ abruptly quitted the 
assembly to enter their protest againt the elec« 
t1on. In the register of chancery. The crown^ 
consequently, Continued in abeyance during 
the succeeding night, which was passed by the 
Fazes in fruitless devices to prevetit the electicm 
of the cro^vn general ; while on the other dand 
prince Radzivll, vice-chancellor of the duchy^ 
who had espoused the only si«ter of Sabieski, 
was very successful in bringing over to theiv 
sid6 several palatines of Lithuania; which so 
greatly weakened the cause of the Fazes, thafei 
yielding to necessity, on the following day So^ 
bieskij by unanimous consent, was proclaimed 
king of Poland*. '/ , 



* jyr. Connor relates the foUowing circumstance, as thq 
real means by which P^»> opporitian to the election of So-r 
bieski was silenced. In direct violation of an established pri- 
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On this occasion the nation resounded with 
shouts of joy. The' senate, the equestrian or- 
der, the army, and the people, conducted their 
new king, with civil and military pomp, to 
the chur(?h of St. John ; where solemn thanks 
were offered to Heaven for having so wisely 
directed their suffrages. 

Sobieski, who had witnessed the tide of ex- 
travagant delight which had swept away com- 
mon sense on the election of Michael, could 
scarcely have failed to find the remembrance of 
that scene ten^per the exultation which the 
homage he was now receiving was calculated to 
insjiire. But had it been otherwise, he was 
soon to be taught> that his exaltation only ren« 
dered hitn an easier mark at which his enemies 
might Slim their shafts of malice. 

The Pazes, with some others of the queen's 
partisans in the senate, enraged to 6ee their 
plans defeated, procured such conditions to be 

Tilege of the gentry of Poland, be had aanctioned one of his 
officers (during the diet) in forcibly quartering himself at 
tlie house of one of that order. As a mild punishment for 
this illegal proceeding, (considered by the republic as a capi- 
tal offence,) the marshals of the diet deprived Paz of hit vote 
at the election. 
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inserted in the Pacta Cowen/^", as Ihey knew 
must gall the high and generous .spirit of So. 
bie^ki^ and wound him in the tenderest part* 
These terms not only confined the royal reve*. 
nue and authority within limits so narrow, that 
they copld not be felt otherwise than as an in* 
suit to him, who should be expected to accept 
the crown, annexed to such conditions, but re- 
quired that the king-elect should divorce his 
wife, and espouse the queen dowager. 

While these intrigues were secretly carrying 
on against the unsuspecting Sobieski, he was 
employing himself in examining into the state 
of his private finances, that before ratifying his 
compact with the republic, he might ascertain 
if his means would enable him to perform a 
promise which he had made to the diet on the 
day of election. It was that of supporting, at 
. his own expense, the army during six months. 
The examination convinced him that his purse^ 
which on so many occasions he had emptied in 
the service of Poland, uas inadequate at present 
to the strict performance of his offer. Disdain* 
ing, therefore, to receive the sceptre which 
would he conferred under expectations he was 
unable to. fulfil ; on the assembling of the diet 
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for the reading the Pacta Conventa^ he frftnkly 
declared his inability to keep the word wiiich 
he had pledged to them, observing, that if the 
fulfil aient of this condition were necessary to 
* totitle him to the crbvrn, he mnst, with thanks 
for the honour they had intended him^ decfine 
accepting it. 

The audience of Sobieski^ struck with thtJ 
instance of candour, and well knowing that had 
he concealed the fact till he had been actually- 
seated on the throne, he might altogether have 
eluded an engagement, which they would, not 
then have possessed the power to enforce, re* 
leased him from his promise, under the convic* 
tion that whenever he could perform it, h« 
would voluntarily do so. 

The new Pacta Cvnventa^ as dictated by th« 
cabal, jwa^ then read, and Sobieski listened to it 
with undisguised sentiments of indignation ; but 
no sooner did they come to the clause requir* 
ing him to abandon his wife and espouse th^ 
queen dovi^ager ( whose eagerness to retain the 
crown seemed to render her indifferent with 
whom she shared it)^ than, rising with feelings 
of disgust which he could no longer control^ l^e 
exdaimed, "You have chosen m^ for your kipg. 
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struRiept of ^lection^ which alone ratifies the 
coiyipact between us* Be assured^ that rather 
than subscribe to your insulting conditions^ or 
aub^nit to fattora which, my predep/^asiors wpvi,1d 
hare spum^i 1 rej^t them and tl>e cro)yn 
together." 

Tb^ tooe Af. elevation and dignity in vfhioh 
this declaration was pronounced^ inipo^ed si- 
lence on thps^ turbulent spirits who had nought . 
to disturb the public tranquillity. No one veni- 
turef} on enforcing concessions which the for- 
mer qi^oinai^bf of Poland had ^qtmad^; and 
the 5th of Juue \iras decreed for tbe forn^al de* 
livery of the instrument pf election to Sobieski^ 
and the solemp acceptation of it on his part* 

• Xbis ceremony was performed with the cuf* 
tPffary Qhserv^nce at tbe great church of St- 
Jpbn^ on the appointed day ; yet still the rite 
of coronation was requisite, to put the new king 
jIn possession of the exercise? of sovereign ppwer. 
iSo indispensable had this part of the ceremonials 
till that period^ bepn considered by the Polef, 
tb^lt the intervals had always been regarded as a 
continuation-of the interr^qa; the government 
rema^inin^ in the hands of the primate, and the 
monarch signing himself only king-elect. 
I 2 
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It is not easy to decide whence sprang the 
resolution of Sobieski to set out for the army, 
without awaiting the important ceremony of 
inauguration ; whether it originated in real in- 
difference for power — whether pride stimulated 
him to return the mortification he had received^ 
by giving proofs that he was by no means im- 
patient to ascend the throne — or, whether the 
love of his country, and eagerness to defend 
her, were really paramount to every other pas- 
sion in his nature.' 

It is not improbable that the intelligence of 
the Turks having taken advantage of the pre- 
sent occupation of the Poles, to recover Choc- - 
zim, might have, had a considerable share in in- 
fluencing him ; but, whatever, was his motive, 
his determination to set out without further 
delay, and devote himself to the conducting 
the war against the Turks^ was not to be 
shaken. 

The republic, surprised at this unexpected act 
of disinterestedness, requited it by oiie not less 
remarkable* The law which barred the king- 
elect from power was abrogated in this particu- 
lar case ; and the reign of Sobieski was decreed 
to have commenced with his election. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Xh£ first use the king made of his authority^ 
.was the restoring to the family of Lubomirski 
the dignity of grand marshal, vacant by his own 
accession to the throne. To this office he had 
succeeded on the banishment of the distin* 
guished father of the present object of his pa- 
tronage. By sb strong a .proof of the esteem 
in which he held the memory of his early in- 
structor in arms, and his oblivion of the injury 
his property had sustained during his rebellion^ 
Sobieski excited the liveliest gratitude and af- 
fection amongst the surviving relatives of that' 
unfortunate noble. 

No sooner had intelligence reached Constan- 
tiniople, that the crown general had ascended 
the throne of which he had been so long the 
able defender, and that he was marching towards 
the Ukraine with thirty thousand men, than 
Kiuperli sent some considerable levies, which 
he had hastily made, into that province for its 
protection ; while Mahon^et dispatched an in- 
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junction to the Khan to use his utmost efforts 
in its defence. 

It was not till the beginning of September 
that Paz, at the head of his L/ithuanians^ joined 
the royal standard ; and it should seem as if his 
first object in doing so, vvas to make Sobieski 
fed that, as a subject, he bore towards him no 
less enmity than he ha:d done as an equal. A 
drum-major of the Lithuanian army, having in 
obedience to the king*s commaiid, vehtured to 
beat the general, without first receiving 4the 
permission of Paz, he caused the poor fellow to 
be punished with immediate death, for what he 
^nominated his presumption* 
. Sobieski, making a sacrifice of his personal 
feelings to the rejiublic, allowed the insult to 
pass unnoticed ; and his forbeitrance was waftn- 
ly applauded by those senators who formed a 
part of his army ; since they knew bow fatal 
must be the consequences of fonleriting divi* 
ftions between the two 'armies at such a june<- 
ture* 

Meauwhile the Cossacks on first learning the 
a[^proach of the king of Poland towards the 
Ukratne*--^dreading equally the ^feet of bis 
rcsentmeut, should they fall w,itbin bis poiver; 
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add the continuaace of the Turkish yoke» from 
which they were scarcely less anxious to es- 
cape, fled in large bodies to seek a new protec- 
tor in Russia, leaving Bar, Nimirow, and Kal- 
nic, so feebly defended, that these places sur- 
rendered at the first discharge of the Polish 
cannon. Pavoloc, on the contrary, which was 
stroogly garrisoned, was prepared to make a 
very vigourous resistance. But the clemency 
of Sobieski towards a party of the besieged^ who 
m an unsuccessful sally from the town became 
his prisoners, produced an entire change in the 
sentiments of tbeir brethren. The king caused 
fhem to be clothed and furnished with money; 
after which he sent them back safely ta Pavo- 
loc, charged with a letter to the inhabitants, 
advising them not to expose themselves to the 
last cKtremities, but pledging himself upon 
the word of a king, and, the .toord of Sobieski^ 
that if they surrendered without further resis- 
tance, not a single man should be detained who 
was desirous of joining their general Doros- 
censko. 

The ef&ct of this offer was the immediate 
surrender of the place ; and the strict perform^ 
aoce of the conditions so effec^tually subdued 
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the fears and enmity of the inhabitants^ that, to 
a man, they returned to the interests of Polanth 

Sobieski, who had divided his force in order 
the more speedily to reduce the Ukraine, had 
the satisfaction of learning that, while victory 
attended his own progress, the operations of 
his several detachments were not less, successful. 
Every thing tended to justify his hopes of spee- 
dily accomplishing his first object in a campaign, 
which he how began to flatter himself he might 
close with the important achievement of the 
recovery of Kaminieck. But his brilliant pros- 
^pects became suddenly clouded^ by an addi- 
tional instance of the habitual perverseness of 
Paz. 

The enmity which that general had so long- 
cherished against Sobieski, seemed to have ac^ 
quired new strength by the necessity of con« 
templating in the light of a o^aster, him, whom 
he had so impatiently viewed in that of a rival s 
and at length it urged him, at all hazards, to 
prevent the Lithuanian troops from further as^ 
sisting to crown the eager wishes of the king. 
In pursuance of this resolution, he formally gave 
notice to his majesty, that the severity of the 
|eason, and the scarcity of provisions, had de? 
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termined him on returning with his army to 
Lithuania for the winter. 

It was in vain he was reminded .of the many 
instances he had given, that he was incapable of 
shrinking from privations, dangers, or difficul- 
ties, where glory was to be the price. of his 
encountering them. Paz was deaf to every re-* 
monstrance, and actually set out without delay 
for Lithuania, at the head of his army, leaving 
the disposable force of Sobieski so reduced by 
this measure^ that an effectual check was, for 
the present, given to the further prosecution of 
bis plans. . ^ 

So greatly were the minds of the Poles in- 
flamed at this defection, that they vehemently 
urged the king to arrest and punish as deserters, 
the grand general of Lithuania, and sdch of his 
officers as should refuse to lead back the troops to 
, the royal standard. But Sobieski suffered him- 
self not to be governed by personal feelings of 
displeasure, or guided by counsels which, if pur« 
sued, he foresaw mui»t give a fatal blow to the 
republic. In early life, passion had hurried him 
into resenting at the hazard of his own life, the 
arrogance of a memiber of the house of Paz; 
but that of the grand general cpuld not receive 
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its merited punishment, without the saerifice of 
multitudes of lives, on whose preservation that 
of Poland rested. Fierce and daring m ]iiis 
spirit^ popular among his troops, who in a con- 
siderable degree participated in their general's 
^jealousy of the Poles> could it be expected that 
be would suboiit to an arrest, when by a word 
he might turn the weapons of the army wbieb 
surrounded him, against that of Poland. 

Few situations can be imagined more trying 
than that to which Sobieski was reduced; and 
let it be ranked among his rarer virtues, that 
with all his natural impetuosity, he in this in* 
stance gave a. striking proof that he bad not 
acquired greater power to subdue his enemies, 
than himself. A common man, in the early 
pride of sovereignty, would have seized on so 
popular an occasion to free himself at all risks 
from an enemy, the breatli of whose envy had 
in so many instances nearly withered the laurelii 
with which his own geni^is was on the point of 
crowning him. But Sobieski> by whose exatp-^ 
pie and eloquence his countrymen had been 
roused to the present resistance of the enoimous 
power directed to enslave them> was incapable 
of allowing any selfish considerations to interw 
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pose between him and his noble aim/to tetmi- 
nate the contest by a peace, which should hov 
Dourably re-estabUsh the independence of hit 
country. 

' Paz had rendered himself amenable to the^ 
repubhc; but the king, who knew him ^ell^' 
chose rather to stifle his own indignation^ t<» 
soothe that of the Poles, and to reanimate the 
grand generars sense of duty by forberance and 
generosity^ than to waste lives so precious to ' 
their country, in civil conflicts 

Relinquishing all thoughts of furthec con- 
quest in that campaign, and distributing a part 
of his remaining troops among the places that 
had recently submitted to his arms, he retired 
with the rest to Braclaw, as the place of his own 
winter quarters. . * 

* Nothing couid exceed the desolation to which 
this town had been reduced by the Turks., who 
had two years before sacked it ; nor could any 
incitement short of the presence of the king, 
have reconciled his ofl[icer« to suffer the rigour 
of a Polish winter, in a place destitnteof the 
common necessaries of life; but Sobieski*s reso- 
lution to protect his kingdom from' the inroads 
of the Tartars, who, on the departure «f the 
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Lithuanians^ had prepared to renew their pre^^ 
datory incursions into. Poland, made him set 
such an example of patience and endurance, . 
that not a murmur was heard to escape the 
troops, who saw their king voluntarily sharing 
the severest hardships to which they were ex* 
posed. 

Frequent affairs, in which the Poles uniform- 
ly gained the advantage over the Tartars, occu- 
pied the attention of Sobieski during a great 
part of the winter ; and before the arrival of the 
spring, an event occurred^ which he could not 
fail to consider as of great importance to Poland. 
It was the death of the grand vizier RiuperTi,^ 
to whose sage counsels and military talents the 
dissipated Mahomet was indebted for all the 
glory pf his reign. The lingering illness of thai 
distinguished minister ^nd general had already 
visibly tended to palsy the exertions of the 
Porte; and his loss was not likely to be sup- 
plied to the Turks by his brother-in-law, Kara 
Mustapha, whom the sultan appointed to sqc* 
ceed him* 

The new visiep, however, began his adminis^ 
tratipn by a show of activity^ which was calcu* 
Iftti^d to strike terror into the Poles. With the 
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avowed design of .punishing what he termed 
their perfidious violation of the treaty of Boud- 
chaz and rebellion at Choczina, he assembled at 
Bender an army of veterans, trailed in the 
school of Kiuperliy which six times outnum- 
bered the utmost force that Poland could musir 
ter to oppose it. The comn^and of the Otto- 
mans he intrusted to the seraskier. 

In was now the month of April, and Sobi- 
eski, who had entirely freed his frontiers from 
the Tartars, re-enforced the garrisons which 
protected his late conquests, and acquitted him- 
self of his promise to the republic by defraying 
out of his private purse all military expenses 
since his election, marched the small renlnant 
of his troops to Leopol, for the double purpose 
-of preparing to repel the Ottomans, and to re- 

^ animate the hopes of his despairing subjects. 
He there learnt that the republic, relapsing 
into all her former diffidence of her own power, 

• and consequent apprehensions of that of tb« 
Porte, was more disposed to reproach him for 
baving roused her to spurn the treaty of Boud- 
-chaz, than to furnish- him with adequate means 
to repel the approaching danger. But Sobiesfci 
never shewed himself so trqly great a«. when 



thrown on the resources of his own superior 
mind. The exertions which he had made to 
save his country, while only, a subject^ he was 
no less eager to perform now that be felt hia»- 
self its sovereign. 

He exhausted every means within bia power 
to increase and discipline the few troops wh^h 
were reluctantly granted him; converted hip 
hereditary castle of Zloczow into a fc^tress ca- 
pable of presenting a considerable barrii^ to tb^ 
^emy^ who, he doubted not^ wpuld endeavour 
to open to himself a passage into Poland by 
first seizing on the Palatinate of Red Russia. 
This fortress he garrisoned with six thousand 
men ; and, as an additional protection to the 
province, he stationed himself, with the per 
maining troops he had succeeded in levying, 
consisting of fifteen thousand men, at Leopold 

These active preparations which personally 
engaged Sobieski, did not render.him unmind- 
iql of taking the necessary steps to draw such 
assistance from the christian powers of Europe 
as might supply the defic^K>y occasioned by 
Ibe exhaosted and desponding state of Poland ; 
Aud while the buoyancy of his spirits made hina 
Anticipate a happy issue to some p{ these »egO- 
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ciations, he corttinued ou the watch at thegiiites. 
of Leapol^ in constant expectations of the ene- 
0ay's appearance. But July arrived without the 
king's having perceived any demonstration of 
the Ottonnans* approach; when, to his astonish-^ 
ment, he learned that Ibrahim^ declining to ad-* 
ranee to the.encounter of his little arnay, had 
poured his immense forces into the Ukraine^ and 
was idly employing them' in laying siege to Hji^ 
fi^ad, a place of comparative ii^significance. So* 
bieski, highly elated at this intelligence^ infused 
new hope into his soldiers by assuring them that^ 
from this specimen of the seraskier's generaU 
$hip^ he foresaw they should give an excellent 
account of him and his army before the close oC 
the campaign. 

Had the judgenoent of Ibrahim in any degree 
equalled his strength, it seems impossible th&t 
any human power could have shielded the re* 
public fmm the thunderbolt which Kara Musta* y 
pha had prepared to hurl for her destruction; 
but happily his representative possessed neither 
the capacity nor the skill requisite to the eifecta>- 
rily aiming the intended blow. After a waste of 
fiftsea days in the siege of Human, the cs^iture 
of jivhich wad. principally disting^iished by the- 
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marched his army into Podolia^ where he em- 
ployed it in taking possession of neglected and 
ruined forts^ chiefly as it should seem, for the 
pleasure of indulging his ferocious passions, by 
impaling the unfortunate victims whom he 
found there. 

At length, flushed with what he considered as 
glorious conquests, the seraskier resolved on the 
immediate annihilation of the king of Polandf 
and his little army. Yet by no means desirous 
of undertaking that achievement himself, be 
sat down with forty thousand men to besiege 
the fortress of Trembula, while he detached 
Nouradin the Tartar prince, at the head 5f fifty 
thousand davalry^ to attack the royal forces ; en* 
joining him to mark his path to Leopold by 
scattering on all sides destruction and death. 
Nouradin willingly accepted the commission, 
boasting that he would bring back to Ibrahim 
Sobieski as his prisoner. 

* He performed his devastating march to Leo- . 
pol with such rapidity, that ho rumour of his 
approach had reached the Polish army^ when 
the vast plains which skirted the foot of the 
hills that partly surround Leopol suddenly 
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presented to the king a moviilg mass of ste^l^'. 
and informed him that the moment was at hand 
of which he had been so long in expectation. 
Resolved not to await the attack of the enemy* 
in his carpp) he led his troops up an adjacent 
eminence, and causing his Totdaricz to plants 
their lances on its summit, to swell the appear* 
ancQ of his numbers, -he promptly made his dis- 
positions for receiving the foe. ^ 
Tremendous was the conflict that followed ;{ 
but the skilful disposition of the Poles, who 
guided and animated by their king, performec| 
prodigies. of valour, ultimately triumphed ov/er 
numbers. Fifteen thousand of the enemy, 
perjshed, and the remainder, with Nouradin^ 
favoured by the darkness of night, made theii^ 
way back to Ibrahim, to fill him with rage and 

' indignation at the disappointment of his hopes^ 
The mortifications of the seraskier did notj^ 

/ however, terminate here. Baffled alike in his 
attempts to get possession of the fortress by 
stratagem or force, he was suddenly struck with 
astonishment by tht intelligence, that tiie king 
,of Poland, with his victorious little army, vraj 
in full mafch to Trambula, for the relief of th^ 



brave garrison. The confirmation of this eveti^ 
soon after, by the seizure of a peasant who wasr 
the bearer of a letter from Sobieski to the gor- 
vernor, filled Ibraham with so mDch conster- 
nation^ that he precipitately raised the sieg^, 
and repassed the Jarow wi\h about half his 
army. The remainder was intercepted by the 
celerity of the king's movements, and compelled 
to an engagement in whicH, after an obstinate re* 
sistance, the Ottomans fatally experienced that, 
without an enlightened general, the bravery of 
troops can avail little. Those very veterans 
who had been accustonied to victdry under the 
banners of Kfuperli, destitute of a commander 
to direct their efforts, were quickly thrown into 
irrecoverable disorder, atid routed by a mere 
handful ofPoles* Eight thousand were taken 
or killed, and the remainder fled for safety to 
Raminieck* 

Such was the gene'ra! panic created among 
the Turks by th^se signal defeats, that the regh- 
ments which had been left by Ibraham to gar- 
rison the places he bad lately .taken in the 
TJkraine and Podolja, voluntarily evacua^ted 
them, and joined the remnant of the army; 
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thus terminating a camjpaign, which at its open-^i 
ing threatened destruction to Sobieski and his 
kingdom^ in the manifest confusion and total 
discomfiture of the enemy. 

The king, happy in the opportunity which 
his succe98es offered him to give riepose to his 
harassed troops, now sent them into winter 
quarters^ and set out himself to join his family 
at his favourite seat of 2k>lkiew^ which had de- 
scended to him i^rom hia nfiaternal grandfather, 
the illustrious Zolkiewski. 
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CHAPTER virr.. 

Odbieski had scarcely tasted tranquiliUy in tfte 
bosom of his family, when he was 8ummone«i 
from it by the importunity of his people, whd 
were impatient to. behold once jaove a king* 
whom they now again considered as the pre- 
server of their country. The discontent and 
despondence which had withheld from him the 
necessary supplies in the preceding spring, had 
once more given place to eontidence, gratitude,, 
and generosity. 

i& was under the pleasing influence of these 
sentiments, that the Poles received their mo*- 
narch, after an- absence of eighteen months ; a^ 
period which had been passed by him in the 
sacrifice of every personal consideration to their 
welfare. The general joy was proportioned to 
the important benefits of the result ; and the 
day of his coronation was fixed for the Qd of 
February, l6'7€. 

Though a considerable opposition had been 
excited by the enemies of Sobieski in the diet 
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of election, to his wife sharing with him in a 
solemnity necessary to entitle the queens dow-- 
ager of Polanfi to a jainture from: tiie republic ; 
in the present temper of the times no one ven- 
tured to Tesiijt the avowed wishes of the king, 
that she shouWbe crowned with him; and pre- 
parations were <5oo)pleted at Cracow by the ap- 
pointed day for the double ceremony. . 

In Poland the rite of inauguration' was always 
preceded by a solemnity well calculated to pre- 
pare the mind of the new monarch for the sa- 
cred compact he was about ta ratify with his 
people. It W3S that, of his assisting in person 
at the obsequies of his predecessor. 

On this occasion he,-on foot, led'tbe funeral 
^procession, attended by all the officers of state, 
the deputies, , and the ensigns, carrying the 
standards of every palatinate. Next to these 
.were borne — pointed towards the earth — ^tbe 
crown, the sceptre, the^ globe, the sword, and 
other eubigns of majesty ; which were immedi- 
ately followed by the embalmed remains of the 
.deceased monarch, whose hearse was surrounded 
by the bishops and other dignatories of tl>e 
church. The procession wtts closed by the 
several . companies of trade, bare^-footed ; each 
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company having an empty co^n borne before 
it, as admonitory of the, certain close of all 
earthly views. On reaching the cathedral the 
marshals broke their staffs, and several other of- 
ficers the insignia of their posts, over the tomb 
prepared for the deceased king, as an acknow- 
ledgement that with his authority^ theirs hajd 
ceased. 

It is a circumstance worthy of remark, that 
it fell to the lot of Sobieski, the day prior to 
his coronation, to assist in quality of king-elect, 
in the committing to the grave the body of, 
Casimer^ — with whose elevation to^ the throne 
bad opened his own patriotic career, and that of . 
Michael — from the fatal consequences of whose 
imbecile reign, his single genius and unshaken 
fortitude had saved the republic. 

On the day succeeding these mournful rites, 
every object presented an opposite aspect in 
Cracow. The sable garments of the nobles were 
laid aside for others of the richest colours; and 
the same individuals who had, with the humi- 
lity of penitents the morning before attended 
on foot their late king, to his place of sepulture, 
how mounted on beautiful chargers, wh<>se 
housings were studd^ with jewels, pressed e$<9 



.136 

Hiltingly round their new sovereign, and con- 
^Jucted him in triumph, to the cathedral. 

In compliance with a custom which had been 
established to ascertain if it were the king's 
^ pleasure to have his consort crowned ; Sobieski 
led Mary Casamira from the cathedral gate to 
the archbishop at the altar, to whom he pre- 
sented her ; after which,, with' the usual solem- 
nities, they were consecrated king and queen of 
Poland (18). His majesty with the title. of 
John the Third. 

The. public rejoicings on this occasion were 
followed by the opening of the diet^ in which 
the thanks of the republic w^ere addressed to the 
king, for the benefits he had conferred on it 
fiince his election^ joined, to an earnest exhorta- 
tion that he would in future be more careful of 
a life whose preservation was essential to the 
prosperity of Poland. 

These verbal compliments were succeeded by 
one of a more substantial nature; a compliment 
which seems to have savoured somewhat more 
of adulation than patriotism in the proposers. 
Sobieski was solicited still to retain the impor-- 
tant 'office of crown general ; but this measure 
be deemed so inconsistent with the spirit of the 
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constitati(m, that he positively decUned it^ and[ 
put a $top to all further ebbcitattons by imme- 
diately appointing to it the lieutenant-genera) 
of Poland, ^bo was of the sajne name and fa^? 
mily as the late kin^. On his old friend Jablo- 
novrski, palatine of Russia, he conferred the bf- 
.fice vacant by the proinotionof Wiesnowieski. 

Sobieskt was soon after th^se arrangements 
placed in a situation which must have proved 
to Pa?, that he was^^ never more disposed to j)ar- 
don an injury thon when he held in his hands 
the power to revenge it. Although the subse<^ 
' quent assistance whieh that general had afforded 
him Bt L^eopal, bad effaced from (he king's heart 
his sense of his ill conduct in the Ukraine, that 
ill-timed defection h$id not beeh forgiven by the 
. Poks, and a considerable party in the present 
diet, bearded by Badziyil; the lieuteQant-genera^ 
' of thedutchy, proposed as a necessary precau- 
lion against the future ill consequences which 
mifht strise from Paz^s misconduct, that the 
division of the Lithuanian army» which was con- 
fided to the lieutenant-'general, should be with* 
. drawn from the grand general's jurisdiction^ and 
placed under that of the crowo general df Po-: 
land^ 
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The partizaiis of this measure entertained nil 
doubt that it would receive the cordial supporl 
of the king, who must^ they thought, be de? 
airoiis of humbhng the pride of his enemy .an4 
fibridging his power; but these expectationsi 
^ere disappointed. Hohieski declined all inter- 
feriende in the affair, which so dispirited the 
party, that in the end the design was abandoned 
as one which was, evidently disagreeable to his 
inajesty. The diet was not closed till a grant 
pf an handred thousand men, with an assign- 
inent of imposts to provide for their levy and 
inaintenance, promised to enable Sobieski to 
take the field on the reneivalof hostilities, with 
such advantages as be had never before beeii 
able to; command. 

Mei^nwhiie the grand vizier Kara Mustaphm^ 
stung with rage and mortification at the disr 
grace which had overtsTken the Ottoman arm^ 
in the last campaign, resolved by appointing a 
more compietent commander in the next^ to 
^urn the fortune of war, and to efface the re- 
membrance of that share of blame which wis 
attachable to himself, for his ill-directed choice 
f>f Ibrahim as his seraskier. 

After considerable hesitatioiiji he fixied on a 
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bashaw who it was well remembered had given 
undeniable proofs of possessing military talents, 
though he had for some time been allowed to 
live in obscurity^ This bashaw, in name alone 
bore any resemblance to his predecessor, for so 
remarkably had he distinguished himself by 
lucky stratagems of war, /that the Turks had 
added to the appellation of Ibrahim that of 
.SAaf^an, signifying satan. ' 

The intelligence which reached Constanti- 
nople, that the republic had granted a hundred 
thousand men to Sobieski, determined Ma- 
hbmet on sending double that number to op- 
pose him ; but^ it was not till the latter end of 
August, that his. losses of the preceding year 
were supphed, and the Turkish army Jiroperly 
^equipped to take the field under the new seras- 
kier, Ibrahim Shaitan. 

The king of Poland in the meantime hg|d 
Jearnt from experience, that the impoverished 
state of the republic, rendered it impossible for 
her to fulfil to its fuU extent, the liberal promise 
which had been made him in the diet; the ut- 
jnost force with which she was able to furnish 
him fell short of forty thousand men. But he 
hsid been top long accustomed to pope with very 
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stiperior numbers, to feel dispirited by his dis- 
lappointment; thougl) he had recently received 
an additional on^ in the backwardness of the 
Christian powers to succour him, from not one 
of whom, except Russia, had he obtained more 
substantial offers of aid, than those of mediat- 
ing between Mahomet and the repiiblic. 

Ibrahim in the interim had made his first de- 
jfnonstrations by throwing bridges across the 
Niesjter, not doubting but the king would dis* 
pute his passage of that river. Tills was a snare 
which he had prepared in the expectation of 
finishing at one blow, a contest which Maho- 
met had enjoined him to terminate without loss 
of time. Had Sobieski justified his calculations, 
it was seraskier's intentions whil^ a part of his 
comparatively immense force (consisting of an 
hundred and twentv thousand Ottomans, and 
eighty thousand Tartars) were engaged in con- 
testing the bridge with the* Poles, that the re^ 
mainder should cross the Niester higher up, 
and by marching to tkke them in flank ahd 
rear, should quickly surround and cut to pieces 
this insignificant force. But to his infinite mor? 
tific^tion, ^fter having wasted sbme time in 
waiting for the king, he ^earnt that that moiiarGb 
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remained tran^uiJK*^ in his camp at Leopol, ap- 
|)areatty more occupied in receiving with do^ 
(honours the English ambassador ^\ whom 
Charles II. had sei>t to conipliment him on hit 
irorona^ion, than in taking ^ny steps indicativf 
of bis design to march towards the Niester, 
Ibrs^him, losing all patience at this intelligence, 
precipitately destroyed his bridges, tind crossing 
the river Buco^ine, entered Pokriisja. 

The king of Poland determined by thit move- 
ment on bis own plan of operation, persevered 
in carrying it into execution^ though opposed 



* The lionpurable Laui^nce Hyde, afterwards Earl of Ro? 
f:lie$ter, and son to lord chancellor Clarendon. Mr. Hyde 
^as attended to Poland by bi^ former tutor Dr. South, m 
quality of hi$ 'domestic chaplain, who informs us tfiat his ex- 
cellency (lad first an audience of the queen of Poland, then at 
. Dantzic, to whom he presented a rich j^Y^l and magnificent 
fross of diampnds from the king of ^England to her infant 
daughter the prince^ Theresa Cunigonda, afterwards electress 
of Bavaria> to whom Charles bad lately stood godfather by 
proxy. The ambassador then proceeded fo the camp at Leo- 
pol, and Dr. South speaks with much satisfaction of the 
respect and kindness with svhvdk they were received by th* 
king of Poland, aiid the eourtesy with which he sent some of 
his principal officers to show them his army, and its mode of 
mcampmcnt, 5cc« 
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hy his gieneraJs as impracticabteV It was tliat 
of sparing Poland I he horrors of renewed cot|«> 
llict, by fixing the seat of war on the frotitiers^ 
With this view he inyniedialelf led his army to' 
the Niester^ along whose borders tlie eoemy wasr 
then marcrhing. The king cr'ossed that river at 
^ distance from them, conducted his trot>p$ withi' 
the utmost celerity to' its confluence with the 
Suwitz, in the neighbourhood of Surawnow, 
and entrenched himself on a spot already strongs 
ly fortified by nature. IJerfe, after exhausting^ 
all the resources of mih'tary art to render t\m 
place im][)regnable, before which be caused a 
double defence of redoubts, and detached forts to» 
be raided;, he resolved to make a stand with hi» 
Kttle army against the further, progress of th« 
enemy. ^ 

' Ibrahim astonished at thi« boldness^ and co&^ 
fident of making Sobieski dearly pay for it, soon 
dfew up round bis entt^nchiiients an, hundred 
ind sixty thousand of his troops in asemt« 
circle, of which the Nitester formed the diame* 
ter ; the other forty thousand^ with Nouraden 
at their head, he. stationed on the opposite sfd« 
of the river, to cut off all supplies from the Po- 
lish-army, Thus was the king, with thjB whpl^ 
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by a force so superior that certain destruction 
seemed to await them. \ 

Daring some weeks continual skirmishes. toot 
place between the hostile, armies^ the Turks 
making repeated attempts to seize on the re* 
doubts, and parties of the Poles sallying out to 
beat them back, in which they so fully succeed- 
ed^ that Ibrahim would have lost much of the 
sanguineness with which he had begun the 
blockade, but for the prospect of starving them 
into a^surrenden 

f In reality the king's provisions beganalarm<» 
, ingly to -decrease, and his generals, who had 
from the first disapproved his plan^ now scru« 
pled not to tell him their fears that a fatal result 
to it was inevitable. Sobieski replied only by re* 
minding them of situations apparently as des- 
perate a^ the present, from which he had ho- 
nourably extricated them; and put a stop to 
further expostulation by asking them if their 
present distrust of his judgement proceeded 
from an apprehension that ^' his head had been 
liveakened by wearing a crown/' 

To prove^ ho\vever, that he was not adverse, 
to peace^ provided he could obtain it 6n his own 
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tetms, he declared his determination of tryirigy ' 
through the mediation of the Tartar chief, if an 
accommodation could be satisfactorily effected 
with the enemy. Yet the conditions which he 
proposed as the basis of n^gociation, from their 
extravagant pretensions (the relative situation 
of the. two. armies considered) bore more the 
appearance of defiance than any disposition to 
conciliate. They were no less than that the 
sultan should restore to the reprublic Kaminieck, . 
with every other place which he had taken from 
the Poles, evacuate the Ukraine^ and withdraw: 
his protection from the Cossacks. 

Ibrahim, as might well have been expectecl^ 
deigned not to. return an answer to proposals^ 
whose presumption filled him with astoniski* 
nent and indignation. . This silence was re« 
garded by the Poles as portentous of his medi^ 
tated vengance ; and the whole army roused by 
a .common sense of imminent danger, became 
animated as by one soul, resolving by patien<^ 
vigilence, and intrepidity^ to fulfil their duty t^ 
their king as the best i^Sins of safety. 

Sobieski in the meantime was in a condition 
far from enviable. The arrival of the Russian 
troops had been protracted so long beyond bi» 
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alarmingly to decline, and his ammunition to 
fail, but he had too much to hope from gaining 
time/ to suffer any symptoms of anxiety to es- 
cape him« He knew that though.tardily, Rus* 
sia was actiially arming in his defence ; aiid 
otlier of the Christian powers had undertaken 
to tlireaten the Porte with hostilities, in case 
Mahomet should refuse their mediation be* 
tweeahim and the republic. Still the king of 
Poland felt that his situation was highly critical, 
and^hat he was awfully responsible for the con* 
sequences of a war to which he alone had sti-4 
mulated his country. But bis- fortitude con- 
tinued unshaken. ' 

Ibrahim had now turned his blockade into ar 
TiBgular stege, opened trenches and erected bat* 
teries, which were $oon brought tabear heavily 
on the Poles. Sobieski immediately caused 
Counter trenches to be dug, and the two armies 
which had so long remained stationary on the 
sur&ce of the earth, now daily drew nearer to 
each othcF beneath it« During these operations 
the example of the king, who in spite of the re- 
Inonstradces of his officers, exposed his person 
to ail the dangers as well as liardships of bis 
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soldiers^ kept up theif spirits and inspired them 
with enthusiastic zeal to serve him. 

At length the moment drew near in which 
the fate of Sobieski, as well as that of Poland^ 
was to be decided. Whether the many trophic 
he had raised, with all remenf^brance of his pa* 
triotic exertions for his country, were to be 
Imried in the disgrace and ruin which must 
cover him, should he finally sacrifice her ]astre« 
source to what she would then regard his chi- 
merical plans — or whether he wa|i on the point 
of adding a new wreath to his laurels by efiTectr 
ing $t peace, of which her independence should 
form the basis. 

S^rcely.four mbre days povisions remained 
in %\ie Polish camp ; and the king came to the 
resolution, when that was exhausted^ to at* 
tempt the opening himself a passage through 
the enemy. 

The day preceding that fixed by him for the 
attack, he was engaged in arranging the order 
of battle^ when a deputation from the seraskier^ 
consisting of two bashaws, and twenty-four of*^ 
ficers of the janizaries, arrived at his eamp fw 
the purpose of exhorting him not to sacrifice 
the remaw pf his brave armys^to the vain hop<^ 

h 



df freeing his country from a tribute the pay- 
ment of which was inevitable. The bashaw 
was proceeding to state that Poland by becom* 
ing tributary to the grand seignor, would, like 
the Cossack's and Tartars, 'enjoy his powerful 
protection ; when Sobieski impatiently inter- 
rupting the speaker by the declaration that the 
barie mention of the tribute determined him on 
hearing no more, abruptly dismissed the depu- 
tation, and resumed his employnient. 

In the evening, the king having settled every 
necessary preliminary foi* the onset, presented 
himself in the midst of his soldiers, whom he 
informed that it was his intention to commence 
the attack by day break on the following morn* 
ing. He told them that in a conflict on whose 
issue everything dear to the republic rested, 
lie should expect nothing from them of which 
he would not set them the example, it being 
his fixed determination to vanquish or die. 

The acclamations with which these senti- 
timents were received, convinced Sobieski that 
although every thing else had nearly failed bis 
army, courage and confidence in him still re- 
imaitiedMn full vigour to animate its. eflEbrts. 
Even the Lithuanian general Paz> won by the 
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gc^nerosity hjs liad lately experienced from hki 
majesty, or drawn towards the Poles by a com* 
mon sense of danger, during the whole cam- 
paign bad appeared to have no will but that of 
the king. Small therefore as was the force on 
which the fate of Poland depended, Sobieski 
had the consolation of knowing that unanimity 
consolidated its strength. ^ 

,With such a commander it is impossible to 
decide how far the great objects for which they 
were contending might have rendered troops^ 
who partook of his devoted heroism, capable, of 
coping with an enemy out-numbering, them 
hearly seven-fold,, but who was not like them^^ 
selves animated- by the sacred cause, in which 
they fought. Sobieski^ duridg this trying crisis^ 
betrayed no symptom of doubt but that the re^ 
suit would pro%*e glorious to the Poles ; yet with 
his native frankness, after the danger was over^ 
Jbe confessed to his friends, that, though san- 
guine in his hope of extricating his army with 
honour, in the whole compass of his eventful 
life, ke had never passed a night of such intense 
aaxiety as the greater part of that which was 
to have preceded the battle. 

The eastern horizon had not yet warned the 
L 2 
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•the king was surpised by the returii of the d&> 
potetion, which he had in the morning so cava- 
lierly dismissed. This surprise was xiuickly 
^lianged to secret satisfaction by discovering 
ithat the bashaws were now the bearers of pro- 
^losals to wliich he could listen, since neither 
the words tribute or tributary found in them a 
place. 

Sobieski proved by his conduct on this obw 
Msion, that he by^ no means considered his si- 
tuation as desperate, since he opened negotia- 
tions in a tone of independence which silenced 
•uch demands as be was resolved on not con- 
ceding. He rejected, with unqualified indigna- 
tton, a proposal that Poland should assist in 
repelling any attempt which his allies the Rus-» 
sians might make against the Porte ; but to the 
other stipulations, With certain modifications, he 
consented. The terms of peace finally agreed 
on were, that Poland, retaining the two thirds of 
the Ukraine^ which Sobieski had conquered the 
preceding year, should leave tlie Cossacks the 
quiet possession of the other thirds who were 
to continue under the protection of the Porte. 
That Fedalia^ with the exception ijf Jaslowiecz 
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an^ Raminieck^ should be restored to the Poles ; 
that the prisoners on both sides were to b^ 
given up to their respective countries, and that 
B solemn embassy should be sent by the kin^ 
and the republic to the Porte for the ratification 
of this treaty. 

These conditions, after having received the 
sanction of the king of Poland, were carried to 
Ibrahim for his approbation, who, before signing 
them, added a clause, which though it appeared 
t6 Sobieski somewhat whimsical, he by no 
means felt inclined to make ^ subject of dis^ 
agreement. This clause exacted, that the am* 
bassador appointed by the king should be wor- 
thy, from his person and demeanor, to appear 
before the greatest monarch in the world *• 

That no differences might arise upon so nice 
a point as that of punctillio, the king — selecting 
his cupbearer Zaluski, as in his estimation un<* 
exceptionable in both the specified qualities-^-^ 
i»ent him to Ibrahim for his approbation^ who 
declared himself perfectly satisfied with his 
roajesty^s choice, and signed the treaty of peaccu 

* * ■■ J ■ ■ [■ I ' ■< ■ P— — — I n « I r 

*Tlie Turks, as well as the Greeks, have a pcoTOcb im« 
plying tbaU nolh fo»/ canpot latMibit a mean My* 
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Thus had Sobieski the happiness of at last 
bringing to .a happy issu^^ a war in which, if 
be had involved Poland, it was because he 
knew it was the only means to save her from 
perpetual vassalage. Nor had he in its conduct 
showed himself unmindful of his subjects wet- 
fare, since to save them from the miserable con- 
sequences of rendering Poland its seat, he had 
ventured on a step so bold as tojdraw on him 
the condemnation of his generals, and in the 
end expose himself to perils from which nothing 
short of his invincible fortitude and exemplary 
conduct could have saved him. 

If the wisdom or folly of political measures 
is to be judged by their consequences, Sobieski's 
march to Zurawno must be admitted to have 
been wise, since it protected the property and 
lives of his subjects. That he was ever reduced 
to the critical situation in which the pacific 
proposals pf Ibrahim found him, was to be at-» 
tributed to the^ tardy exertions of the Christian 
powers in His favour, and tlvp^ unexpecteddelay 
off thQ arn^ament which he knew Russia was 
preparing for, his assistance. It was, however, 
%ally, by the threats of the former, and fears 
produced by the menacing aspect of the latter^ 
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that Mahomet had been induced to send a htety 
but positive order to the seraskier to conclude 
without delay a peace with the republic, as the 
only means of preventing his becoming em- 
broiled with many other powers. It was in 
obedience to this command that Ibrahim l^ad 
sent his second deputation to the camp of So* 
bieski, which at once freed him from his difii- 
culties without his having been compelled to 
put his fortune to the hazard of a battle. 

The general opinion of his officers, that he 
had acted rashly, rendered a letter which the 
king on this occasion received from the prince 
de Conde,'peciiliarly gratifying to him. That* 
great man highly applauded the policy of his 
conduct, and congratulated him on the talents 
which had ensured it success. 

When the comparative resources of the Porte 
and the republic, at the rupture of the treaty of 
Boudchaz are considered^ that PoIcl must have 
been sanguine indeed, who could have anticipa- 
ted so favourable a result to his countiy. There 
was, however, one favourite point which 3o* 
bieski deeply regretted the impossibility of at 
that time gaining. It was the recovery of Rami- 
liieck. Pleased, however^ at having gained so 
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much, he looked forward with hope that an op« 
portunity would some day occur for wresting 
that key of Poland from the Turks. 

Peace being thus happily established, Sobi- 
eski returned to Zolkiew^ where -he gave public 
audience to the English ambassador with great 
solemnity and ipagnificence. ^' At this au- 
dience/' relates Dr Souths " his excellency de- 
livered his master's compliments in a Latia 
speech, in which he gave assurances of the king 
of Great Britain's inviolable attachment to that 
prince's interest ; congratulated him upon the 
last treaty of peace brought to a happy conclu- 
sion with the infidels^ and made overtures to 
enter into such alliances with the crown and the 
republic of Poland as should be conducive to 
the honour and safety of both nations/* 

To this his Polish majesty gave a very 
agreeable and satisfactory answer^ in the same 
language which he had readily ad unguent, and 
caused the ambassador afterwards to sit down 
at the same table with him^ where he was at* 
tended by the chief officers of state ^tanding"^. 
• . . , . - ..-111 

* Daring the two months which the English ambasiador 
pa&Btd 9t Zplkiew^ among oth^r Qm, at wbkib the Ung of 
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Meanwhile the grand cupbearer, Zaluski, in 
his capacity of ambassador to the Porte, had 

Poland assisted^ was the celebration of the marriage of one of 
the queen's maids of honour ; which Dr. South thus quaintly 
describes. " The first and second day her majesty gave a 
very magnificent feast, for which purpose a large hail was 
pitched upon, where three large tables were plac'd. At the 
first sate the king and queen. In a manner that both fac*d the 
entrance into the hall. Next the queen sate the coufde that 
were to be married ; and next the king the pope's nuncio 
and archbishop of Gnesna, with the foreign ambassadors. At 
the two other tables, extending the whole length of the haU^ 
were plac'd the ladies, senators;, and officers^ except only 
iuch as attended upon the king and queen> all ranked ac* 
dording to their respective 4)recedence. 

" This least began both days precisely at four in the after- 
noon \ and it was observable that the senators cat very little, 
but drank Hungarian $me to an immoderate degree 3 nor 
did the bishops themselves shew any great symptoms of oon- 
tinence, theyleaving their seats very often to go up to the 
king's table and drink his majesty^s health on their knees. 
The ladies, out of modesty, only touch*d the top of the 
glasses with their lips, and so sate them down again, or poufd, 
them mto their plates in such manner, that abundance more 
wine was spilt than drank by them. When they had sitten 
aboQt five or six hours at table, the violins ^od a little sort of 
portable organ began to strike up, and then they spent th^ 
test of the night in dancing. In this exercise every body 
joihVl I and even I myself, who have nomanner of relish for 
sqch uoeiBfyipg y^gayK b»d a madrnma put into my hand 
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given pretty evicleixt proofs that a. handsome 
exterior and graceful. address, though in them* 

by the bishop of PJosko, (Zalnski the historian) whom I had 
the honour, as dpmestick chaplain to the ambassador from 
the king of Great Brit^in^ to sit next to. Those who began 
this whimsical way of shaking the feet, were the most ancient 
senators and old ladies^ whomov'd slowly about like so man^ 
fryars and nunns in procession ; yet though the dance began 
with so much gravity and formality, it was ended with a 
great deal of hurry and confusion. — On the second day all 
the guests presented the bride with something new, and none 
gave .l^s^ than a , piece of plate 5 which presents were all 
ipade in the presence of the queen ; it being the custom to 
perform this ceremony just. before they sit down to table. 
These make a good part of the bride** portion .»r— On the third 
d^y^ the espousals were solemniz'd afler this manner. All 
the guests accompanied the bride and bridegroom on horse- 
biack to church, as likewise io their way home. Trumpet* 
sounding from the balconies on each side the way } when 
the bride was conducted to her husband*8 bouse, where a 
noble entertainment had been piepar'd/* 

it may not, perhaps, be improper to givse here, in Dr» 
South's words, the opinion he formed of Sobieski, in conse* 
quence of his two months* residence near his person at ZoU 
kiew. '' The king is a very well spoken prince> very eatjr 
of access, and extream civil, having most of the qualities re- 
quisite to form a complete gentleman. He is. not only well 
versed in military affairs, but likewise through the means of 
a French education, very opulently stored with all polite and 
scholastic learning. Besides his own tongue, the Sdavonianj 
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selves valuable, were not the most essential 
qualifications #to be sought in a person who 
was to be entrusted with afTairs which required 
foresight, judgement, and prudence. 

In the out set he endangered rekindling the 
flame of war between the two countries, by ex- 
acting a mark of respect from the grand vizier,, 
which was absolutely contrary to the usages of 
the Ottoman court. It was that of his coming 
forth to meet him, at the gates of Constantino- 
ple. The haughty Kara Mustapha refused 
compliance with so unreasonable a demand, in 
terms of unqualified contempt. Zaluski's next 
requisition was f^n allowance of provisions, for 

he understands the Latin^ French^ Italian, Gennan, and 
Turkish languages. He delights much in Natural Historjr^ 
and in all parts of physick. He is wont to reprimand the 
clergy for not admitting the modern phylosophy, such as 
Le Grants and Cariesitts's into the universities and schools ; 
and loves to set people about him, very artfully by the ears, 
that by their disputes, he might be directed, as it happened 
once or twice during this embassy ; where he shewed a poig- 
nancy of wit, on the lAibject of a dispute held between the 
bishop of Posen; ^nd Father de la Motte, (a Jesuit and his ma^ 
j«ty*s confessor) that gave me an exlraorc^iriary opinion of 
bis parts.'* 
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^even hundred persons, whom he bad brought in 
his suite, which drew from the grand vizier the 
sarcastic remark, that >' if the ambassador of 
Poland were come to seize on Constantinople, 
his numbers were too small ; if he had brought 
them with a view to his own honour, they were 
too great.'* 

Sobieski, on being informed of these injudi« 
cious and dangerous ex|jectat]Of)s of his ambas- 
sador, at once put a stop to any further difficuU 
ties, by a peremptory command to exact no«^ 
thing which it was not customary for the Porte 
to grant on similar occasions. This critical in^ 
terference checked the growing animosities, and 
the treaty of peace was at length formally ratt« 
fied by Mahomet. 

Louis XIV. as a mark of esteem, accompa- 
nied his congratulations to the king of Poland 
on this happy event, by the insignia of the or* 
der of the Holy Ghost, of which be invited him 
to become a member. Sobieski accepted this 
compliment ; and his doing so was represented^ 
by the factious part of the ensuing diet, as> 
fit subject of animadversion. 

Jt is the province of licentious malice, to 



I5f 

colour the most inoffensive actions of the illus- 
trious with the hue of its own character. The 
faero^ whose single greatness had rescued Poland 
from vassalage, was on this occasion insulted by 
the very people who owed to them their free- 
dom, with reproaches for condescending to wear 
the livery of France. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A EACE,solong banished from Poland^ thus fe^ 
stored to it through the valour and firmness of 
its sovereign^ began to spread her blessings over 
the republic ; while Sobieski aided her benign 
influence, by devoting this happy interval of 
tranquillity to the exercise 6f those civil talents, 
by which he was no less distinguished than by 
the military abilities, that so often rendered the 
republic his debtor. 

During the first years of peace Dantzic, 
which had long flourished under the protection 
of Poland, became! convulsed by intestine feuds, 
and the king found himself urgently called upon 
to repair thither, that by the interposition of 
his authority he might restore it to order and 
obedience. 

He found that the same spirit of freedom 
which had prompted that city to enter into the 
Hanseatic League, from long indulgence had, 
at this epoch, degenerated into one of insu- 
bordination, which threatened the immediate 
downfall of this wealthy little republic. 
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These unhappy dissentions had first ariserl 
from the citizens disputing the authority of theii* 
ttiagistrates^ on the plea, that under the sacred 
ftinction of their office, they had become the 
oppressors of the people; while the magistrates 
in their turn, maintained that the severity of 
which the citizens complained, had been ren*" 
dered necessary by the ungovernable and dange-* 
rous spirit that had seized them. The tumult 
caused by the animosity which governed all par- 
ties had already risen to an alarming height— 
imprisonment and punishments, on the part of 
power, by spreading rage and vengeance on that 
of the people, presented the dreadful prospect 
of a civil war, when the king of Poland, happily, 
arrived to avert by his justice and persuasive 
wisdom, the bloody ruin which the Dantzicors 
were rashly drawing on their own heads. 

Sobieski found that the magistrates and peo- 
ple were equally impatient to lay their griev- 
ances before him ; each party confident of ex- 
periencing a patient and impartial hearing, and 
each confident of the justice of its own cause. 

That he should discover great faults on both 
sides, the king of Poland was prepared to expect; 
but his benevolence and knowledge of the hu- 
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man heart prompted him to examine with pecu- 
liar care into the origin of the citizen's discon*^ 
tent ; well aware that authority is not alwayr 
under the guidance of moderation as well as 
justice. In the present instance^ he found that 
the conduct of those in power had been far fron) 
&ultless^ and he did not conceal from them his 
sentiments. 

The magistrates^ in. their justification urged^ 
that the contempt which had been shewn to 
their persons and authority was a violation of 
the laws ; and that if strength and weight were 
not given to their official capacity by the fre^ 
exercise of the power invested in them to punish 
the seditious, a continued state of warfare must 
inevitably be, the fatal consequence. 

Sobieski admitted the justice of this plea; but 
at the same time pressed upon them with mucl^ 
severity the fact, that the strength and duration 
of a free state must depend upon the wise, equU 
table^ aad disinterested discharge of the duties 
of its mi^strates ; adischarge which could alone 
form between themselves and the people that 
bpnd of union necessary to the' preservation of 
their authority, and the voluntary obedi^G4 of 
the citizens. 
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^hat impressive eloquence which had on so 
many occasions given Sobieski unlimited power 
over the- passions of those he wished to in- 
fluence, failed not in the present insts^nce to 
produce its accustomed effect. The people 
were won back to present order, and the ma- 
gistrates to the conviction that lenity should be 
ever inseparable ftom authority. 

The king next proceeded to cement the good 
understanding which he had so happily revived 
between the magistrates and citizens of Dant- 
zic, by carefully examining into their laws^ re- 
gulating the administration of them,, and re- 
dressing such grievances as he found had press- 
ed heavily on the people. He inspected also 
the public treasury, and introduced into it order 
and economy ; lessened and modified the pro- 
portion of tlie taxes, st> as to prevent their fall- 
ing with oppressive weight on the lower classes. 
In fine, he reformed the abuses which had 
crept into each department of the executive go- 
vernment with such strict justice, that, through 
his wisdom, peace strength and order once 
more gave stability to this little republic, which 
had been so lately on the brink of falling a sa- 

M 



cHfli^ to the blind fury of its peopk^ and the 
ill-judged severity of its magistrates*. 

This work of benevolence accomplished^ So- 
bieski repaired to his capital. Although ambi- 
tious of glory he loved peace, as the source of 
happiness and abundance to his people, and 
scarcely less so as the cherisher of the arts «^nd 
sciences. To these he had been from his youth 
greatly attached ; even amidst war and tumult 
jseeking in them his best relief from the anxious 
cares inseparably connected with the career to 
which his high spirit had so early directed his 
choice. 

The fruit of this genuine taste for learning 
was an extensive knowledge of languages. This 
valuable acquisition enlarged the scope of his 
literary pleasures, by bringing him acquainted 
with the most celebrated writers in the Latin^ 

* Jean Hevelke, a celebrated astronomer of Dantzic, proved 
the gratitude with which the king's conduct towards his fbl- 
low citizens had impressed him^ and his high, respect for that 
prince's love of science, by naming a cluster of fixed stars, of 
which he was the discoverer, the constellation of Sobieski. 
*' Ce fut Jean Hevelke," says Lacomb, *' qui remarqua le 
premier unie esp^ce de liberation dans le mouyement de la- 
Lune." — Louis XIV. granted him a pensicm. 
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French, Spanish, German^ Italian^ and Turkish 
tongues. In music and painting he took par-* 
ticular delight, and was himself a candidate for 
&ome portion of poetic fame ; but his favourite 
studies were metaphysics and natural history, 

Sobieski left behind him proofs of the deep 
attention he gave to books, in the mapy marginal 
observations with which his pencil enriched his 
family library ; observations that bore testimony 
to the extent of his erudition, the refinement of 
his taste, and the solidity of his judgement. 

Under the united influence of these intrinsic 
and shining qualities in its king, the republic 
beheld the court t)f Poland become.the favourite 
resort of foreigners of distinction^ from every 
part of Europe. Men of letters and genius also 
sought and found a generous patron in this ac- 
complished prince ; wliose own cultivated mind 
enabled him to appretlate their several talents ; 
while the affability which prompted hifti to ad- 
mit them to his table with confidence and re- 
spect, met its rew^ard in the enjoyment their 
unrestrained conversation aflforded him. 

Thus richly gifted in mental resources, and 
ever active in the service of the republic, the 
M 2 
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seven years tranquillity which gave leisure for 
the cultivation of the arts of peace ought to have 
been years of enjoyment to Sobieski. But, un- 
fortunately, this period of repose and growing 
greatness to his country was embittered to him- 
self by the intriguing disposition of his queen ; 
who for the aggrandisement of her own family, 
or the gratification of her pergonal resentments^ 
was perpetually forming plots hateful to the 
noble nature of the king, the consequences of 
which were present disappointment to herself 
and future mortification* 

Nor was it by his consort alone that the un-p 
suspicious temper of Sobieski was betrayed, 
and his name degraded by being used to assist 
the prosecution of plans, of whose existence he 
was, at the time they were going forward, entire- 
ly ignorant. . In every individual of the queen's 
family, by whom he was surrounded, he had in 
the end the mortification to discover that he 
had been harbouring a traitor. 

The station of ambassador of France, which 
was filled by the marquis de Bethune, certainly 
ought to have put the king on' his guard against 
^ving way to his native frankness in that noble- 
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mill's compaay— -a frankness which, though it 
forms one of the charons of social life, cannqt be 
indulged by a sovereign with safety, in an in- 
tercourse with the wily servant of another mas- 
ter. The marquis, in consequence of his mar- 
riage with the queen of Poland's sister, unfor* 
tunately was received on a footing of iptimacy 
in the femily of Sobieski, which gave him too 
frequent opportunities of seizing on those un^ 
guarded moments of the king which must at 
times occur, when ceremony yields to friendly 
freedom, to wrest from him communications 
which, as ambassador, he turned to his own ad- 
vantage. . 

To great abilities as a statesman, the. marquis 
de Bethune added courtly accomplishments, 
and remarkable powers of pleasing ; which ren- 
dered the refined, artifice that lurked beneath 
them extremely dangerous to such a character 
as Sobieski, who was not capable of suspecting 
in another that which he would have himself 
disdained to practise. A remarkable circum- 
stance, however, occurred to the k^'ing of Poland, 
which revealed to him the true character of the 
man in whom he had imprudently confided. 

Some time before the elevation of Sobieski to 
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the thrdiie, Louis XIV. had offered him, in ease 
the ingratitude of the republic should ever in- 
duce him to quit his country, an asylum in 
France, and with it the choice of a marshars 
staff, or a dukedom. The probabihty of re- 
quiring in his own person either of these di- 
stinctions had long passed away ; but the queen, 
who was well acquainted with the promise of 
the French monarch, importuned Sobieski in* 
c^£(8antly to claim the latter in favour of her 
father; 

' Few things could be more unreasonable than 
such a proposal, since the revenue of the mar«- 
quis d'Arquien was scarcely sufficient to enable 
him to support with propriety the rank which 
he held of captain in Monsieur's Swiss guards ; 
yet such was the perseverance of the queen in 
tormenting Sobieski with her complaints, that 
her father was no more than ^ titular nobleman, 
that she in the end prevailed on him tocom^piy 
with her wishes. 

The result did npt surprise the king of Po« 
land. The French monarch informed him, 
that he regarded the marquis d'Arquien's pre- 
sent want of fortune as an insuperable obstacle 
to the preferment in question ; but this decla- 
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ration was softened by the assurance, that when- 
ever he should become possessed of an estate 
adequate to t-he maintaining with due dignity 
the honour to which he aspired, he would will- 
ingly accede to the wisheis of his Polish ma- 
jesty. 

Meanwhile the marquis de Bethune (who 
was acquainted with the former offer of Louis 
Ux Sobieski, but who was ignorant that it had 
been lately claimed in behalf of her majesty*s 
father,) conceived the project of obtaining for 
himself this dukedom^ by soliciting it of his mas- 
ter in the name of Sobieski^ as an honour he 
was desirous of seizing conferred on the brother- 
,in*law of his queen. 

This enterprise of the marquis had not reach- 
ed the knowledge of Sobieski, when a friar of 
the order of Carmelites arrived at Warsaw, and 
earnestly solicited of his majesty the indulgence 
of a private audience; alleging that he was 
charged with dispatches of a secret nature, which 
he was anxious to deliver into his own hand. 

On pbtaining his request, the friar opened 
his commission by presenting to Sobieski a let- 
ter, whose contents greatly surprised him. It 
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was from the marquis de Briscacier, who be- 
gan his address to the king of Poland^ by re« 
minding him of an attachment which had sub-^ 
sisted between the marchioness de Briscacier^ 
bis mother^ and that monarch during his early 
residence in France. To that attachment the 
writer declared he bad recently discovered that 
he owed his existence. After an explanation of 
these cirqumstai^ces the marquis added, that it 
was with deep regret he found himself com* 
pelled, by the scanty provision left to him by 
his supposed father, to compromise the honour 
of his mother by claiming the protection of 
Jhis real one ; and entreating that his majesty 
would obtain for him, as his acknowledged son, 
the French dukedom formerly offered by Louis 
to himself. 

Sobieski had no sooner perused this epistle 
than the friar presented him with a second, 
which proved to be from the queen of France^ 
to whom the marquis de Briscacier at that p&. 
riod filled the office of secretary. Her majesty's 
letter ^Iso contained very urgent entreaties that 
the king of Poland would acknowledge to Louis 
(hat de l^riscacier was his son ; and exert his 
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influence with that prince to secure the investi- 
ture of the marquis with the dignity of which 
he was ambitious. 

The friar closed his extraordinary commission 
to the king of Poland, by the delivery of a 
packet, whose contents.it should seem were de- 
signed to obviate the objection which it was 
natural Sobieski should urge against complying 
with this unforeseen request, since the acknow- 
ledged want of fortune in Briscacier must have 
rendered that young nobleman, in the opinion 
of the French monarch, equally disqualified for 
supporting the rank to which he aspired as the 
marquis d'Arquien. The packet contained also 
the picture of Briscacier's royal patroness, a 
•present which iseemed tendered as a pledge to 
the kiQg of Poland, that she would support the 
interest of the claimant. 

Whatever might have been the immediate 
effect of these communications on Sobieski, it 
appears that reflection disposed him to admit 
the validity of the plea urged by de Briscacier 
in favour of his petition, since he in the end ac- 
knowledged its justice to Louis XIV. ; and 
requested, in consideration of the near claim 
which the young man had on his protection 
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and patronage, that that monarch would confer 
the honour on Briscacier, which he was not dis- 
posed to grant to the marquis d'Arquien. 

What might have been the result of this se-. 
cond application^ had not treachery interposed 
between the request and its accomplishment, 
is very doubtful; but the afiair was decided 
through the ungusu*ded openness of Sobieski 
towards the marquis de Bethune, and the un- 
generous use he made of it. Ignorant of that 
nobleman's schemes to secure to himself, the 
French dukedom^ the king of Poland unfortu- 
nately confided to him an affair which had con- 
siderably perplexed himself. The ambassador 
instantly perceiving that this application in fa- 
vour of de Briscacier was likely to give a death- 
blow to his own hopes, contrived to retain pos- 
session of the queen of France's letter to Sobi- 
eski, which he dispatched without scruple to 
Louis. 

It found that monarch surprised at the dis- 
covery of a son of the king of Poland among 
the persons forming the household of his queen; 
and discontented that three several candidates 
for the same dignity ^hould have been recom^ 
mended to him by Sobieski. The evidence^ 
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consequently^ which the epistle bore, that his 
consort had taken a very lively interest in the 
support of ihe new claimant, filled Louis with 
displeasure towards her majesty ; who alarmed 
at learning that her letter had fallen into his 
hands, positively denied the signature. 

However successful this measure might have 
been in pacifying ihe anger of the king against 
herself, it proved fatal to the unfortunate de 
Briscacier. That unhappy young noblemao 
was, in consequence, consigned for lifte to the 
Bastille ; whether as a sacrifice to the domestic 
peace of the royal family of France — of Poland 
—or pf both, is buried in mystery as impene- 
trable as that which involved the identity of the 
victim, who in the same reign waa doomed to 
perpetual imprisonment under the concealment 
of an iron mask. 

Calculated as was the whole of this afifair to 
wound and mortify the king of Poland^ he was 
soon after its lamentable termination vexed by 
new intrigues of the queen and her family; 
which led to scenes of great violence and ani« 
mosity between her majesty and the marchi* 
oness de Bethune her sister. 

The queen, highly incensed at Louis's excuse 



for not at once conferring on her father a rank 
which she thought his due on account of his 
near affinity to herself, wrote to desire that the 
marquis d'Arquien would immediately sell his 
commission in the Swiss guards^ and after pro* 
j3erly equipping himself by means of the pro- 
duce, that he would repair to the court of Po- 
land. 

These arrangements her majesty did not con* 
ceal from the marchioness de Bethurie, little 
suspecting that by this unreserve she had ruined 
all her schemes, since the knowledge of the pro- 
posed sale of her father's commission instantly 
suggested to that lady the opportunity of get- 
ting possession of the marriage portion^ which 
had been promised but never paid her by her 
father. She accordingly wrote without loss of 
time to Monsieur, stating her father's nonpay- 
ment of her portion, and petitioning that his 
royal highness would detain the sum due to her 
on that account. 

Monsieur complied with, the request of the 
lady; in consequence of which the queen of Po- 
land, instead of seeing ber father arrive at War- 
saw with a well appointed retinue at the ex- 
pected time, received a narrative of the dilemma 
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to which the marchioness de Bethune's con- 
trivance had reduced him . 

Nothing could exceed the rage with which 
her majesty assailed her sister at this discovery^ 
except the artifice of the marchioness to parry 
the anger of the queen, and lull her into the 
belief that to ohiige her she would relinquish 
her daim on the contested money, while in 
reality she persevered in taking such measures 
as efTectually secured it to herself. 

When in the end it became manifest that 
Monsieur was resolved on gratifying the wishes 
of the marchioness de Bethune, in preference 
to those of the queen ; her majesty lost all self-^ 
command, and wrote in tenns of so much 
haughtiness and asperity as drew from him an 
answer full of bitter taunts and ^sarcasms. 

This affair, therefore, was the means of ere- 
ating lasting animosity among all the parties 
concerned ; which blazed forth on the' side of 
the queen of Poland whenever the king was 
disposed to support in any pubhc measure the ^ 
views of the king of France. ' On these occa- 
sions she ever took care, by her interference and 
cabals, to ruin every project; and at length 
carried matters so far that Louis recalled his 
ambassador from Poland. 



1/4 



CHAPTER X. 

SoBiESKi in the mean time^ although harassed 
by these family feuds, and disappointed in many 
of hi^ political views by the daring interference 
or secret machinations of the queen, had nei-^ 
ther been an indifferent observer of the pro- 
ceedings of the Porte, nor unmoved at the enor- 
mous preparations in which she had been some 
time engaged, with an obvious design to crush 
some other power, though against whom the 
meditated blow would be aimed remained long 
doubtful. 

That a potentate, assuming an aspect so nde- 
nacing, should possess the key of Poland, in 
which light Kaminieck was justly regarded by 
the republic, filled Sobieski with extreme un«- 
easiness, and convinced him that in order to the 
general safety it became necessary to repossess 
that natural barrier against the Turks. . 

The occasion for which the king had been 
long watching at length presented itself* Ma- 
homet^ to swell the vast armament he was col- 



Jecting, withdrew so many of the<roops which 
had garrisoned that place since the peace^ as to 
present the fairest prospect ofrecovering.it by 
a co^p de main. As a preliminary to this im« 
portant undertaking, Sobieski assembled a diet 
with a view to explain his object and intentions; 
and to gain its sanction to the measures he had 
in contemplation. •» 

The encouraging eagerness with which the 
di0erent orders attended to him when he was 
laying open to them his wishes, evinced a dis- 
position in the assembly to enter into his vievvs^ 
which little prepared him for the mortifying 
issue ; for it was even while painting with the 
full force of his fervid rhetoric the strength and 
security which would be confirmed to the re- 
public by the repossession of that bulwark of 
Poland, that the words Veto sisto activitatem (19) 
' were pronounced by the senator Breza-r-the 
diet was dissolved, and the members instantly 
dispersed. 

F^ll of regret and astonishment, the king of 
Poland, when next he met the assembled sena* 
tors, gave free expression to the acuteness of 
his feelings, on the sudden annihilation of his 
hopes, in an harangue which pointed its severest 
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shafts against the faction that had sacrificed 
the interests of the republic to the mean g rat i-« 
fication of depriving him of honour. His in- 
dignant eye marked the persons of whom he 
knew it to be formed, as he proceeded to ex- 
pose the weak and short-sighted policy of leavr 
ing to the casualties of the future an enterprise 
so momentous. He warmly contended that no 
time could be more favourable than the present 
— no opportunity more promising. With all 
the strength of reason, and all the ardour of oqe 
whose, whole soul was devoted to the yet win- 
ning for his project the suffrage of the senate;' 
he placed in every possible point of view the 
fata! consequences of procrastination ; and ve- 
hemently called upon its members to restore to 
their country the safety of which they had 
deprived it — ^the glory of which they had rob. 
bed it. 

But envy, refusing to listen to the Voice of 
truth, triumphed over patriotism ; and the king 
on this occasion, as on many others, was con- 
demned to pay the penalty of bis greatness, by 
seeing his wisest plans and best intended efforts 
for his country's good, frustrated and enfeebled 
through the influence of that baneful passion. 
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Sobieski deeply felt the f)verthrow of his im*^ 

portaqt project as a patriot and a king ; he was 

not long after destined to experience a disap*- 

pointment which touched him very nearly as a 

' parent. 

The daughter of his only sister, the duchess 
of Radzivil^ having been intrusted by the will 
of the deceased prince' her father to the guar^ 
dianship of his majesty, with the very large 
possessions which he had bequeathed her, had 
been destined by him, under the triple autho* 
rity of uncle, guardian,''and kingj to be the wife 
of his eldest son James Louis; and the mar-, 
riage wsCs delayed only on account of the nonage 
of that prince. 

In the interim, the elector of Brandenburg, 
desirous, of bringing into his own family the 
riches of the younj^ princess, sent his son pri^ 
VAtely to pay his court to her. The lover had 
the good fortune to please the lady, and pressed 
his suit with so much success that he actually 
bore off th^ prize before any intimation of his 
designs reached * the king of Poland, which 
could enable him to counteract them« 

The irritation nMmrally excited in Sobieski 
by these r€|ieated vexations, had scarcely sub« 
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sided, when the Pazes vehemently urged the 
enforcement of a law which had beea passed inr 
1673, during the weak reign of Michael ; enact- 
ing that the diets, hitherto confined to the city 
of Warsaw, should in future be held every sixth 
year in Lithuania, 

Eight years had already elapsed since the 
enactment, and the measure had never been 
adopted. The grand general of the duchy^ 
however, who bad no doubt that Wilna, froni. 
its size^ situation, and resources, must necessa^ 
rily be fixed on as the place of assembling,^ 
flattered himself that as palatine of that district 
he should derive considerable eoaolument from 
enforcing the law; and such was the clamour 
be soon raised on the subject, that the king 
deemed it prudent to yield at once to the de- 
( mand of the LithuanianY. 

Yet in doing so he was neither obliged t& 
gratify the avarice of Paz, nor disposed to dlow 
the opportunity thus forced on him to eseape, 
without marking the dispies^nre which the en* 
mity of that family towards him bad been s# 
long calculated to excite. In issuii^ bis leii^s 
circular, therefore, he made we ol bis royal 
prerogative^ and appototed Xjirodn<% instead of 
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Wihia, as the place of rendezvoias ; )ny whicH 
measure he conferred on the starost of that 
town, for* whom he entertained a friendships 
the benefit which had been so greedily coveted 
by the grand general of Lithuania. 

It is probable that Sobieski, who had himself 
so frequently submitted voluntarily to the se-^ 
verest personal privations,' whenever by such 
sacrifices he was enabled to serve his country, 
must have be^n secretly amused at the exoes- 
81 ve discomposure of the members of the dret^ 
at the poverty, scarcity, and want of accommo- 
dation at Grodno, in comparison with Warsaw 
and Wilna. It is certain that he paid no re- 
gard to the strong expression of dissatisfaction 
which not unfrequently reached Iiis ear during . 
thie sitting; and his forbearance, the natural 
offspring of his own contempt for the luxuries 
"^n which others set so high a value, was in-*, 
dustrionsly construed by those who hated him, 
irfto a proof that despotic feelings were gaining 
ground in his once patriotic character. 

A little incident, however, occurred before 
the dissolution of the assembly, which must 
have convinced the liberal part ofil, that though 
the king — vexed as he was with maiiy caresr«- 
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might at times be hurried into error through the 
impetuosity of his nature ; yet, like Henry IV- 
of France, to whom in more than one feature 
he bore a great resemblance, he was ever open 
to conviction — patient of deserved reproof—^ 
and generous in acknowledging his faults on 
discovering that he had committed them ; qua- 
lities incompatible with the cold, the sel&sh, 
and the iron-hearted character of despotism. 

The queen had been for some time desirous 
of getting an augmentation to her annual allow- 
ance, and had accompanied the king to Grodno^ 
for the express purpose of endeavouring to ac- 
complish this object during the sitting of the 
diet. 

Sobieski^ on learning the discontent of the 
members^ on account of the inconveniences at- 
tending the place of meeting, earnestly recom- 
xnerided her majesty to postpone to some 6tter 
moment the presising on them her request. 
But she was not of a disposition to yield her 
wishes to those of the king, even- if she had 
not secured a sufficient party to support her in<« 
terests in the assembly ; but this she had craftily 
^^fiected mtli due precaution. 
^ His majesty, who bat} no suspicion of these 
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intrigues, flattered himself that for the present 
he should hear nothing further of her prefects ; 
but in thi^ he was quickly undeceived. The 
queen's impatience would not brook delay; and 
on the very next meeting of the diet, after tak- 
ing her seat in her usual place of conceal ment, 
from whence she could hear every thing that" 
passed, that princess dispatched her chancellor 
to the king, with a request that "he would 
think of 4ier.'* 

Sobieski, surprised and highly offended at 
this conduct, repulsed the bearer of the request 
Mrith much severity, who returh'ed to report th6 
ill success of his mission to the queen. But 
her majesty was not so easily discouraged as her 
emissary. By reiterated commands she forced 
back his reluctant steps; and a second time 
^e approached the throne with his unwelcome 
message. The king now, irritated beyond en- 
durance, and not making a just distinction he^ 
tweeti the indiscretion of the queen and the 
conduct of an officer who dared not disobey 
her commands, treated him with such an -etuil- 
lition of unbridled indignation, as to draw ftom 
tbe chancellor a remark, the dignity and respect'^ 
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lul ^iBiiesB of i.vhich carried instant compuiic* 
tioo to the generous heart of the king of Po- 

** If/' said the chancellor, " your majesty for- 
gets the consideration due to the sacred func-: 
tions of the priest^ you should remember that 
%^hich a Polish noble may command/' 

" It would have been to my hooour," returned 
Sobieski with noble candour, " if I had remem- 
bered that you J^re, like myself, a man. I ac- 
knoyi^ledge that I have been to blame/' 

This little sally of impetuosity on the part of 
bis majesty, which at first threatened the over- 
throw of the queen's pr^ects, from the present 
turn.given to his feelings by regret at his injus- 
tice to the chancellor^ terminated exactly as ^he 
wished. The subject thus unintentionally oii^ 
his part brought, before the diet, to his surprise, 
was received with great indulgence, and the 
demand was accorded without amy serious op- 
position. 

But however complaisant the queen ha(t 
found means to render the majority of tbediiet 
^wurds berse]f» half the necessary, business bad 
potbeen transacted hy the assi^mbly, when Ui^ 
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king was again made severely to feel the difllr 
eult situation of a monarch fettered like him<* 
self by the senaeless whims of individuals^ and 
ehecked in his wisest measures by the iieen« 
tious use of the liberum veto. 

3y this preposterous privilege any disafTected 
tn corrupted member possessed the power of 
annulling the proceedings of the rest, and du* 
solving the diet. 

]n the present instance it was exercised by a 
disaffected deputy, on the frivolous ground of 
the king having violated an established qrder^ 
by desiring candles to be introduced cm the 
close of the day, for the quicker dispatch of bu^ 
siness which remained unsettled. This was the 
second time that Sobiesl^i had been thus inr 
suited. » 

It does not appear what motive actuated the 
deputy to palsy by. his veto tlie functions of the 
diet ; but his abuse of the privil^e that etOh 
powered him to do so, strongly evinced the dan»» 
ger with which it was replete ; and how defeo* 
tive that government must have been» which 
left to the paprice, treachery, or private malice 
of an individual the right of silencing delibersi- 
t1ons, on the result, of which must have often 
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depended the prosperity of the cominanity at 
large. . : - ' 

But the Poles, notwithstandtag the frequent 
instances' in which the exercise of this danger-- 
ous privilege must have proved prejudicial to 
the interest of their country, ever gloriedjn 
their liberum veto^ as an unequivocal symbol of 
their independence, and as such, were acctts?- 
tomed to style it the " soul of liberty*' — rforgeU 
ful that the vesting in each individual so perni- 
ciotfs a freedom^ deprived the nation and the 
diet (Collectively of all real liberty. 

No resolution had been taken during the sit- 
ting at Grodno, on the subject of Kaminieck, 
though the Porte was still proceed iug in her 
warlike preparations; and the kin[g had tlie in- 
expressible grief to perceive from this perverse- 
ness, that Poland must ultimately ^sacriSc^ Her 
independence to some external enemy, through 
heir overweaning propensity to cramp, thp re- 
-gal authority, and fetter the actions of her so* 
vereiga*. 

* During the reign of Sigismond.II. a band of wits en- 
deavoored to hold up the mirror to the follies of thedifferenl 
orders pf the republic, by establbhing an epitpme of iu. 



government in a little community, which extravagantly sati« 
rized their leading foibles. It was called the republic of 
Babina} andconsijstedofa king, senate, great officers of the 
crown, &c. The criterion by which the members were 
cho*n to fill those offices was, theit being particularly dis- 
(^ualified for discharging thetn properly. Thus, the pre- 
eminent blunderer of the society was compelled to take the 
chancellorship— the most meddling, the bishoprick — the 
greatest Iragadodo, the crown^eneralship, and so on. Ac- 
cording to Sarnatius, in his Annals of Poland, this commu^ 
iiity, begun in sport,* effected very beneficial purposes 5 sidte 
knot only taught its own members, through the force 6f this 
ingeniqus mode of satirizing their peculiar foibles^ to become 
*' judicious censurers, wary .talkers, modest observers, hum- 
ble performers, and true relaters of any exploits 5 but it even 
reformed many of the abuses and indecorums which had 
crept into the government of Poland. "-^Sigismond was so 
far .from, taking ofFence at this institution, that he liked I0 
bear the details of itsm<^bers* procesdlugs ; - and one day 
asked the starasta of Balina, who was their king } To which 
that dignitary solemnly replied, " Far be it from us, most 
serene monarch, to choose any other king during the life of 
your majesty !" The gravity and readiness of this answer 
greatly diverted Sigismondy who humoured the subject with 
degree of pleasantry which afforded much mirth to the 
court. If Sarnatius did not greatly overrate the correcting 
power of the repullic of Babina, Sobieski had reason to la- 
ment that from its 'decline and fall" all traces of its bene- 
ficial effects on the turbulent spirit of the' Poles should baye 
been lost before fae wds called to govern them. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

• 

On the following year* the anxmus suspense 
with which the king of Poland had long be^n 
studying the intentions of the Porte, was dissi- 
pated by the discovery that it was against the 
court of Vienna^ not the republic, that her me^- 
ditated hostilities were about to be directed. 

Emeric Tekeli, a Hungarian noble, whose 
jkther Stephen count Kersmar)c had been im- 
plicated in a conspiracy against Leopold^ had c^ 
the death of his parent, and coofiscatidn of his 
property^ taken refuge in Poland at the Bge of 
sixteen ; from whence he had vainly endear 
VOKred to procure frovti the emperor the resti- 
tution <tf his patrimony. 

At lengthy rendered desperate by finding his 
attempts fruitless^ he repaired to AbafTy prince 
of Transylvania; and after first serving as a yo» 
lonteer in an army sent from that territory for, 
the assistance of the malcontents of Hongary, 

* A. D. 1682. 
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Tekeli had, by, his iniKtdry talents and the ifi« 
fltience of his famUy, been appointed in hit 
twentieth year to its commands So formidable 
had be from that time rendered himself to th^ 
emporor, that that monarch had been indiiced 
to offer, as the price of peace, the restoration of 
the former government of Hungary, which he 
bad arbitrarilyoverturned, vith the reMitutiori 
Qf all the confiscated property, &c. to those '614. 
milies which had suffered for the former eon^ 
spirapy. 

But Tekeli, who had now procured a pro* 
tnise of assistance from the Turks, and was sus* 
picious of the emperor's sincerity, declined 
accepting the proposed concessions ; and to in* 
crease Leopold's mortification at this refusal, 
his application soon after to the court of Con- 
atantinople for a renewal of the triM^e of 1^4, 
which was now on theeve of expiring, was an^ 
awered ^fi the part of the Porte, by the demand 
Iff such conditioos as would have scarcely ieft 
him a shadow of authority even in his heredip> 
tary dominions. France, ever eager to humbk 
the emperor, had been the industrious instig^^ 
tor of these extravagant pretensions. 

Galling as they were to Leopold, hewever^ he 
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' was in no condition to resent them. IW n\u 
merous enemies with whom he was already 
obliged to cope, and the diffictilties he found 
in recruiting his armies daily decreased by de« 
sertion a^ well as by the sword, forced hiciOLto 
bridle his indignation, and to dispatch count 
Albert Carprara as his ambassador extraordinary 
to the Porte, vested with full authority to avert, 
by any means within his power, a storm so big- 
with danger to Austria. m 

Before the arrival of Carprara at Constantly 
nople, Tekeli had been proclaimed by Maho- 
met, kingofUppef Hungary ; and by bin mar- 
riage with the widow of Ragotski had rendered 
himself master of the vast riches of that family^ 
with the strong fort of Mongatz. Ten thousand 
Turks had already inarched to th€ frontiers tp 
his support, and had been joined by twelve 
thousand Tartars, besides numbers of protest^ 
ints, who, in resentment of Leopold's breach of 
promise respecting their religk>u$ privileges, hafl 
enlisted under the banners of Tekeli; 
* These circumstances, followed by the ihtelli- 
^nce that several' places o£ importance had aU 
ready submitted to the prince of Hungary, pre- 
pared tb« sultan to demand still harder term^ 
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of the AQstrian ambassador than he had before, 
re^iuired of his tpaster ; for to his former exac*- 
tions was now added^ that the emperor of the 
West must thenceforth pay>an annual tribute <jf 
five hundred thousand florins to the emperor of 
the East. 

. This unbending haughtiness of the Porte, 
with the sight of the horses' tails waving over 
the Seraglio, convinced Carprara that all further 
attempt at negotiation was vain ; and that he 
had no time to lose in making his escape from 
C!onstantinople, if he would avoid the inconve^ 
niences'of an arrest. 

Leopold^on learning the total failure of his em- 
bassy, perceived the necessity of making imme- 
diate preparations against the tremendous storm 
which was already rolling towards him : yet ha- 
rassed by difficulties, and ci^amped in his means of 
completing his levies to the extent the urgency 
of his situation required, he cast his eyes round 
him in search of some powerful arm to interpose 
.between him und the ruin which threatQioed 
him.. Such a one was near him in the king of 
Poland: yet in many instances he had treated 
that mpnarch with so mean an afrpgance as to 
render it a painful humiliation, i.n the bpur ^f 
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danger^ to solicit his aid. Leopoldi however^ 
abject in adversity as he was haughty in pro- 
sperity, was at length determined by his in- 
creasing fears, and the advice of Innocent XL, 
to crave the assistance of Sobieski ; and in doing 
so he was strongly recooiitiended by the pop^ 
to make such concessions to that prince; as must 
obliterate from his mind the recollection of the 
insolence which he had formerly experienced 
from the emperon^ 

In pursuance of these counsels of his holinessi 
l^eopold prefaced his application to the king of 
Poland by acknowledging his right to the title 
oi majesty y an' honour whibh he had till then de- 
nied him ; offered him one of the archduchesses, 
his daughters, for the consort of his son prince 
James Louis ; and proffered to unite his power 
with that of the pope, to render the crown of 
Poland hereditary in the family of Sobieski. 

France "On her side, through the medium of 
her new ambassador, Forbin bishop of Mar* 
seiHes, left no means unessayed to attach th^ 
king of Poland to her interest; a measure which 
she deemed of the utmost importance to the 
^access of her meditated ruin of the emperor. 
To the ofier of immense treastire as the price of 



hts neutrftlity, Louis added the same Tolaatft'rjr 
proposal which had been tendered by Leofiold^ 
of fixing the Polish crown in the family of the 
Jifresent king. 

But these proffers of the French ambassador 
were rejected with disdain by Sobieski. His 
line, of policy was| obvious; the occ^ion most 
auspicious for assisting to cripple a power whichr 
he with. reason regarded as the natural and per- 
petual eneiiiy of Poland Und of her religion. 
Could he reject the opportunity of punishing 
the Ottomans for the miseries they had brought 
on his country, of diminishing their strength, 
which otherwise would be again directed against 
faer« when, leaving his. subjects to the enjoy«^ 
ment of internal peace^ he might g6 forth tB 
grapple with them on a foreign soil ! All me- 
mory of the petty insults of the emperor faded 
before this glorious .prospect, aiid he resolved 
oQ. making common cause with the monarchy, 
for whose destruction the Porte was preparing 
her vast arniaifients. 

The policy of Sobieski was embraced by aU 
orderly of the state ; and a treaty offensive and 
defensive, with an engagement that neither 
party should make peace with tlie Porte but by 
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Mutual consent, was ratified between the em^ 
peror and ihe republic*. It was further stipu- 
lated that Leopold should provide sixty thou- 
sand men, and Poland forty thousand, to be 
employed wherever it was deemed necessary 
for the general service; and 6naUy^ that a subr 
sidy should be furnished t6 the republic by the 
empire, for the payment of which his holiness 
was guarantee** 

That potentate^ who had never forgiven the^ 
threat of the late grand vizier Kiuperli, that he: 
would *'lay the see of Rome in the dust,'i, still 



* Benedict Odeschalchi asc6nded the papal throne by the 
name of Innocent XL He was the son of a bankei: of Mi- 
kn^^and his having been elected pope, on Saint Matthew,*s 
day gave occasion to Pasquin to remark, *' Invenerunt homi^ 
nem sedentem" "They have met with a man sitting at the 
receipt of customs." - That wit would have been in no dan- 
ger of ofTendihg his holiness had he made the observation in 
his presence ; since, according to Menage, he was ignorant 
of the Jiatin language : yet so ambitious is he said tahave 
been of leaving behind him the reputation of a learned man, 
that when Favoriti, his secretary, used to read hhn the briefs 
which he had drawn up in that language, and explain them 
to him in Italian, Innocent would weep for joy, and exclaim 
" What will posterity say of us when they shall see our fine 
Latin style !" - • 
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further stfengthtned the cause of the emperdr 
by the zealous exertion of his power over the 
princes of Germany, by which most of them 
were induced to join the Christian league*. 

Meanwhile the king of Poland, as a prelimi* 
nary step to his obtaining the " sinews of war,** 
issued letters circular for assembling the diet ; 
when, instead of finding that they were obeyed 
with the alacrity which the approbation of the 
several orders of the state to the late treaty with 
Leopold had prepared him to expect, he learnt 
that they were received with murmurs of disap« 
probation. The Lithuanians in particular, in- 



* While Innocent was thus busily exbrtiog himself in be«- 
half of the emperor, it appears he was not less active in re« 
forming the dress and extravagance of the ladies of Italj. 
So greatly was he scandalized at their occupying themselves 
more with the display of their persons than with the danger 
of Christendom^ that in the midst of his own anxiety he ful- 
minated a bull (says Bayle) commanding all females t6 cover 
their necks as high as tne throaty and their arms as low as 
the wrist^ with some '' untransparent stuff/* on pain of ex* 
communication if this edict were not obeyed within six days. 
Such was the fury of his zeal to inforce obediexx»^ that he 
extended this penalty to all fathers^ husbsnds^ masters^ and 
other heads of families^ by whose leave or. coDniyance his 
bull should be evaded. 
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^tigated by the artifices of the Pazes, manifested 
a reluctance to obey the king little short of fe* 
bellion, while the Sapiehas^ on whom his ma- 
jesty had showered riches and honoars which 
tendered tbein powerful in the duchy^ disap^ 
pointed by their languid obedience and tardy 
liiotions the confident which he had reposed 
in their fidelitj'. 

A change so sudden and unaccountable in 
the sentiments of the nation surprised and 
for a short time embarrassed the king ; but he 
was soon led to suspect that some secret enemy 
must have been busy in sowing the seeds of dis- 
affection among his people. This- idea led to 
a scrutiny, which soon developed to his majesty 
the intrigues that were on the point of depriv-- 
ing Austria of that support which he had with 
^uch perfect sincerity promised her; a support 
not le^s essential to thjs future safety of the re* 
public^ than to the immediate preservation of 
the empire- 

The discovery of the secret engines whicfh bad 
been set at work was effected by means of an in« 
tercepted packet of letters : one of these, wj^ 
ten by* the ambassador of France to his court, 
put Sobiedsi in possession of the clue by which 



he sDdn . unravelled the whole tissue of dupU* 
city in which the affair had been involved. 

This letter from the archbishop Forbin con- 
tained a frank avowsll that he had been baffled 
in his attempt to detach the Icing of Poland 
from the interest of Austria. It affirmed that he 
found that monarch equally proof against the 
power of gold and of ambition, since the sedu- 
cing offer on the part of France to procure the 
nomination of prince James as' his successor to 
the throne had failed to draw him into a breach 
of fa:ith towards Leopold. He then proceeded 
^ to state, that the ill success which had attended 
bis endeavours to corrupt his majesty had turn* 
ed his views to the more accessible republic; 
which had folly answered his expectations, and 
given him great reason to admire how active 
an agent the precious metal had proved in the 
recruiting Polish traitors. He asserted that the 
grand treasurer Morstin had been seduced by 
it-tD disclose tohiin all the secrets of the cabi- 
net of Warsaw, and that he had found the grand 
-treasurer of the duchy, and the Lithuanian fa- 
mily of Sapieha, not less easy to secure to the 
interests, of France. The loyalty of Jablo- 
nowsfei, he said, he had undern^jned by dazzling 
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hn senses with a diMant hope of the crown ;: 
While by introducing into the provincial diets 
distrust, contradiction, and defiance, he had put. 
an effectual stop to the raising the supplies ne« 
eesssny to enable bis majesty to take the field,. 
Such was the French ambassador's triumphant 
a^x)unt to his court ef the result of his recent; 
machinations in Poland. 

His letter was accompanied by one from the 
grand treasurer Morstiny which unequivocallr 
proved his entire devotion to France, and the 
tteachery with which be had laid open to her 
Riinisters thesecretsof the Polish cabinet. There 
were also several dispatches written in cyphers,, 
which the King conjectured were the details of 
the plan by which the sudden revolution in tbe 
sentiments of the nation had been efifected; but' 
for want of the key he was unable to ascertain 
tiiis point. 

impatienttoeommunicate to the senate f;hese 
dark proceedings, Sobieski repairted on its first 
sitting to the senate-house, and laid before its 
members his discovery of the conspiracy. Va- 
rious were the expressions depicted on the 
Gountenarices of hia auditors, while listening 
to the details— *p«de and indignatioti. on those 
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of the innocent, shame and ^onfnsion on the 
guilty-^-while glances of inquiry and suspicion 
were exchanged on all sides — till the general at- 
tention becfame concentrated in the king, who, 
with that generous confidence in his friends 
which was a leading feature in his character, 
thus tiddressed the assembly : ' 

"I know not iti what light these intercepted 
letters may appear to you : for myself, credible 
as it is that such characters as Morstin may 
iiave swallowed the bait offered them, I caft 
never believe that the Sapiehas would barter 
their honour tor dross, noi* that Jablonowski 
would pave his way to the throne by betraying 
his country and his king* Far more probable 
does it appear to me, that an ambassador whose 
schemes must b6 effected in the dark, and who 
would shrink from no sacrifice toaequire the 
favour of hit master, should fiatter both his 
sovereign and himself with ideal success ; that 
by one so circumstanced, a doubtful expression, 
a dubious gesture, should be eagerly seized as a 
tacit sign of acquiescence in his plots; and that 
to swell his own importance at his court, he 
should exaggerate the number of those whom 
he bad really found traitors* In regard to ^hat 
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the ambassador has affirmed of me^ no faUe- 
liood can be laid to his charge; he has had the 
temerity to attempt, my hojiour by the offer of 
his gold, and to attack the weakness of the 
father by the promise of securing to my son the 
crown of Poland. In rejecting his treasure I 
found no difficulty*— the silencing the voice of 
nature was not so easy. Yet respect for the 
republic teaches me my duty ; and if another 
Sobieski be destined to ascend tii£ throne, let 
him rise to it by the free election of his country- 
men. Senators, the ambassador of France has 
dared to represent us as^ a people lost to honour 
and to honesty^ Let ub refute his base asper- 
sions by our faithful adherence to our treaty 
with the )empir^-rii treaty which you well know 
was ratified with the approbation of all orders 
of the state. Every principle of policy and pru- 
dcipcer urges w to make common cause against 
the Ottomans at this moment assembled in 
arms for the destruction of Vienna, si ncq, should 
Vienna fall, what is to ensure the safety of 
Warsaw!*' 

Sobieski had no sooner .cea$ed to speak^ than 
a considerable body of the senators, amongst 
the foremost pf whom was Ja^lonowski, de- 
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rminded that instant search ^houtd be made fbtr 
the abettors of Morstin's treachery, the lieute- 
nant-general appearing to be sensibly wounded 
^ by the accusation of double treason against his 
friend und bis sovereign. , 

The kingj^owever, who perceived bitter 
animosity to bfe arising in the senate, and who 
dreaded rtothing so much as that the precious 
moments which should be given to action, were 
about to be spent in 6erce debate ^nd useless 
recrimination, exerted his returning influence 
to persuade them thiat, the discovery of thp 
treason having disarmed the concealed traitors 
of their ability to injure the common cau$e^ it 
were far wjser to leave them to the punishment 
which the constant fear of detection must in-^ 
flict, with the modification 'of witnessing the 
triumph of the league, than to allow the public 
mind to be occupied at so important a crisis 
with the investigation of their guilt. 
* The arguments of the king prevailed; and ^ 
with the exception of the grand tr^surer, whos^ 
crime was too manifest to admit of doubt, it 
was agreed that the affair should be allowed to 
drop. The examiqation into the extent of his 
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guilty and its due punishment, was referred. to 
a general diet; with which resolution the senate 
broke up. 

Morstiuy however^ in the interim took care 
to place himself beyond the jurisdiction of the 
republic^ by effecting his escapeinto France^ to 
which country he had also found means to cpn« 
vey the whole of iiis ill-gotten wealth. 
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CHAPTJER XIL 

1 HE flight of the grand treasurer^ which was 
regarded by the general diet as an unequivocal 
acknowledgement of liis guilty disposed that 
body to acquiesce with a show of alacrity in all 
the wishes of the king. 

The happiest re-union appeared to be esta-* 
blished between V him and the states ; and he 
was empowered to assemble^ regulate^ and re- 
cruit the armies of the republic to the extent 
requisite to fulfil its pledge to the empire. 

After this auspicious change Sobieski thought 
only of repairing the mischief that had arisen 
from delay. He recalled his troops from the 
fcontiers^ which since the peace of Zurawno he 
had stationed there with the paternal view of 
saving the Polish peasantry from, the depreda- 
tions that in time of peace, as idlers^ they were 
accustomed to commit; while^ by supplying 
frouQuhis private purse the deficiencies of the 
public one^ he endeavoured to increase them to 
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l)i6 stipulated number^ wd prepare tfaem to 
take the field. 

Itieopold, who on bis part had obtained a vote 
of credit from the German diet^ employed the 
palatine Esterha^y to levy an army of insurrec* 
tion. Yet such was the dilatoriness with which 
the measure was executed, that on the duke of 
IfOrraioe's appointment to the command of the 
iroperii^l tjroops, he fouhd that they scarcely 
amounted to forty thousand men. ' Inadequate 
^ lis was this force, however, he resolved on open* 
ing the campaign by laying siege to Newhasel, 

Meanwhile the Turks had completed their 
ever slow but ever magnificent preparations 
for war, and assembled with the armies of the 
Tartars, the Walachians, the .Moldavians, and 
the Hungarians — all tributaries of the Porte—- 
iri the plains of Adrianople ; each vassal prince 
beading his own trbops. There Mahomet, 
heated on an elevated throne, commanded bis 
various hosts to pass in review before him. 

Perhaps no spectacle was eier more calcu* 
laled to gratify the selMove of a despot, and to 
inflame himiyith a thirst ioruniversd dbminioay 
than that now presciqted to |he moi^ardh of th« 
Ottomans. 
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Turo hundred thousand men filed off b^oeath 
his throne^ all devoted to obey the mandates of 
his ambition. These regulars were followed by 
numerous volunteers, officers of baggage and 
provision » servants and mechanics of every 
description, the retinued of five sovereign 
princes and of thirty-one bashaws, while three 
hundred pieces of cannon closed the magnifi« 
cent procession. 

The grand vizier, Kara -Mustapba, was the 
last of the train who approached the sultan, by 
whom he was honoured with the highest mark 
of esteem and coiifidence which he could be* 
stow. Mahoniet presented to him bi« imperial 
catescberif, an instrument which invested the 
grand vizier with the same unlimited authority^ 
which the sultan would have himself possessed 
had he^ headed the Ottoman army. 

Mahomet, inflated by the many brilliant 
triumphs of his arms under the command of 
Kiuperli, while he had been himself immerif4 
in the efifeminate pleasures of his seraglb, seems 
to have^ been culpably indifferent as to whether 
or not the successor he had appointed to that 
great man was capable of sustaining the repu» 
tation which, under him, the Ottomans had 
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acquirfid. While the armament, commencing 
its march on the right of the Danube, proceed- 
ed to cross the SavCj the sultan retook his road 
to Constaintinople, amusing himself as he jour* 
aeyed with the diversion of hunting. 

Kara Mustapha, in order (as he expressed 
himselO " to levehthe tree first that the branches 
might more easily fall into their possession,'' re- 
solved on marching directly to Vienna; and his 
approach toward Newhasel with the whole of 
the Turkish force, induced the duke of Lorraine 
to raise the siege of that place, and, after throw- 
lAg a part of bis infantry into Raab and Comora, 
to fall back with the remainder and his cavalry 
9n Vienna. 

That capital was already in a state of the ut- 
^most ponfusion and distress. On the first in- 
telligence of the rapid advance of the enemy, 
Leopold with his whole family and court had 
fled for refuge to Passau; and the pusillanimous 
part of the inhabitants, eager to follow his ex- 
ample^ crowded eveiy avenue 'froip the city 
with trains of carriages, in wliich they had de- 
posited their most valuable effects. Happily, 
many of those firmer citizens who remained be- 
hind 4o brave the approaching foe, were ani- 



mated by nobler feelings. Every effective man, 
whatever his rank or profession^ flew to arms for 
the preservation of the capital^ eager all to share 
hi the severest military duty ; while the duke 
of Lorraine^ after aidrhg count Staremberg the 
governor in repairing the dilapidated fortiflca-^ 
tions, and in placmg the city in a posture of 
defence, reinforced the garrison with eight 
thousand infantry, and retired with his Cavalry 
behind the Danube^ where he encamped on a 
spot fiivourable for watching the motions of the 
enemy and intercepting his communications, 
till by the arrival of the expected succours he 
should be in a condition more efTectually to 
cope with him. 

The 14tb of July, the day following that on 
which the. duke had finished bis arrangements^ 
the Turkish army reached the vast plain before 
Vienna, and in a short time completed the in- 
vestment of- the city, and began its offensive 
operations. 

IJnfortunately for those shut within its walls, 
the ardour with which the king of Poland had 
laboured to put his army in a condition ta 
march to their relief, was so ill seconded by the 
grand general ofLithuania^ that though Vienna 
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vi^as at length reduced to a state of the utmost dU 
stress and danger^ the troops of the duchy wer^ 
still unprepared to join the royal standard. 

Had Sobieski been capable of harbouring the 
l^assion of personal revenge, the humiliating 
concessions to which this delay reduced the 
^ate haughty emperor must have given him 
secret satisfaction, amidst the vexations and dis* 
appointments to which the peryerseness and 
disobedience of Paz once more exposed him. 
While the king was awaiting the ?irrival of the 
Lithuanians, Leopold, under his ow^ hand, ad- 
dressed to him the most humble entreaties that 
he would no longer postpone placing himself at 
the head of the German forces. It was now too 
late^ he remarked, to hope that the Polish army 
could arrive in time for the preservation of the 
capital ; but as the name alone of Spbieski, so 
terrible to the enemy, was sufficient to palsy 
his efforts, be expected every thing from kis 
majesty^ s presience. 

Forcibly as this letter pioved the desperate 
situation of the capital^ the djike of Lorraine's 
dispatches still further confirmed the fac^ that 
if Sobieski would save theetty he had not a day 
to lose in marching to its assistance* 
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fivety resource that valour and patriotism 
could inspire, had been nearly exhausted by • 
the noble Staremberg and his adherents ; but 
famine and disease had at length assailed them^ 
the Turks had possessed tbemselves of the 
prmcipal outworks of the city, and the garrison 
was in hourly expectation of being taken by 
storm* The duke of Lorraine, whose post was 
too advantageous to be quitted till he was join* 
ed by some of the promised succours, had ef^ 
feoted every thing within his power by sendf- 
ing frequent detachments from his little camp, 
who had interrupted the communications of 
the vizier. At the head of one of these partiesi 
the duke of Baden captured an imjnense con- 
voy of provisions and ammunition, which was 
travelling from Hungary for the use of th€ 
<eHemy ; and he had also the. good fortune to 
intercept and put to flight Tekeli^ on his jh-o- 
gress to Presburg ; whither Kara M ustapha had 
dispatched him to secure that important pas- 
sage acros9 the Danube. Still these partial suc- 
cesses had affordefl no alleviation to .the di- 
stresses of the besieged. A^ that the duke of 
Lomine could do for them was to revive if 
jpossible their expiring bopes^ by promises of 
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npeedy relief* His commuDication with the 
city seemed totally cutoff; yet he found among' 
his soldiers a man, whose readiness iii under- 
taking his hazardous mission proved him to 
be not inferior in heroism to Pontius Cominus, 
the emissary of Camillus *. The Austrian soK 
dier, by swimmiiig across several ariiisof the 
Danube and braving every impediment, con- 
veyed to the governor of Vienna the grateful 
promise of speedy del iverance* 

The king of Poland was indeed hastening to 
render him his utmost aid. On receiving the 
last gfoomy intelligence from the empire, he re- 
solved on noionger allowing the Poles to await 
the arrival of the Lithuanians ; but, placing his 
whole disposable force, consisting of twenty 

' * Pontius Cominns, by s^^imming across the Tiber' and 
climbing the most craggy part of the hill ^f the Capitol, 
vrhile Rome was in possession of the Gauls (ye^ of Home 
366), found means to ipform the citi:Qens tha^t their, banished 
general Camillus. was in a condition to set them free, and 
willing to do so provided the Romans would, in the Capitol, 
sanction the enterprise. Cominns kad the good fortune ta . 
return to the general with his appointment to the dicta^r*^ 
ship. The Austrian, less happy, perished by the band of^tbe 
enemy in attempting to re-cross the Danube<-'aad Jiis name, 
found no place iii history. 
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thousand men, under Jablonowski, with orders 
to march with all possible expedition to join 
thi& duke of Lorraine, he departed himself with 
an escort of only two thousand cavalry, and 
ti-aversed " with the rapidity of a Tartar horde'* 
Silesia, Moravia, and that part of Austria which 
lay between him and the German troops. In 
this route, rendered extremely dangerous with 
so slight a guard by the numbers of Turks and 
malcontents who infested those countries, be 
was accompanied by his eldest son prince 
James, who had earnestly besought the king to 
let him share his perils. 

Sobieski directed his march^tb Tuln (a town 
fifteen miles west of Vienna), at which place 
the emperor had engaged that he should find 
the whole German force assembled to receive 
his command. Great were his surprise and 
indignation, therefore, to perceive that these 
promises were so far from realized that the 
bridge was scarcely half constructed ; and ex^ 
cept two battalions of horse.which guarded its 
head, no other troops were collected there to 
receive him than the handful of men under the 
duke of Lorraine. 
This breach of promise on the part of Leopold 
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in a mon^ent roused the impetuosity of So^ 
bieski's temper^ and in his anger he exclaimed, , 
" Does th0 emperor mean to treat me as an 
adventurer? Solicited by him I have left my 
ov^n army, thsit without delay I might take the 
command of his— Forgets he that it is forhim^ 
not myself, I am come to fight ? '' 

But this ebullition of passion was soon allay- 
ed by the judicious interference of the duke of 
Lorraine, for whose noble character the king of 
Poland entertained a high esteem ^ and with his 
native good humour all his pleasantry was not 
long after restored, by an event as agreeable to 
him as it was unexpected. So zealously had 
Jablonowski followed up the directions of his 
master^ that the Polish army, which had been 
left by him at so great a distance, actually ar- 
rived at Tuln before the new levies of the em- 
pire* 

The king, in a high flow of spirits at this cir- 
cumstance^ was surrounded by the German 
princes (who on intelligence of his arrival had 
preceded their troops to compliment him); 
when, as the Poles were pissing in review, Lu^ 
bomirski whispered his master^ that it would 
be for the credit of the republic to cause a 
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shabbily aocoutr^d'baltalion, which was in the 
rear of a fine body of horse, to halt till the ob- 
scurity of night should enable it to escape re- 
mark. But Sobieski, whose affection for eveft 
the meanest of his brave companions in arms 
made him re?olt from showing them an indig- 
nity ,*far from acquiescing in the proposal of his 
officer, fixed general attention oit the battalion, 
and at the same time imparted to it a portion 
of his own happy hilarity, by humorously ex-^ 
claiming, " Pray admire that invincible body: 
it has sworn never to wear other clothes than 
■ what it captures from the enemy. During our 
last war every man was clad in th^ Turkish 
habit." 

It was on the ^ 5th of Septembei: that the 
Polish army reached T^uln, and on the fth they 
w^re joined by those o£ the empire. The army 
thus assembled scarcely amounted , to seventy 
thousand men, a number nearly tripled by th|8 
enemy ; but the king of Poland on this occa- 
sion remarked, that ia weighing the probable 
event of the encounter, they ought rather to 
take into account the grand vizie/s military 
capacity than the magnitude of his army; ^* Is 
there a general amongst you,'^ asked he, *^ who 
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at the head of two hundred thousand men 
would have suffered this bridge to be construct- 
ed within five leagues of your caitipr The nian 
is an absolute driveller." 

Tuin was separated from die plain in which 
the Turks were encamped by a chain of moun- 
tains, oflferiag but two roads to Vienna^ one 
over their summits, the other at their base. 
The passage of the first was attended with dan- 
ger, difficulty, and fatigue ; but as il was consi- 
derably the nearer, Sobjeski, who trembled 
lest the city might yet Yall before he should 
be able to make an effort for its preservation, 
resolved on scaling it. 

In making this election the king erred. Ac- 
customed to see his soldiers surmount obstacles 
greater than those which threatened the present 
march, he did not foresee that a part of the 
^riny would be involved by them in great per- 
plexities. 

The Germans, after repeated but inefi^tual 
^Sbrts to drdg their cannon across the moun- 
tains, were compelled to abandon the attempt 
as hopeless. The Polejj, on the contrary, found 
their exertions crowned with success, and had 
the honour of having conveyed to the field of 
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battle the whole of the artillery which was used 
at the relief of Vienna. 

But while by three days of incessant toil they 
were performing this essential service, the mise- 
ries of the besieged city had reached their acme. 
Many officers of the first rank and merit had 
already fallen in its defence, many more were 
hourly swept off by famine and disease. The 
cannon now but feebly mianned, or dismounted^ 
could no longer return with effect the fire of 
the enemy ; while the progress of the miners^ 
who had already ])enetrated to the foundation 
of the imperial palace, kept the surviving in- 
habitants in hourly dread of perishing by the 
resistless power, of that tremendous engine of 
destruction. The chief support of the citizens, 
the intrepid count Starenaberg, whose last billet 
to the duke of Lorraine had contained only 
these expressive words, '^ No more time to lose, 
my lord, no more time to lose !" was himself 
attacked hy the fatal malady which contributed 
to devastate the capitaK Hope seemed abso-^ 
lutely to have expired, when the king of Po- 
land, reaching the heights of Calemberg, gave 
the renovating signals to the city that succour 
was at hand. 
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While Vienna was obscured from Sobieski's 
sight by the fire and smoke which enveloped 
l)er^ the intermediate space exhibited to him a 
spectacle calculated to fill him with indignant 
surprise. As if in .mockery of the want and 
desolation to which the grand vizier had re- 
duced the late magnificent seat of the western 
empire, the Ottoman camp^spreading its gaudy 
pavilions over the vast amphitheatre beneath 
and the sevieral islands of the Danube, display- 
ed with ostentatious, profusion every luxury 
which art could furnish to gratify the sated 
senses. The scene rather resembled an Asiatic 
pageant than a besieging army. Yet while the 
inquiring eye of the king of Poland, assisted by 
his telescope, took in its magnitude and splen- 
dour, he discerned symptoms of the want of 
that order, energy, and discipline, which could 
^one render it formidable to him. 

Kara Mustapha had indeed given sufficient 
proofs that Mahomet could not have intrusted 
his armament to, less worthy hands. The city 
might have been long before taken by storm, 
had not the avarice of the grand vizier with* 
held him from sharing with his soldiers the 
spoils of the capital^ which he meant wholly to 
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appropriate. The janizaries had penetrated 
into his motive for protracting a siege of which 
they were heartily weary, and disaffection had 
sprung up amongst them ; while the vizier, 
blindly trusting for security to his numbers, 
abandoned himself to dissipation, and neglected 
to perform the necessary duties of his station. 

No sooner had the king of Poland reconnoi* 
tred the enemy, than he declared to his gene- 
rals that they could gain no honour by defeating 
the grand vizier, s6 easy would the task be 
rendered by his manifest ignorance and pre- 
8umption« 



216 



CHAPTER XIII. 

jVIeanwhile those signals from the Christian 
army which were hailed with grateful rapture 
by the besieged, overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment and confusion the chief of the besiegers. 
Scarcely fould Kara Mustapha credit the evi- 
dence of his senses^ which told him that the 
united forces of the empire and Poland were 
approaching to relieve Vienna over mountains 
which he had till then considered as impass- 
able. 

Stunned by this unexpected event, he suffer* 
ed the night to wear away in perplexity and 
irresolution: but at sun-rise the following morn- 
ing (13th of September) he was roused irbni 
his stupor by the information' that the hostile 
army had actually begun its descent from the 
mountains. Immediately quitting his pavilion, 
he hastened with the vassal princes to a spot 
favourable for reconnoitring the strength of the 
enemy; from whence he perceived, with no very 
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pleading fe^flings^ the firm and orderly move- 
ments of the allies, wha marching in close 
ranks^ and preceded by their cannon^ stopped at 
intervals to fire on the advanced parties of the 
Tartars, and to reload their artillery. 

The grand vizier at this sight impatiently 
issued orders for the immediate storming of 
Vienna by his janizaries, while the remainder 
of the army should march to oppose the advance 
of the Christians. But scarcely had he spoken^ 
when a discovery of thekhanof the Tartarsstruck 
a universal panic into his troops. Pointing to 
the banderols, just then discernible, which were 
streaming from the lances of the Polish guards^ 
that chief exclaimed^ " By Allah, the king is at 
their head!" 

This was a stroke for which the Ottomans 
werie wholly unprepared. It brought back in- 
stantly to their memory in all their original 
terrors the defeats of Choczim — of Leopol — of 
that before Trembula, whfere *the numbers of 
Sobieski had been stiH more disproportioned 
than the present ; and from that moment they 
anticipated as inevitable a repetition of those 
scenes of dire disgrace. 
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It was how tpo late for Kara Mustapba, who 
bitterly repented his late inactivity, to endea* 
VQur at rekindling in his troops the ardour 
which his own misconduct had damped^ or to 
infuse into them hopes of victory in which he 
could not himself indulge. Instead of perceiving 
that his long-wished-for command to storm the 
city had rekindled in the janizaries the fire 
which had been suffered to consume itself in 
ideness and discontent, he had the mortifica- 
tion to discover that they prepaced to ©bey him 
with undisguised reluctance, suUenness, and 
contempt. 

An assault made under the influence of such 
feelings, against a garrison roused to the height 
of enthusiasm by the near prospect of deliver* 
ance, was happily no longer fraught with the 
same imminent danger to Vienna as must have 
attended its earlier attempt ; since the besieged, 
fovgetful of hunger ai^i disease, rallied round 
their posts, and«re{iblsed every effort of the as- 
sailants writh the most admitable constancy. 

In the mean time the king of Poland, ably 
rapported by the German princes, compelled 
the Ottomans, who attempted to dispute his 
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descent into the plain, to retire with precipitsu 
tion towards their camp, on the border of which 
they drew up in line of battle. Sobieski halted 
for a short time to restore the Christian army 
to the order which had been deranged by the 
late contest, and then led it forward to a general 
attack of the grand vizier ; who, as a last re- 
source to renovate the courage of 'his mu^sul- 
men, erected beside a red pavilion in their cen- 
tre the standard of Mahomet, usually esteemed 
by them a sacred pledge of victory. 
An awful pause succeeded to the momentwhich 
placed the hostile armies face to face. It was 
broken by Sobieski's commanding the Polish 
cavalry to charge; when, as if animated by one 
spirit — and that the spirit of their king~tbey 
rushed towards the sacred standard which 
marked the vizier's station — pierced the lines 
of the enemy — and with irresistible impetuosity 
penetrated to the squadrons which encircled 
the Turkish chief. 

While their further advance was for awhile 
desperately opposed by the spahis, who on that 
memorable day were the only Ottoman troops 
who fought bravely, the German princes made 
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a fine attack on the right whig of the enemy, 
Jablonowski one of equal skill on the left, and 
the duke of Lorraine fell on the centre with his 
wonted firmness and ability; the king of , Po- 
land, who had planned, directing and animating 
the whole. 

The Ottoman army, dispirited, and without 
confidence in its commander, very feebly sus- 
tained the shock of this onset; while the spahis, 
seeing themselves unsupported by the janiza- 
ries, or the tributary powers who had been so 
Qhiformly defeated when opposed to the king 
of Poland that they seemed to have lost the 
capability of coi)tending with him — found that 
their utmost efforts in favour of Kara Mq^sta- 
pha could no further avail, than to allow him. 
time to secure his personal safety by a disgrace* 
ful flight. 

With the grand vizier disappeared the stan- 
dard of Mahomet; and intelligence of his deser* 
tion spreading rapidly from wing to wing of the 
Turkish army, irretrievable anarchy succeeded. 
Each -individual of that vast multitude, now 
being actuated solely by the wish of self>preser- 
vation, thought only of escape ; so that the rout 
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Ijecame general ; and Vienna was tlai&, in the 
space of a few hours^ rescued from the merciless 
grasp of the Turks*. 

The extreme darkness of the night, which 
had by this time closed in, induced the king of 
Poland^ in opposition to tBe wishes of the duke 
of Lorraine, to forbid all pursuit of the enemy 
beyond the field of combat ; or any attempt to 
enter the deserted camp of the Ottomans before 

morning, on pain of death. 

- - - - ■- - I . - ■ - r • ^ ^ 

* According to Bayle, the relief of Vienna was not more 
disastrous to the Turks,> than to an attempt of Monsieur 
Jurieu to establish the reputation of Drabicius^ one of Co- 
menius*8 three prophets. That sage personage had left be- 
hind him a prediction^ purporting the ruin of the house of 
Austria, the capture of Vienna, Rome, &c. by the Turks, 
and the accession of the king of France to the imperial 
throne. This work, which had been for years contemned 
and forgotten, was revived by Monsieur Jurieu when the 
Turks invaded the empire in ] 683 *, and he was on the point 
of reprinting it, enriched with his own learned arguments in 
support of the prophet, when* news arrived afParis of the 
defeat of the Ottomans. On this composition Bayle re- 
marks, " Hid Vienna fallen, it would have been more 
talked of than the grand vizier; but Jurieu^s performance 
came to nothing with regard to the memory of Dabricius, 
by the raising of the siege -, — the mighty So|}ieski destroying, 
at the distance of two or three hundred leagues^ a book just 
going to the press." . 
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This unpopular command was neither the 
offspring of improper timidity, nor an* over- 
weaning fondness for exercising supreme power, 
but resulted from wisdom and experience. The 
uncommon obscurity of the night, which had 
saved a considerable portion of the enemy from 
slaughter, and which- rendered pursuit highly 
hazardous to the victors, would have favoured 
an enterprise against which Sobieski thought 
it necessary to be prepared. He well remem- 
bered the imminent danger to which the Poles 
had exposed themselves, when fortune had de- 
cidedly declared in their favour, by a premature 
eagerness to share in the spoils at Choczim j 
and now perceived that, by yielding to the 
present impatience of the army to take posses- 
sion of the treasures left in the fugitives' camp, 
he should expose it to the risk of a still greater 
danger. Well versed in all the wiles of the 
enemy he had routed, he felt the necessity of 
guarding against his stealing back, under cover 
of the darkness, to rush on the Christians while 
they might be intent on plundering his aban- 
doned pavilions; since,if taken unprepared, they 
might even in the moment of exultation fall an 
easy prey to their lurking and vindictive foe. 
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Firm in his determination to trust nothing 
to chance, when vigilance could with certainty 
preserve the signal advantag'es he had gained^ 
-the king of Poland was equally regardless of 
murmurs or remonstrances ; and strictly en- 
forced obedience to his command, that the 
whole of the Christian army should remain 
under arms on the field of battle during the 
reniainder of the night. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

£iARLV on the following morning the king of 
Poland gave the signal for the Christian army 
to take possession'of the Ottoman camp; a per- 
mission which was eagerly seized by the sol- 
diery, who rushed forward impatient to remu- 
nerate themselves for their past privations, by 
dividing the rich spoils of the enerpy. 

On entering the deserted pavilions of the 
mussulmen, however, they were for awhile 
checked by a spectacle which chilled with hor- 
ror even the hardiest of those veterans who had 
just quitted the sanguinary field of combat. All 
the Turkish women,. many of them young and 
beautiful, who had accompanied their husbands 
in this fatal expedition, lay murdered in their 
tents by the hands of those very dastafds who, 
though equally bound by honour and humanity 
to have protected them, preferred this savage 
alternative to the incumbering their flight with 
these unhappy victims, or leaving them to the 
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disposal of their conquerors. This scene (rf 
slaughter was rendered stiil more afiecting by 
numbers of little deserted creatures, whose 
lives tbeir ferocious fathers had spared ; many of 
whom, too young to be conscious of their for- 
lorn condition^ were seeking that nourishment i 
from their inanimate mothers which death had 
deprived them of the power to afford. More 
than five hundred of th^e helpless innocents 
were collected with great tenderness, and placed 
under the care of the bishop of Newstadt ; who 
benevolently undertook to see them properly 
protected, and educated in the Christian faith. 

The treasures which had been abandoned 
by the Ottomans were found to be immense, 
and were duly apportioned according to the se- 
veral claims of the victors. All the cannon 
which Mahomet had transported into the em- 
pire with the presumptuous design of her per- 
petual subjection, was'justly decreed to remain 
with her, as a future protection against similar 
attempts. So valuable was the share allotted to 
the king of Poland, that he was induced with 
his accustomed pleasantry to write to the queen 
that the grand vizier had left him his residuary 
legatee ; and that on his return to her he w^as in 
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no danger of ineeling with the reception of a 
Tartar husband when he carries bade no booty 
to his wife*. 

On the morning subsequent to the battle 
count Staremberg, the governor of Vienna, 
went to pay his respects to Sobieski; and to 
invitd him, in the name 6f the grateful tnba- 
faitants, to visit the city which he had rescued 
from such an extremity of wretchedness* 

The king of Poland willingly consented ; arid 
surely no triumph was ever more calculated to 
touch the heart tlian that which crowned his 
entrance into the German capital ! a triumph 
gratifying to the piride £Snd ambition of his 
noble mind^ but still more so Wall the kindlier 
feelings of his benevolent heart. 

Such was the excesls of gratitude which ani- 
mated the citizens, that they pressed round him 
with an enthusiasm which long impeded bi« 
progress, eager to kiss the feet, touch the gar- 
ment, and behold the countenance, of him 
whom they unanimously hailed as their deli- 
verer, their father, the best and greatest of 
princes. 

* The Tartar women tell their husbaods they are no men^ 
if they return frr ir their military expeditions without spoils.. 
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Sobieski shed teairs as he contemplated these 
genuine effusions of gratitude in creatures 
whose pale and emaciated faces too plainly de* 
jnoQstrated the extreme of pinching misery 
from which he had rescued them ; and he de<- 
clared to his friends near him, that neither glory 
nor dominion was capable of affording him a 
joy comparable to that which he experienced in 
the consciousness of Iiaving been iit^trumenta) 
in restoring to happiness this late suffering 
people. 

At length the king was permitted to proceed 
to the metropolitan church, in' which he pious«> 
ly offered up thanks to the Omtiipotent, who 
had in the hour of battle strengthened the arm^ 
of the Christians and confounded their enemies^ 
After the performance of this sacred dutj- he 
consented to indulge the citisens, who were still 
anxious to be near him^ by dining in public. 
In the evening he returned to the camp, fol- 
lowed by the same rapturous acclamations 
which had greeted his entrance into Vienna. 

The warmth with which the inhabitants of 
the capital testified their gratitude to the king 
of Poland seems first to have roused the empe- 
rQr to, a sense of the ignominy attending his 
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having wholly abandoned to another, those 
exertions for* the preservation of the empire 
which honour and duty alike called on him to 
have at least assisted to perform. It would be ir- 
rational to expect that a monarch, who had been 
thus negligent of his own glory, could possess 

, the magnanimity requisite to enable him to 
meet with due gratitude a rival whose services 
to Germatiy rendered still more conspicuous 
by comjparison his own disgrace. - Leopold, dis- 
satisfied with himself and disgusted with the 
crowd of flatterers who had advised and shared 

•hi^ flight, set out on his return to his capital in 
a state of feelings far from enviable. 

As he proceeded, melancholy instances of th« 
havoc and desolation which the enemy had 
scattered on all sides increased his discomfiture: 
but when he drew near the city, and heard the 
dischai^es of artillery in honour of the king of 
Poland, his irritation reached its climax; and 
bitterly reproaching the counsellors of his 
flight, he refused to proceed, that he might 
spare himself the humiliation of witnessing in 
his own capital the triumph of another. 

Thus feeling, it is not surprising tjiat be 
should gladly have seized on the frivolous pre- 



text afforded him by some doubts started by his 
courtiers, as to the proper formalities of his in- 
terview with the king of Poland, to postpone 
that event. The point was discussed with con", 
siderable warmth before the duke of Lorraine, 
who was asked in what manner he thought an 
emperor ought to receive an ^ elected king ? 
'^ With open arms," replied the generous 
prince, " if, like Sobieski,. he has saved the 
empire." ... - ^ 

. Leopold, however, • tliought otherwise^ and 
refused to abate the smallest article of: the pre- 
scribed ceremonials, in case the meeting should 
be required to take place in the imperial palace^ 
The king of Poland, disgusted at the flini^jr veil 
with which the empewr endeavoured to hide 
his secret jealousy, desired that the interview 
might pass in the open plain, as a measure 
which would remove all difficulties. * ' 
. At the appointed time Sobieski, mounted on 
a noble charger and accoutred in the armour he 
had worn at the relief of Vienna, approached 
the emperor. The air of majesty which al- 
ways distinguished him was on this occasion 
heightened by his sense of Leopold's ingrati* 
taide ; and it is probable the mean attempt of 
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that monarch to diminish the splendour of hii 
glory in the people's ejes, by refusing him the 
honours due to an. hereditary king, prompted 
him to bear on his arm that day a shield^ on 
which were represented all the great actions of 
his life; — thus tacitly contrasting the validity 
of claims to consideration, which were founded 
on real merit, with those which rested solely on 
adventitious circumstances* 

The conference was short, and far from satis- 
factory. Sobieski made light of the recent 
services he had rendered a prince who acknow-* 
ledged them with a constraint and reluctance 
which gave pain to all his real friends, biHt par^^ 
ticularly to the duke of Lorraine. The king of 
Poland presented his son prince James to the 
emperor, as a young soldier whom he was eda4 
eating for the service of Christendom ; but he 
did not condescend to inform him that the 
prince had been the companion of his own dan- 
gerous and rapid march through the hostile 
countries he had traversed, in his impatience 
to comply with his imperial majesty's enjt 
treaties that he would hasten to save the em* 
pire from the Turks. 

Sobieski preserved throughout this interview 
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all his dignity ; and checking one of the pala- 
tines who seemed inclined to descend from hiSx' 
he put a .period to a scene disagreeable to aU 
parties by voluntarily retiring*. 

After the departure of the king of Poland, it 
appears that Leopold repented the coldnes^ 
with which he had treated on^ to whom he wa^ 
to greatly abliged, since on the second day subr 
sequent to the meeting he caused excuses tq 
be conveyed to him, in which he imputed hif 
seemingly ungracious conduct solely -to tha 
amotion which on that occasion agitated him*^ 
This apology was accompanied by a splencii^ 
sword, destined to prince James as a mark of 
his imperial regard. 

The candour of Sobieski disposed him to rer 
ceive with indulgence this concession of th^ 
emperor, while his generosity and keen sense 
of honour taught him to make due allowance 
for the very painful situation in which Leopold 
roust have felt himself placed on returning to 
the capital which he h^d so ignobly deserted. 



* '* Not Jbeing yet familiar with German manners," ob- 
serves prince Eugene in his Memoirs, <^ I was much amused 
at the einperor*s haoghty interview with the king of Poland*** 
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On carefully considering the talents exhi- 
bited by Sobieski in the relief of Vienna — an 
action which from its extensive importance is 
the most celebrated of his life — it becomes ob- 
vious that that achievement afforded less field 
for the exertion of his genius, than almost any 
other of his glorious career, since the great su- 
periority of the enemy's numbers was rendered 
unavailing by the imbecility and cowardice of 
their commander. The most striking honour 
reflected on the king of Poland, as a warrior, 
on that memorablje occasion, was the involun^ 
tary homage paid him by the terror which his 
name alone excited throughout the hosts of the 
Ottomans — a terror which prepared tUem to 
become an easier conquest to an army whose 
inferiority in numerical strength was compen- 
sated by the discipline and order of the soldiers, 
and the zeal and ability of their officers. It 
was the great reputRt\oti previously acquired by 
the king of Poland, therefore, rather than any 
call for extraordinary talents in the hour of 
combat, which principally rendered his assum- 
ing the command of the Christians so pro- 
pitious to their cause ; since, while it confounded 
the invaders^ it diffused th^t confidence of suC'^ 



233 

.cess among the allies which usually insures it; 
and silenced some very dangerous contentions 
which had at first arisen among the German 
princes, each of whom advanced pretensions to 
the honour of filling the important office of 
commander in chief. 

: The king of Poland's acceptance of that post 
could alone have restored the harmbny which 
these various candidates had disturbed at a mo- 
ment so critical to the empire ; every prince 
wilUngly yielding that palm which they refused 
to one another, to a hero whose claims to pre- 
ference no. one ventured to dispute. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The oblivion of the past, which had been 
wrought in the magnanimous breast of Sobieski 
by the emperor's apology, had by no means 
extended to his troops. They, on th€ contrary, 
still glowed with resentment at the ill requital 
they had seen their revered sovereign receive 
for the essential benefits he had conferred on 
Leopold ; and they unanimously besought him, 
by returning immediately to Poland, to leave 
his imperial majesty for the future to his own 
resources. 

Such a measure, however, neither suited the 
policy, the patriotism, nor the love of glory 
which animated the heart of Sobieski. The so 
humbling the Ottoman power as to prevent her 
from ever again aspiring to render Poland her 
vassal, was a consummation which could alone 
fully appease the indignant feelings with which 
he recollected the degradation to which the 
republic had been on the point of submitting. 
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when his victory of Choczim re-established her 
independence. The immense armament lately 
sent forth by Mahomet for the destruction of 
the empire had been broken, routed, and di- 
spersed, but not annihilated; and Sobieski 
thought that to leave the fragments to re-unite 
against his deserted allies, was in effect to frus- 
trate his own wishes, and render ineffectual 
what he had already accomplished agaii|R the 
most dangerous enemy of his/country. He re* 
solved, therefore, to remain firm to his engage* 
tnents. 

Yet such was the dissatisfaction created ev^ 
in the German princes by the haughtiness of 
the emperor, that it was not till five days sub- 
sequent to the relief of Vienna that the neces- 
sary arrangements could be made for putting 
the army in motion to pursue the retreating 
enemy. 

The king of Poland's first step was to lead it 
across the northern bank of the Danube, for 
the purpose of wresting Fort Barcan from a 
body of Turks which had taken post there. It 
seems probable that the ardour with which he 
began the onset was not heartily shared by his 
soldiers, but that they still secretly disreltshed 
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the idea of fighting what they considered the 
battles of the emperor. However this ra^-y be, 
Sobieski pushed cfn his cavalry to the attack^ 
with an impetuosity which involved him in an 
ambuscade of the enemV) at which critical junc- 
ture the greater part of the Poles suddenly took 
to flight. This unexpected desertion would 
have proved fatal to that great man^ but for the 
bravery and presence of mind of hjs guards, and 
the timely succour of the duke of Lorraine. 

On the following morning the king of Po- 
land had the satisfaction of retaliating on the 
foe by the most signal defeat. Fort Barcan was 
taken by storm, many thousand Turks were put 
to the sword, and many more perished in sft- 
tempting to escape across the Danube; whil§ 
, the allies repassing the river invested Gran, a 
place which had been seventy years in posses^* 
sion of th6 infidels^ and after a short siege com* 
pelled the garrison to surrender at discretion. 

These successes were rapidly followed by the 
recovery of those towns which in the first panic 
of invasion had submitted to the Ottomans; 
and the small reoinant of their late powerful 
army, thus forcibly expelled from Hungary, 
fied for refuge to Belgrade. 
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After delivering up to the duke of Lorrsfine 
all these conquests, in trust for the emperor, 
Sobieski thought himself entitled to mediate 
with that monarch in behalf of Tekeli, to whom 
duHng his early misfortunes he had afforded a, 
shelter in Poland. But Leopold not only re- 
fused to listen to his appeal^ but treated it as a 
measure which covered some sinister views of 
his own. These" suspicions filled the king with 
so much just indignation, that he resolved 
thenceforth to iconfine his exertions solely to 
the Turks, leaving to the forces of the emperor 
the task ofsubduing the insurgents. He accord- 
ingly took leave of the imperial army, greatly 
to the satisfaction of his own ; the German 
princes, who were equally dissatisfied with Leo^ 
pold, at the same time withdrawing their troops,^ 
and returning to their several principalities. 

This campaign proved no less glorious to So- 
bieski than it was destructive to Kara Mus* 
tapha. The sultan retributed the disgrace and 
misfortunes in which that comma.nder had in- 
volved the army of the Porte, by sending him 
the fatal bow-string *. 

* It appears from baron de Pollnitz^ that although Sobieski 
drove Kara Mustapha from before Vienna, he did not pre- 



After quitting the Germans, the king of Po- 
land had a very long ma^ch through a country 
foil of difficulties to conduct an army^ before 
he reached the Carpathian mountains, which 
separate Hungary from Poland ; so that be \fas 

vent brm from tiltimately entering that capital ; which hap<« 
pened from tbefollowing remarkable circumstances: On the 
taking of Belgrade by the imperialists some years after that 
▼izier's execution > the Austrian soldiers opened his tomb, 
fully expecting to discover treasure in it. To their disap- 
pointment, however, they found nothing but the cdrpse en- 
veloped in a garment, on which were inscribed some Arabic 
characters, and a K6ran. The governor remembered that 
Kara Mus|apha> when besieging Raab, had declared that if 
he took the place he would send the head of its bishop 
count Leopold de CoUonitz to the sultan^ as a punishment 
for his having encouraged the garrison to so vigorous jsl 
resistance. That prelate had since become a cardinal 3 and 
It occurred to the governor, that the body of the grand visier 
as well as his head could not fail to be a welcome present to 
him. He accordingly caused Kara Mustapha*s remains, 
with the Koran, to be inclosed in a shrine of crystal orna*? 
mented with silver, and forwarded them to his eminence at 
Vienna, who not regarding them as proper relics for his 
chapel presented them to the arsenal— '' where," says the 
baron de Pollnitz, '' I both saw and handled the mussulman, 
and I longed also to pluck a^ew ban's from his mustachios : 
but the guardian of this precious treasure watched my hands 
too closely." 
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unavoidably exposed to all the severities of win* 
ter on those inclement heights. 

It was not till the latter end of Deeember 
that he arrived on the territories of the repub- 
lic^ near the frontiers of which he found the 
grand generaji of the Lithuanians and his army, 
which had been assembled in July for the 
relief of Vienna. Paz, with his incorrigible 
contumacy, had contrived to raise so many im- 
pediments .to its being.put m a condition to folf- 
low the kingy that it had only begun its march 
when the Poles, after having gloriously attained 
the object of the campaign, were actually re- , 
turned crowned with victory to their country. 

This was the last proof of enmity which that 
turbulent general had ever an opportunity of 
giving the king of Poland. He died very soon 
after; though, it is probable, not before he had 
repented that his spirit of disobedience had de- 
prived him of participating in the honour, a» 
well as riches, which the Poles shared after 
their defeat of the grand vizier. 

Sobieski, no doubt, well remembered the 
mean attempts of Louis XIV., through the in- 
trigues of his ambassador, to prevent him from 
succouring the empire, when, after having ex- 
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pelkd the Turks from Christendom^ he wrote 
a letter of ^congratulation to that monarchy on 
an event which he remarked must be peculiarly 
gratifying to his majesty, " as the eldest son of 
the Church.'* At the same time he compli- 
mented Innocent by sending him the standard 
(supposed to be that of Mahomet) which had 
been found near Kara Mustapha's pavilion,— a 
trophy which his holiness deposited with great 
satisfaction in the chapel of Loretto. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

J. HE king of. Poland, after sending his army 
mto printer quarters, repaired to Cracow, where 
the queen and his Children were awaiting his 
return. - ' 

The lively interest her fnajesty took in his 
auccesses was peculiarly gratifying to Sobieski, 
the stability of whose afl^etion had survived the 
many pVoofs she had given him of her selfish* 
ness^ spirit of intrigue, and duplicity. Still re« 
taining much of her early beauty *, and all that 
fascination of manner which had first won his 
partiality, she continued to preserve her empire 
over a heart whose oandour and love of domes- 

* The queen of Poland was in her thirty-third year when 
Dn South was introduced to h^^ tiotwithstanding which (he 
says) she scarcely appeared more than twenty. Dr. Connor 
affirms^ diat although her majesty was fifty-four when he at- 
tended Sobieski in quality of physician, a short tiitie before 
that prince's death, he should not have supposed her to have 
been above forty. ^ ' "* 

R 
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lie peace rendered him but too easy a dupe ta 
her artifice. 

The queen liad borne him four children, the 
princes' James> Alexander, and Gonstantine, 
and the princess Theresa, to all of whom So- 
bieski was tenderly attached. Already begin- 
ning to feel with severity the injury his con- 
stitution had sustained by a life of anxiety, 
danger, and privation, he enjoyed with peculiar 
pleasure a short interval of repose, after his late 
toilsome march, in the bosom of his family. 

It was during this pause from labour that 
the king received the Congratulations of all th« 
Christian potentates on his late splendid suc- 
cesses, while the ambassadors from Muscovy 
and Venice vyere charged by their respective 
governments to solicit the alliance of a prince, 
with whose reputation they were desirous of 
associating themselves by joining the Christian 
League. 

Poland had never before seen either of her 
moriarchs s^ generally honoured by other nak 
tions ; and such was the ardour roused in many 
of the young noblesse of France by Sobieski^s 
fame, that several of them eloped from th6 
court of Louis XIV. to seek glory under hi$ 
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banners ;' displeasing as they must havfe kn6^ti 
such a proceeding could not fail to prove to 
their own sovereign. Among these enthusiastic 
young men of rank was the marquis de Souvre^ 
second son of the minister Louvois. 

Meanwhile the several orders bf the state in 
Poland, participating in the general exultation, 
were earnest that the king should immediately 
undertake the exploit which they had with so 
much pertinacity not long bfefore withheld from 
bii[n the means of accomplishing, the recovery 
ofKaminieck. 

At that time it had been an object of easy at- 
tainment: at the present epoch it. was far other- 
wise; since such had been the alarm excited at 
Constantinople by the late disasters of the 
Porte, that all 'means had been taken to se- 
cure from all a.ttacks of the Poles, a citadel 
which was now considered by the Ottomans as 
a barrier necessary to. protect them against the 
victorious Sobieski, so greatly were they hum- 
.bled since they had seized otl it with the de- 
sign to subjugate Poland. Kaminieck had 
consequently been placed in the best state of 
defence, arid was garrisoned with ten thousand 
chQsen troops. - 
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. Th^ king, who had replaced the.Iate gran^ 
general of Lithuania by the eldest brother of 
the four Sapiehas, and put his army in a condi*- 
tidn to take the field, resolved on opening the 
campaign of 1 684 by the recovery of Jaslowic^, 
the second fortress in point of importance ia* 
Podolia. 

' Yielding to the wishes of the queen:, who had 
been complimented on the glory of his majesty 
till she bad persuaded herself she had caught 
a portion of his own heroic s^pirit, he consented 
that she should accompany hi m, with the whole 
court, into Podolia^ and whness the bombard- 
ment of Jaslowicz. It appears, however^ that 
the specime** of war afK>rded her by the carry- 
ing that fortress sufficed lier majesty for that 
time ; as on the surrender of the place she took 
leave of the army and repaired to Le6jpol> wber<^ 
she resolved on Waijrng the return of the king. 
Sobieski found^ l;ie proceeded that the 
-whole of Podoliaij^^at once fertile province, 
had become under the iron reign of thcTufl^^ 
a gloomy desert.. Every town and village had 
been either burnt or razed to tbe ground^ and 
• the late h^ppy inhabitants had been transported 
into uncultivated regioxjis beyond the Danube^: 
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*— tXK>UTnfal proofs of the fatal consequences 
which bad attended the loss of Kaminieck i 

Fully apprized of the strength which had 
now been given to that citadel^ and anxious if 
possible to spare the efTusioji of Polish blood, . 
which must attend its recovery by force, So-i 
bieski determined on throwing^a bridge across 
%h^ Niester^ and by entering Moldavia to ciit 
off the supplies of the garrison, till he starved 
it into surrendering. 

Scarcely had he begun the construction of a 
bridge, however, when this plan was defeated 
hy the sudden appearance on the other side of 
the. river, of immense swarms of Turks and Tat^ 
tars, und^r the command of the bashaw Soli-' 
man. This crafty commander,^who well kneW 
his ppint of strength, shunned with address 
every effort of the Poles to bring him to action^ 
while through the medium oiF his Tartars he 
annoyed them incessantly. Inured to every 
apecietof dailger, and early exercised in th(j 
most daring feats :of horsemanship, those desul^ 
lory warriors perpetually swam their horses across 
tl^e Niester ; sometimes to destroy the foraging 
ps^rties of the king, sometimes to pillage bis 
camp,-*«*but taking to flight and recrossing the 
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river, on Jperceiving any danger of their being 
forced into a regular engagement. 

Sobieski, sensible that to recover Kaminieck 
before he had first compelled Soliman to give 
him battle was impracticable, employed, himself 
in erecting a fortress opposite to that citadel on 
the river Smotrick, which river, after nearly 
encompassing the base of Kaminieck, pour^ its 
waters into the Niester. The utility of this 
fortress was to enable the Poles for the future 
to dispute the passage of all succour sent to 
the garrison. This' proceeding, as the king 
was prepared to find, excited the jealousy 
of Soliman, and at length drew him. across 
the Niester ; but on the approach of Sobieski 
he retired with precipitation under the can- 
non of Kaminieck^ leaving the Poles from'that 
time to the uninterrupted completion of their 
work. 

In six weeks it was accomplished, named by 
the king Fort Trinity, and so eflfectually de- 
fendec} and garrisoned, as to be render^ed during 
the remainder of the time Kaminieck continued 
with the Turks, the means of extreme annoy- 
ance to that citadel. 

In order to avoid still further diminishing the 
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strength of his army, Sobieski fell back with it 
on Leopol, before the soldiers had begun to suf- 
fer seriously from the approach of winter in the 
uncultivated province of Podolia. Declining 
to visit his capital that year, he continued with 
his troops an the frontiers for the purpose of 
gijiarding Poland the more effectually from the 
inroads of the Tartisirs, well satisfied to secure 
the repose of his subjects at the expense of his 
own. 

During this period of comparative inaction^ 
the king of Poland formed a new plan for openr 
ing the campaign of l6S5, the ultimate object 
of which was the recovery of Kaminieck; but 
a violent and dangerous illness which seized 
him as he was on the point of putting his army 
in motion, compelled him to intrust its com* 
mand to the crown general Jablonowski. The 
principal design of the campaign was not ob- 
tained, for the Turks at its termination still re- 
gained masters of Kaminieck. 

Wiiile offering from a debility which for 
some time hung heavily on the king after his 
recovery, he sought amusement in exercising 
fais t^ste for the fine arts, by building an 
Italian paiace on ^, beautiful site bordering the 
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ple^tire in decorating with classic elegbtice;and[ 
with a view at the same time to inure himself 
by degrees to bear once more the fetigue of 
arms^ he dai^y exercised himself in hunting. 
But nothing could restore to the king of Poland 
that vigour of constitution which bad formerly 
' seemed to render him invincible. He had now 
sten pass over him fifty-six years/ a constdera* 
ble portion of which had been spent in the 
fieverest toil; and he had of late been often sub« 
ject to great sufferingB from the consequences 
of a wound he had received in his head in a 
battle, so early as the seeond revolt of the Cos- 
aacks, during the first epoch of the reign of 
Cas'tmin 

But these considerations .had not power to 
dispose him to swerve from the promise he had 
solemnly pledged to the League, that he would 
tieVer make a separate peace with the Otto- 
mans ;.|:hough Mahomet at this period endea- 
voured to tempt him to it by the alluring bait 
of offering to restore Kaminieck to the republic^ 
'and to pay her besides a considerable sum of 
money as a' reimbur^ment for the share of her 
expenses in. the War, 
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jifghly adrantageous to Poland^ adiBttting that 
the Rspublic^in spite of her solemn pledge to the 
€ont|fary^ should not scruple to abatidon those 
powers by whose co-operatiou she wag indebted 
for now finding herself placed in so high a sta« ^ 
•tion as to see the once dreaded Ottoman power 
sue for peace at her hands. 

Sobieski spurned the idea of granting it separ 
rately, as base and dishonourable, lie knew 
that^ however feebly the war might be carried 
on by the Poles, they must of necessity create a 
considerable diversion in favour of the duke of 
'Lorraine, wiio had recently defeated the new ' 
grand vizier Ibrahim before Strigonia^and taki^n 
NQwhasel by storm. / ' 

The several orders of the "republic of Poland 
did not accord With the king in his opinion of 
the propriety of rejecling the offers of Maho- 
met. They were^too anxious to secure a peace 
at any rate, which would onc6 more see them 
.n[)asters of Kaminieck, to enter into .Sobieski's 
views of the subject ; — forgetful that he, who 
by his single genius had broken the treaty of 
Boudchaz and restored Poland to her indepen« 
deoce*-— whose thoughts had been since inc£s- 



250 

santly beat upon fixing her freedom pn adara* 
ble basis — whose line of policy (in spite of the 
jealousy. which had often fettered his actions^ 
and the treachery which, had crept into his 
councils J had at length surmounted every ob- 
stacle to the great end he had in view^was 
best entitled, as well as qualified, to decide on 
a question not less important to himself than 
to Poland. 

Notwithstanding the disapprobation of the 
republic^ the reiterated intrigues of France, and 
the repeated overtures of the Porte, the king 
persevered in refusing to acquiesce in a separate 
peace ; and continued during the next five years 
to keep up a constant diversion in favour of the 
common cause, sometimes in' Moldavia and 
Walacbia, sometimes in Podolia ; thus com- 
pelling the Ottomans ,to maintain a large army 
to prevent his permanent occupation of those 
places. 

During this period, the internal discontents 
getaerated at Constantinople by a long' series of 
misfortunes, arose to such a height as to occa- 
sion the deposition of Mahomet. IV. and the 
elevation of his brother Soliman to the throne. 
This revolution, however^ produced no change 
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in the policy of the League^ though the new 
sultan repeatedly and earnestly sued for peace. 
Although these campaigns on the part of 
Poland ultimately tended to secure a glorious 
peace for hei^self as well as Christendom^ they 
could not add to the high reputation which 
had already been established by the king of 
Poland. 
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±HB intervals .designed ibr rest between these 
labours were unhappily not seasons of repose to 
Sobieski^ whose declining years were too gene- 
rally imbittered by the turbulence of the diets 
and the mischievous cabals of the queen. 

The year l6S9 had been rendered peculiarly 
gloomy to him by a disaster which no human 
prudence could oppose^ no foresight avert. The 
winds of Asia suddenly brought with them 
clouds of locusts, which landing in Poland con* 
snmed in ^heir destructive march the corn, the 
grass, the fruits, the leaves and even the bark 
of trees, with a voracity which threatened an 
universal famine. The accomplishment of this 
last dreadful calamity was, however, providen* 
tially averted by the timely setting in of the 
frost, w^ich destroyed these desolating insects^ 
leaving their remains to repay the soil in ma*- 
nure for the plunder of its produce. 

After the year l6gi the king of Poland never 
retimed the command of the army; his in- 
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creasing infirmities totally mcapacitating^fiim 
for performing the arduous duties attached to 
It. Sensible as he was of the advantages at^ 
tending an experienced veteran^ like himself^ 
uniting the kingly authority with that of gene^ 
ral in chiefs it must hkve cost him much to jrei- 
sign to another the post which he had ao long 
filled with glory to himself and advantage to 
Poland. But wholly unable to bear the fatigue 
of renaaining long on horseback^ even in some 
faint attempts be made to follow the chase h^ 
was soon compelled tcTget into a carriage, where,^ 
he said, he felt himself less a man than usual. 
. At such a period to have seen harmony reign 
in his family, if not among the dififerent orders 
of the states, would have afforded some allevia^ 
tion to the sufferings of Sbbieski: but It was 
not hi& fortune to see it r^ign in either. 

Such was the queen's unhappy propensity 
todisturb his quiet, that she contrived to im^ 
plant a rooted animosity between the two eldest 
princ(^s, by inspiring in Alexander the hopes of 
succeeding the king on the throne of Poland, 
and kindling the fiercest jealousy in the bosom 
of James, by encouraging him in the suspicion 
that his father wished to advance the interest 



254 

of his brother witli the Poles to his future pre-^ 
judice. 

When all the services whi6h Sobieski had 
rendered the republic^ and the extraordinary 
care with which he educated his sons, are con- 
sidered^ it appears far from improbable that he- 
might have indulged the secret hope that Po<^ 
land would one day testify her gratitude to his 
memory, by rendering the crown hereditary in' 
his family ; while his experience of the disor- 
ders inseparable from her present random mode 
of disposing of it, must have convinced him 
that it would be a measure as beneficial to her- 
self as honourable to his house. 

Admitting that such thoughts had actually 
occupied the king of Poland, nothing could be 
more absurd than the supposition that he me*, 
ditated the setting up a younger son to the pre- 
judice of his first-born, who vi^as not only ari 
accomplished prince, but had displayed during 
the German campaign, as well as the Polish 
ones which had succeeded it, a spirit of gal-^ 
lantry, which, while it ingratiated him with 
the army, was regarded by bis father as a happy 
presage of future distinctiour Such a scheme 
must have obviously tended to the exclusion of 
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both princes, by dividing the Sobieski interest 
with the repubhc. But the fact was, the queen^ 
who never failed to involve her own mischievous 
designs in a maze of art, took this absurd 
method to cover some intrigues she was carry- 
ing on with a view to pave the way for raising ' 
her favourite Alexander ta the royal dignity'on 
the demise of the king; thus weakly acting 
the part which the most implacable enemy of her 
children might havechosen^as the best adapted 
to bar every one of them from the throne. 

The king of Poland's heart was pierced at 
witnessing the growing spirit of contention 
which was perpetually blazing forth between 
these rival, brothers, anticipating from it the 
certain ruin of his family. Yet neither these do- 
mestic afflictions nor his increasing illness pre« 
vented him from continuing to fill the throne 
in the senate, though he was seldom able to 
remain^ there till the rising of that assembly* 

To' complete the measure of his trtals, neither 
gratitude for his past services nor sympathy 
for his present sufferings procured him, from 
that turbulent body, the respect and considera- 
tion which they had presumed to deny him 
even in his brighter days. Tlie milder virtues 
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of fm cBaraeter wer^ never more eonspicuoiJii^ 
than on some of these occasions^ when the de- . 
caying hero bore the injurious language of in- 
temperance with a patience, and replied with a 
niagnanlmity, which proved that, if his corporeal 
energies were gone^ he still preserved aU his 
mentat dignity. 

Soon after the king of Poland had retired 
from the command of the army, the emperor 
proposed to him a match for prince James, to 
which he listened with considerable satisfaction/ 
The ladylnamed by Leopold was the daughter 
of the elector palatine, by a union with which 
princess the hoiase of Sobieski would become 
allied to all tb« crowns in Europe *. 

A marriage so much calculated to fix Poland 
more fivmly than ever in the interests of the 
Christian League was highly displeasing to 
Louis XIV. ; and the marquis de Bethune, who 
under the pretence of visiting the queen' in 
quality of her brot^er-in-l»w was then at War- 
saw, put in practice numberless devices to break 
off the treaty. 

* The princess Hedwige— ^four of whose sisters bad been 
sererajly given in marriage to the emperor, the king of 
Spaini the king of Portugal^ and the duke of Parma, . 
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Althdiigh they ultimately proved ineffectual^ 

his interference roused so much resentment at 

the court of Vienna, that a clause was ii^tro* 

, duced into the marriage articles stipulating that 

the marquis should immediately quit Poland. 

Every difficulty having been at length re* 
moved, the princess, habited in the Hunga^ 
rian dress, was escorted as far asOlenisc by he^ 
brother prince Charles of Newburgh ; where> 
after assuming the Polish costume, she was 
presented to prince James, who was at the same 
time invested with the order of the goldeii 
fleece. The nuptial procession then set out 
for Warsaw, at some distance from which city 
it was n\et by the cardinal primate and the se-» 
veral great officers of the crown. 

The satisfaction which had thus far feigned 
over. the bridal ceremonials was interrupted by 
a little incident which, by touching a very dis-> 
^cordant string in the breast of prince James^ 
disturbed the harmony of his feelings> The 
'grand marshal, either from inattention to pre-* 
scribed formalities, or from a desire of doing 
honour to the bridegroom on this occasion, on 
first joining and preceding the prince bore his 
staiF erect : but being called to order by the 
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pritnate^ and remirfded that such an honour 
was due only to the king, he lowered th&en* 
sign or his office. ^ This circumstance^ which 
prbbably recalled to prince James a sarcasm 
which had fallen from the marquis de Bethune, . 
in allusion to his not possessing those personal 
advantages which distinguished his brothers, 
gave him infinite pain. — " He carries a bill of 
exclusion from the throne in his face/' observed 
that nobleman in so unguarded a manner that 
the saying soon became public, and was pretty 
generally echoed*. 

The incident of lowering the marshal's staff,, 
joined to the continuance of the marquis in Po- 
land in spite of the express stipulation, to the 
contrary, threw an air of gloom and discontent 
over the wedding festivities ; vvhilede Bethune 
busily employed himself in addressing memo- 
rials to the principal members of the republic, 

* Dr. Connor, who was well acquainted with prince 
James, thus describes him : " This prince isblack, has a 
thin and meagre look, and is more like a Frenchman or a 
Spaniard than a Pole. He i& v^ry sociable, courteous "and . 
liberal." Of Alexander the doctor remarks : " He is a tall 
proper youqg man, of a true Polish complexion." Constan- 
tine is said to have bcien an exact likeness of the king his 
lather. . 



calcQtated to draw their interest from the 
League^ and to disgust them with the marriage 
,of prince James. 

These proceedings were at length carried tb 
such extremes^ that a challenge was given and 
accepted between the marqiiis and the , count 
de Thun, the Austrian ambassador ; nor could 
any thing short of the personal interference of 
the king of Poland prevent these exasperated 
noblemen from measuring swords. 

Louis XIV. soon after spared the marquis 
the mortification of beinfg compelled to quit 
Poland, by appointing him his ambassador at 
the court of Sweden in which country he, not 
many months after died. 

The nuptials of prince James were followed 
by proposals to the king of Poland, from the 
elector of Bavaria, for his only daughter the 
princess Theresa in marriage; which meeting 
his approbation, the union sooii after took 
place*. 

- - - - J 

* Dr. Connor thuis describes this princess, and details the 
particulars attending her marriage \rith the elector of Ba* 
varia : " She is now about twenty-three, and though not a 
conjplete* beauty, yet is a very comely lady, of a middle 
size ) and though she has not the life and vivacity nor the 

9-2 
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This event afforded Sobieski the last gleam 
of pleasure which broke through the increasing 
gloom of his departing life. 

atr and wit of the queen her mother, yet has she a great 
deal of sense, modesty, and all the accomplishments be- 
/coming her birth. She is well versed in the French, Italian; 
Latin and Polish languages. Though she seems in her car- 
riage and discourse to be humble, obliging, and of an easy 
aflTable temper, yet^he is herself high-spirited and imperious* 
She was married in my time to his highness the present 
elector of Bavaria j who twice sent thither baron Zell, and 
afterwards Iparon Stmeoni his envoy extraordinary, to ne- 
gotiate and conclude the tnarriage : for the duke of Bavaria 
having had but one son by his deceased duchess, the em- 
peror's daughter by the infanta of Spain, younger sister to 
the late queen of ^France 5 and this young prince being de- 
signed to be king of Spain -, if the present king should die 
without issue, as is likely to be, the Bavarians were afraid 
fheir country should be reduced into a province, and there- 
fore desired the elector tp niarry a second time, to have 
more children that might reign over them in case the eldest 
son should be called to Spain. The king and queen of Po-^ 
land agreed to the match, and gave 500^000 rix-dollars . for 
her portion, besides jewels and other expenses in her journey, 
and the third part of her nK>tber*s personal estate when she 
idiesy vfhich is reckoned 500,000 more. The ntarriage oe- 
.jremony was performed in the month of August at Warsaw, 
in the year 16^4, with great splendour and magmficence. 
Most persons of quality, and their ladies and children, caoeie 
to this solemnity from ^ parts of the kingdom % for tb«r& 



861 

A temporary calar which had followed the 
departure of the mar^qois de Bethune was 
»not x)f long duration. The perhicious effects - 

iiad'not been a princess of Poland married for 150 years be- 
fore. The ladies were very richly dressed, and 1 saw at that 
tinne more jewels in that court than in any other that ever I 
was at. The gentletnen and ladies^ after the usual custom 
of Poland, gave presents to the young princess ; some fine 
pieces of plate, some watches set with diamonds, some 
precious jewels, every one making to her a compliment in a 
very formal manner-. It was thought the presents amounted 
to the value of 100,0(00 rix-doUars. The hospodar of Mol- 
idavi^ent her a pair of pendants of great value. Upon the 
day of marriage, prince James took upon him, by the king 
and tbefelector of Bavaria's consent, the quality of ambassador 
£oT that day. He went three miles out of town in the mom* 
ing, and about two o'clock in the afternoon made a solemn . 
entry on horseback, having his brothers prince Alexander on ^ 
bis right hand and prince Constantino on his left, preceded 
by a great number of coaches with six horses, and a noble 
<»valcade of the Polish gentry, who went two and two. 
Thus he marched through the city^ where he was received 
by the king and queen 5 and after half an hotir the great of- 
£cers of the crown, the palatines and other senators, with 
an incredible number of gentry, began to march from the 
palace on foot two and two, upon scarlet cloth spread along, 
to St. John's church. After them prince James led the bride i 
the French ambassador, monsieur de Polignac, led the ^ 
queen 5 and the king came last alone with a grave majestic 
countenance. The ceremony of the marriage was p^formed 
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of his intrigues with the Polish nobles were, 
still felt in their murmurs and complaints; 
while the marriage of prince James^ by which 

by cardinal Radziowski^ tbe present prinoate. Afterwards 
they returned to the palace^ where they were nobly enter- 
tained four days together with feasts^ balls, fire-works, and 
$m Italian opera made upon this occasion by the secretary of 
fthe pope's nuncio* After the ceremony was over, a splendid 
equipage was prepared for tbe princess's journey from War- 
saw to Brussels. The bishop of Ploskow was named am* 
bassador, and the lady of the palatine of Wilna was ap^ 
pointed ambassadress : M. 2^1uski,- the bishop's brother, 
3nd his lady were also named, besides abundance of gentle** 
men and forty of the king's lif^-guards, to atteufl Iter elec* 
tor^l highness. The ambas^adqr represented to their ma- 
jesties, that in such a long journey of near 1000 miles and 
frosty weather, it was necessary to send a physician with 
the princess for fear of any accide)it or disteoxper j and they 
did me the honour to name me physician to wait upon tbe 
princess in her journey, which I was very ready to comply 
with.'* — The retinue of the new eleclress, the doctor informs 
ps, consisted of 200 person s^ and she was every where re- 
ceived by the palatines of tbe provinces through which she 
passed with great respect and splendour. In that of Posnania 
she remained two days, and received from the city and its 
chiefs handsome presents and gay entertainments. . In die 
electorate of Erapdcnburgh officers came forth to compli* 
pei^ther and conduct ber to Berlin, within two miles of 
V hich the elector and electress, splendidly attended, wait- 
^(i for her in their coach, and conveyed her to tbe capits^ 
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the king had hoped his family would have been 
rendered less unhappy, in reality introduced 
into it new sorrows and disquiet. 

■. , _ , ... .. H ^ .-i f . .^i II* ■— «■ 

amidst the roar of catmbn, ringing of bells^ kc. At night 
£re works were exhibited which displayed the names of the 
king and queen of Poland. On the princess's arrival afWwel 
on the Rhine she was met by the elector of Bavaria. " I 
happened to be in the room (continues the doctor) when ho 
came in alont by way of the back stairs and saluted the 
princess with all the tender expressions of joy and affection j 
and after having spent half an hour with her in compliments, 
he turned to the ambassador and to the rest, and thanked us 
all for the trouble and fatigue of so long a journey. The 
next morning there was a rich Hungarian suit of clothed, 
given from the king of Poland, to wear that day 3 it ^as a 
long coat of crimsod velvet, the button-holes set with clasps 
of massy. gol4,' and a waistcoat of clofh of gold set with 
diamond buttons, and a girdle of fine Turkey leather wrought 
with gold, with massy gold clasps likewise set with jewels^ 
a scimitar with the handle richl/ adorned with diamonds and 
rubies, and an emerald ring of great value, with a rich 
ZibeUn muff. In the afternoon we all passed the river, and 
die next day the baggage followed. All the coaches and the 
king's guards and most of the retinue returned back to Po- 
land 3 for by the articles of marriage nobody was to stay 
with the princess except tw6 pages, two womenj and a fe- 
male dwarf. The elector's guards and coaches were on the 
other side the river to receive her. We arrived at Brussels 
(the elector was then governor of the Lo^ Countries) the 
I2th of January.'*— Tlie doctor adds, '' I never saw.a gen^ 
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The princess of Poland, who posgeseed a 
due share pf spirit, , could not brook certain 
airs of haughtiness on the part of the queen* 
towards her, and the prinde ivarmly espoused 
the cause of his bride ; so that scenes of alter* 
cation were perpetually occurring, which soon 
established an inveterate dislike between the 
parties. 

Jn this posture of affairs an act of usurpation 
in the grand general of JJthuanijt, and of in- 
temperate zeal on that of the bishop of Wilna, 
pushed to the utmost point the accumulated 
distresses of, the king. Sapieba assumed the 
right of quartering his army on the privileged 
lands of the nobles and clergy ; an act which 
highly exasperated the Jatter, particularly the 
bishop of Wilna ; who declining to seek redrejw 
of the tliet, after thrice admonishing the de-r 
Hnquent without effect, pronounced sentence 
of exc<imraunication against hini and his adhe- 
rents — " separating thepa from the society of 

feeler cpurt, better pr^er^ more formalities, more variety of 
(dresses, nor the punctilios bf honopr and CQurtesy more 
strictly observed. There were great rejoicings aU the first 
iveek until the" court received t|ie ^nwcl$x)^lp news pf th^ 
(l^ih pf our q^een Mary." 



Christians^ and delivering them up to the power 
of Satan and eternal fire.** 

This sweeping anathema^ which compre- 
hended within its scope all the officers of th^ 
Lithuanian army and every one acting und^ 
their orders^ not only occasioned an universal 
feeling of indignation throughout the duchy^ 
but excited the warmest resentment in the ge« 
tierals of Poland, who all espoused the cause of 
Sapieha against the bishop, as that of an in- 
jured brother. 

The king, who had at first expressed strong 
displeasure at the lawless proceeding of the 
grand general of Lithuania, and had summoned 
him to answer for his conduct to the republie^ 
soon found it necessary to turn his attention 
equally towards the exasperated bishop, to 
whom he addressed a mild but earnest expos* 
^ulation, pointing out to him the destruction 
he was. drawing on his country by inflaming 
the passions of her childi:en/ and pstigating 
them to turn against each other those energies 
which ought to be united to oppose her external 
enemies. He reminded the prelate that a love 
of peace, and^a disposition to forgive injuries, 
were pot only the highest glory of the sacred 
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profession he filled^ but that t bey were duties 
particularly enjoined by that sublime pattern 
of excellence, whose divine doctrine i^ became 
him to inculcate by example as well as precept. 

These arguments, however, were so far from 
influencing the bishop of Wjlna, that he caV- 
ried his spirit of vengeance still further, by ex- 
tending his sentence of excommunication to 
all secular clergy throughout the kingdom, 
who should refuse tp publish his original ana- 
thema (20), 

The primate of Poland,, equally with the 
king deprepating^his intemperance,. as a reme- 
dy for the growing evils took on himself the 
privilege of annulling that prelate's sentence of 
excommunication ; while on the other hand 
Santa Croce, the pope's legate in Poland, under 
-pretence that his holiness was alone competent 
to decide a case pf so much intricacy, annulled 
in his turn the sentence of the primate. 

Such became the distracted state of Poland 
when the strong arm and powerful mind of 
Sobieski, yielding to the irrevocable laws of 
nature, was daily sinking beneath the accu- 
mulated afflictions of bodily and mental suf- 
ferings. . ' 
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Those who were not absolutely dead to every 
sense of gratitude and feeling were affected to 
see the dying king making zealous though 
fruitless efforts to restore unanimity among his 
subjects— to hear him remind them of all he 
had doi^p for Poland — of his labours and his 
victories — of the flattering prospect which his 
line of policy and the successes of their allies 
presented them^ that ^n-early and an honour- 
able peace would reward the temporary sacri- 
fices they had made for its attain ment--^and 
pathetically exhort them not to allow the great 
object of his life, that of teaching the Ottonmn 
power thoroughly to respect their indepen"- 
dence, to he frustrated by civil broils^ which 
must disunite the republic and prepare her to 
become an easy prey to some external enemy. 

As the only m»a«« i«^'^ ^^ •^•r ♦^^^ ^^^miiest 
which threatened speedy ruin to Poland, the 
case of the grand general of Lithuania and the 
bishop of Wilna was at length submitted to the 
pope. 

That potentate, desirous above all things to 
prevent these unhappy disagreements froui be* 
coming seriously injurious to the cause of th« 
allies, took a middle course between the enraged 
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parties^ 1by suspending the sentence of excom* 
'munrcation for the space of one year^ without 
absolutely annulling it. 

This expedient stopped the progressof the 
evils, but could not remedy them. Though the 
Tartars, after this decision of the sovereign pon- 
tiff, were no longer allowed to make incursions 
into Poland with impunity by the armies of the 
republic, (who had been some time before too 
warmly engaged in taking part with the several 
disputants to attend to the duties of their pro- 
fessions,) the same heart-burnings and animo* 
sities existed between the partisans of Sapieha 
and of the sbishop ; the same turbulence and 
spirit of contradiction prevailed in the senate 
and diets. 

The king, in ijje few intervals of ease he now 
—.—j-cTTT^rrfcca, sci\^ attninct hrm Toothing but a Va- 
riety of ills — his. kingdom distracted by fac- 
tions — his family divided — his two eldest sons 
busy in forming separate parties; each in hope 
of securing for himself the crown, which his 
ill4istrious father, after having worn it with so 
much honour, was on the point gf resigning 
without regret— the queen madly using every 
endeavour to iiicrease the interest of her 
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younger son to the prejudice of her eldest. ^ 

In this hopeless state of afiairs, Sobteski too cer« 
tainly perceived the approaching destruction of 
the republic, and the overthrow of his hous^« 

Amidst these severe trials his wounded spirit, 
next to the consolations of religion^ sought to 
lose its too keen sense of his misfortunes in the 
conversation of men of letters*. Sometimes 
when too ill to take a part in their discourse he 

* Dr. Connor mentions that the king one day drew him 
in to tak6 a part in one of these conversations. Father Vota, 
a learned and ingenious Jesuit^ (a great favourite of Sobieskt^) 
and the bishops of Posnania, Ploscow, and Wilna, bore 
principal parts in it. 

His majesty, addressing Dr. Connor, requested that he 
would inform him in what part of the mortal frame he supn 
posed the soul to reside ? 

The doctor, desirous of evading the question, repliedj^ 
that his profession had led him to confine his inquiries chiefly 
to the body ; leaving to divines the study of the soul. 

Sobieski rejoined, that since the piassions of the mind of^ 
ten distemper the human frame, he conceived that the soul 
as Well as the body formed an essential branch of the phy- 
sician's study. 

Thus challenged, the doctor declared it to be his opinion 
that the soul was seated in the brgin ; an opinion which was 
warmly combated aa heretical by father Vota, who con- 
tended that^he immortal spirit pervaded every part of man* 
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vrould listen to them with a depth of attenttott 
and evident satisfaction^ which showed that the 
early taste he had imbihed for literature and 
science, a taste which he had cultivated even 
in the midst of war and tumult, h^d survived 
in his breast every other earthly pleasure. 

The. companions who best appretiated the 
mind of the king, and who unremittingly de* 
: — ^ 1 

His majesty remained an attentive auditor of the debate^' 
which^ from the bishops taking different sides in it^ lasted se- 
veral hours. At length, in consequence of Dr. Connor's 
comparing the soul to a pilot, who cannot guide the vessel 
till the wind has first put it in motion 5 and maintaining that 
neither could the soul controal the body till the breath of 
life had first given it action — the king broke silence to ask 
him, what then he considered to be properly death ? 

Dr. Connoi* replied, that he conceived death to be occa- 
sion^ by some defect of the organs ; which losing their 
due dispositbn and mutual Correspondence, all action ceased 3 
when the soul, finding them incapable of receiving its in- 
fluence and obeying its commands, . quitted the body. Ac- 
cording to his ideas, therefore, the separation of the soul 
from the body was not properly the cause of death 5 but the 
death of the body was the cause of the soul separating frcfm it. 

The king, without either dissenting from his opinion or 
agreeing to it, gave the doctor a flattering proof that he had 
seized the point of his argument by thus illustrating it — 
'^ as an oi-ganist, when his instrument ^is broken or out of 
tune, ceases to play on it." ' 
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voted themselves to soothe his last hours, were 
the abbe de Pplignac (Louis the Fourteenth's 
new ambassador) and father Vota; with the 
former of whom his majesty sometimes recalled 
with interest the events of his early residence in 
France, and the reflections to which his obser- 
vations on the Gallic character had then given 
birth. He said the gallantry, politeness, and 
gaiety of ike noblesse had excited his warm ad- 
miration ; yet their versatility, and toleration, of 
vice, provided that vice bore no stamp of the 
ridiculous, had struck him as highly censurable. 
Glowing too with all the fervour of enthusiastic 
patriotism himself, he confessed that he had 
remarked with pain, in the French, a want of' 
that deep interest in the fortunes of their coun- 
try, which allowed them to laugh and trifle 
while France was torn with civil broils ; — thus 
proving how deeply rooted, even at that early 
period, were the principles of viYtye and pa- 
triotism, which had been with so much care 
implanted ^in his hejtrt by his father, and che- 
rished by his noble mother. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Gradually but visibly sinking under a conoH 
plication df bodily and mental sufferings, thet 
king of Poland lingered till the spring of 1696^ 
when he caused himself to be conveyed to his 
palace of Villanow^ in the hope tl^at the fine 
ail" of those gardens would enable him to re- 
spire with less difficulty. 
, It was here that the queen prevailed on the 
bishop of Ploskow to undertake the delicate 
commission of disposing his majesty to make 
his will; a measure to which he was utterly 
averse, from the conviction that to satisfy* his 
femily was impossible, and that the republic 
would insult his memory ^by disputing his tes»- 
tamentary dispositions. 

The prelate, therefore, conceiving that too 
much precaution could not be used in entering 
dn so ungrateful a subject, took a very wide cir- 
cuit before he ventured to <Jraw iiear the point 
he had in view', which he at length approached 



by informitig the king that he was about to-set 
out for his diocese, for the purpose of issuing 
orders that public prayers might be put up for 
bis majesty's recovery. 

"The prayers would be more gratifying to 
me, were they offered 'Up without orders,'* re- 
plied Sobieski. ** Be advised^ therefore, au^ re* 
main where you are a little longer : you will 
have sufficient leisure to grow weary of your 
retreat at Ploczkow.'* 

*' Weary I can never be, sire," answered the 
bishop, "since, when I have discharged my 
pastoral duties, I find inexhaustible pleasure in 
conversing with St. Ambrose, St. Chrysostom, 
Isocrates, and Plato, Yet reflecting lately/* 
pursued the prelate, now winding round to his 
point, " that all these great men" are dead, t 
bethought myself of making my own will." 

"Your will!" echoed the king, smiling, an3 
repeating from Juvenal, ' O medicij mediam 
pertundite venam/--^^^ he fancies the living can- 
not settle their affairs without the consent of 
the dead." 

Though this unexpected sally somewhat dis- 
concerted the bishop, he resolved on prose- 
cuting his design, and proceeded to urge his 
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majesty ta foltoiv his exampte in regukfiiifg hbf 
temporal afiairs by testament, insisting on^ it's 
importance (o the interest of his family and the 
tranquillity of the republic.^ 

This expostulation restored all the gravity of 
Sobieski, and he sorrowfully called on him to 
point out what evils he could possibly avert by 
9uch a measure. ■* Do you not perceive/* pur- 
sued ihe king, "that integrity is banished Po- 
land-— that a spirit of madness has seized the 
nation — and can I flatter myself that my last 
will jcan restore her to saqity? Sovereignly 
must be weak indeed, who, having experienced 
the misery of seeing theooselveis disobeyed while 
living, can hope their will should be respected 
after death. Of what avail have been the testa- 
Oientary regulations of the kings my predec^t 
sors? Yet you would . persuade me to make a 
will ! Let me hear no more pf it.'* 
^ T^iis.was spoken in a tone of decision which 
preveiited any one from presuming' to renew' 
the sub^t. 

On the 17th of June the king appeared, 
somewhat renovated, and after walking in the 
gardens of Villanow he was able to take his> 
place at table with his family. But this ap- 
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parent amendment was of short duration : not 
long after dinner he fell suddenly from his 
chair in a fit of apoplexy, and remained some 
time inanimate. The means used for iiis ma-^ 
jesty's recovery restored him for a shor^t time to 
consciousness; when looking round him with 
in ^Ipression of regret at finding himself roused 
from the sleep of death, he exclaimed in bis 
favourite language '* Sta bene.*^ 

The short time that Sobieski survived the 
recovery of his s^ses he spent in recommend- 
ing unanimity to bis children ; in supplicating 
the queen to have no interest in viiew but theirs, 
if she woi;|ld preserve the crown in ber family ; 
and in exhorting the seTiatdrs who were present 
to preserve mutual concord for the love of the 
ripablic^ whose welfare be declared . would be 
the object of his wishes, even in the presence 
of the great Source of all pbwer before Yi^hom 
he should so soon appear. 

These last and fervent proofs of his affection 
to his family and to Poland closed the Kfe of 
Sobieski ; he expired the same evening in the 
sixtyi^sixth year of his age> and the twenty- 
second of his reign. 

Born in a private station, it was to his virtues 
T 2 , 



and his talents that he owed bis elevation to the 
royal dignity — a dangerous elevation, vrhicb, 
as he early predicted, must^ from the constitu- 
tional jealousy of the republic, convert those 
who as equals had been his friends, into enemies 
when inferiors, ** . 

The Poles accused Sobieski; ai a king^ of 
avarice, because, knowing the true value of 
wealth, he never lavished it on the worthless; 
but after as well as before he as<?ended the 
throne, he unsparingly employed the fruits of 
his wisececonomyin administering to the want^ 
of his country. Often as he was undeservedly 
insulted by his turbulent subjectsj^ not a ^inglie 
act could be adduced by them to prove that he 
ever exercised the supreme authority to pm):ish 
his personalinjuries. His forbearance towaeda 
Paz ID instances of the most trying arrogance^ 
and bis declining to avail himself of the dispo- 
sition of the diet, to punish the audacity of that 
general: by depriving him of his military 
power, are proofs of magnanimity to be equal- 
led in rareness^ only by that steady kindness t& 
bis friends which was never-diminished by the 
knowledge that he no longer wanted their ser- 
vices. The warmth of Sobieski^s feelings made 
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him prompt ta take fire ; yet the candoui* of his 
generous nature rendered him equally ready 
to soothe the pain which his impetuosity 
sometimes inflicted. His religious ze&L was 
fervent^ yet so truly tempered by the mild spirit 
of Christianity, that, durirtg that epoch of Ro- 
man catholic intolerance, no one who lived 
unider the protection of his government was ever 
persecuted on account of his peculiar tenets.-^ 
** Sobi^ski possessed a fine figure ; he was tall 
and graceful ; the nobility and elevation of his 
soul were depicted in his countenance, his fea- 
tures^ and his air/' 

In the diet and the camp the power of bis 
eloquence was equally felt and acknowledged. 
It triumphed in annulling the treaty of Boud- 
chaz^ and in. engaging Paz in the battle of 
Choczim. At the head of armies his happy 
eonfidence and intrepidity animated and sup*' 
portedins troops; while the quickness of , hi« 
glance taught him to seize and profit by the 
teaist advantage given him by the enemy; quali- 
ties which ena^ed him to accomplish with equal 
glory t^ himMtf and to his country the daring' 
enterprises in which he engaged her. He told 
the diet during his last illness, that ^^ being but 
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inan he was liable to err:*' and certainly bis. 
weak indulgence towsards the queen was an er- 
ror of no inconsiderable magnitude. From this 
sprang* roost of the misforlunes which clouded 
his last years ; and the ill use she made of it 
gave birth to his .melancholy presentiment of 
the ruin of his house. . In contemplating a 
character like that of Sobieski, it is impossible 
not to regard as one of his prominent misfor- 
tunes^ that of not living to witness the dearest 
object of his patriotic exertions consummated 

in the glorious peace of Curlowitz*. 

■ : --7-^ 

* In 1699 plenipotentiaries were assembled at Carlowit2 

from all the allied powers, and a general peace ooder the 
mediations of England and Holland was concluded^ wbicb 
restored Kaminjeck with the prov ioces of Fodolia and tbe 
sovereignty of the Cossacks to Poland. These sacrifices, 
which the Porte was compelled to make on this occasion to 
the several Christian states, cdst her nearly halt her European 
possessions ; from which dimioution of 8tvength» she, who 
bad at the beginning of the war threatened uoivenal sobju* 
gation, ceased to.be formidable to Christendom. It is ob- 
vious that a premature peace on the part of Poland must have 
given a less favourable issue to the war ; since the contider- 
able diversions she dccaiipned tbrongboot the oontes^ c«i- 
tributed greatly to aid the acoomfdishnifliit of iiis olgect 
which Sobieski had steadily kept, in view^^i-tbst of effect 
tually humbling the Ottoman artogaQce and contracting her 
power. .' ' 
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No soMer ,wd^ the slight check reaio^^, 
/yvhicU some remains of involuiitary .respect lor 
tfie talents and services of the departed herQ 
had imposed on the queen and on Poland, than 
all discretion and propriety were set at ciefiance 
by both. The natural result of these proceed- 
ings was the exclusion of all' his sons from the 
throne^ to make way for a Saxon prince whose 
profligacy had rendered his youth notorious. 

**The great number of Poles," .writes a mo^ 
dern Poh*, Vwho sold to Frederic Augustus 
the sceptre of Sobieski, opened their hearts 
with avidity to the baits of corruption, as du- 
ring the election they debased their souls and 
seared their conscience^ with the venality of 
slaves^ As soon as the new king was placed on 
the throne, still surrounded with the laurels and 
trophies of the heroic deliverer of Vienna, vain 
pomp and a depravation of manners entered 
with him under the robfs of the Piasts and the 
Jagellons. Nothing was seen at the court of 
Frederic Augustus but the effrontery of mis- 
tresses,^a scandalous prodigality, and^ what was 

* Id bis letter to Fiokerton^ published in tbsit author's 
Travels in Franpfe, 
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•till more shameful^ bFiatal excesses oF*wine. In 
a short time the Polish grandees who sOir- 
sounded this luxurious sovereign became like 
the companions of Ulysses duri ng their residence 
in the island of Calypso, and fatally forgot that 
they hadonce been the comrades of the Sar* 
matian Achilles. — John Sobieski^ the best in- 
formed^ the most eloquent and the most valiant 
among the Poles of his time, closes the* seven- 
teenth century, and the glory of his country, 
as welt with regard to literature ^ to military 
spirit:.'' 



APPENDIX. 



REMARKS ON POLAND. 



Note (1), Page 1. 

^TJROSTY. — ^A government, the lands attached to 
which were originally part of the royal demesnes, t>Ut 
panted to certain nobles for the purpose of enabling^ 
them to defray the expenses of military expeditions, the 
king appointing to all vacancies. No individual could 
possess more than twp considerable starosties. 

Note (2), Page <l. 

Marshal of the diet, — ^The duties of this ofBcer were • 
in several respects similar to that of the speaker of our 
house of commons ; and it was not till the moment of 
his entering on his functions that the diet received its 
power to act. A marshal was chosen on the convoking 
pf every new diet, and the extensive rights and privi* 
leges with which he was invested rendered th^ con- 
test for this office one of singular violence. It was of 
the upmost consequence to^ thetx>urt and senate secretly 
to secure the appointment of one who was a friend to 
peaee, tlie public, and the crown, fcnr the support of 
whose iaterests ebqu^ce and policy were absolutely 
^epeoaary. 
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Note (3) Page g. 
Castdlan of Cracow. — ^rhis office^ which conferrett 
the title of highness^ empowered its possessor to take 
precedNlce of the palatines, to head the nobility at the 
MSeinbling of the Pospolite^ and to fill the second place 
in the «enalse;Yor, at the primate was head of the eccle- 
siastics^ the castellan of Cracow was first lay-senatoi:. 

Note (4), Page 7. 

Stephen Batim. — Prince of Transylvania, who after 
the abdicaticm of Henry of Valois had been elected 
king oT Poland. The intrepidity and prowess of this 
fuince made him feared by his enemies, while the wis- 
dom and temperance of his goveniment acquired him 
the. love of his subjects. He used to maintain that God 
had reserved three things tp himself, — '^ to make some- 
Ihmg out of nothing, to foreknow events to come, and 
to direct men's consciences.'' The government of this 
prince was consistent with these principles. To him 
the Poles were indebted for the establishment of courts 
of justice, for augmenting and disciplining the army, 
and for still more strengthening the republic by gain- 
ing the idSfection ef the Cossacks, tribes inhabiting the 
islands of the Borysthenes, where they subsisted solely 
by plunder and piracy, tiU Battori by a series of firiendly 
services attached' them to the interests of his crown. 
He then formed from them a military corps consisting 
of forty thousand me% which he estiiilished in Lower 
Podolia and Volhihia^ to keep the Muscovites .and Tar^ 
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tars in check; and aftenvaids incorporated them wjth 
the colonies which he settled in the Ukraine. By these 
mdans he secured the frontiers of his kingdom and 
doubled its military strength, while he cultivated a bar- 
ren spot which soon became the most fertile iQ hi» 
dominions. Doctor South foimd in an ancient maim- 
script in the Clergy's Library at Dantzie the following 
eulogy on this prince : 

In templo plusquam sacerdos. 
..In republica plusquam rex* 
• In sententia dicenda plusquam senator. 
In judicio plusquam jjirisconsultus. 
In exercitu plusquam imperator. 
In acie plusquam miles. 
In adversis perferendis injuriisq^ condonandis plusquam vir. 
In publica libertate tuenda plusquam ciyis. 
In amicitia colenda plu&quam amicus. 
In convictu plusquam familiaris. 
In venatione ferisq; domandis plusquam leo. 
In t9ta reliqua vita plusquam philosopbus. 



Translation hf J. B. Esq. 

In performing the duties of the temple 

• More than priest. 

Id transacting the business of the republic 

More than king. . 

In cthmcil more than ^nator. . 

iik judgement more than jurist; 
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At the hcftd of an 9imf moie Uian ooouofMnder. 

In the field of battle more tban 9oldier« 

In the endurance of adversity and forgiven^ of injuries 

More than man. 

In the defence of public liberty 

More tban citizen. 
In the cultivation of friendship 

More than friend. 

In the intercourse of private fife * 

More than the most ingrafiating companion^ 

In field sports and subduing wild beasts 

More than lion. 

In all the other concerns of life 

More tbanj>hilosopher. 

Note (5), Page 8. 

This conduct of Uladislas appears to have been very in- 
consistent with the general tenor of his administration^ 
which was distinguished for beneficence and geaerx)sity» 
Perhaps^ so near the close of his reign^ he had not suf- 
ficient firmness to expose himself to the hatred of the 
Polish nobles^ which he must have done had he es- 
poused the cause of the Cossacks } though by refusing 
to do so he irreparably injured the republic^ by alienat- 
ing a people who might have been considered as ita 
firmest barrier against the natural enemies of Poland* 

Noie (6), Page 10. 

Casimir. y^This {urinoe, who as tl^ Inst of the race 
of Jagalon was called to the ihttme ef Poland^ had beea 
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!I1 qualified^ by the tastes he had acquired in a life of 
seclilsaon, to be placed at the head of a republic which 
was continually agitated by tempestuous contention. 

Note (7), Page 16. 

Standard'kearer to the cfoti/»;— This officer carriell 
the banner of the republic at the coronation and fune- 
^s of the kings of Poland^ and also at the Pospoliiey or 
gathering of all the nobles under the banners of the ' 
king at any tiitie and place appointed by hini. /When-* 
erer he resolved on summoning the Poepolite^ he inade 
known his will by letters circulsur into all the p£^atinates 
and districts of the kingdom. These letters^ on reach^ 
ing their place^ of destination, were fastened to a staff 
and carried three times within a month round to all 
the chief noblemen ; besides which, their purport was 
publicly proclaimed in the several cities. On the codhk 
plejtion of these ceremonies all courts of justice (except 
those of the vice-starosties) were suspended, and eligi-- 
ble persons were compelled to assemble within a given 
time, under pain of entire forfeiture of property to the 
crown. The castellans marched the levies thus raised 
within their several jurisdictions to the place of general 
rendezvous, and delivered them up to the king; whose 
personal appearance to receive them was deemed so in- 
dispensable, that even illness was not admitted asa siif- 
ficient excuse Cor his absence. 

. ' ' * Note (8), Page 24. 

George Ragotski, prince of TVa«iyfoa?iia.— After the 



dftaj^ of Uladi^hfi VII. he had-demandedthe bt>wn of 
Poland for himself at the head otf thirty thousand m^n ; 
Hit the majority of suffrages proving in ikvour .of the . 
xieceased king's brother, Casimir, he was foiled in his 
wishes. The ambition of this prince, however, induced 
him still to watch with^eagerne^ for some favourable - 
opportunity to wrest the sceptre from the feeble hands 
of Casimir; and his views were promoted by the in- 
trigues of certain Polish Unitarians; a sect, which at-, 
that time was allowed th^ free exercise *of its religion iTi 
that country. This faction was, however, punished, 
after the humiliation of ftagotski, by the banishment 
of the whole sect from the republic. ' ' 

Notein Page 28. 

Grand marshal of the crowtt. — He was at the head of 
the police. This officer introduced foreign ambassadors^ 
appointed their place of residence, and taxed articles pf 
trade and merchandise. To these functions was added 
the power of punishing criminals with death^ and from 
his judgiement there was no appeal. 

Note l^S)y Page Z\. 

' X»«towwr5ii.— When, in consel)uence of the non-ap- 
pearance of Lubomirski at the diet (convened for the 
purpose of examining Into the merits of his cause), so 
severe a Sentence had been passed on him, the deputies 
protested against it ; which by the laws of Poland ren- 
dered it invalid ; notwithstanding which, Casimir bad 
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proceeded to strip him of his employments and prot*I«im 
him an outlaw. Opinions on this affair so widely dif- 
fteed^ that while on one hand Xubomirski was repre* . 
sented as an incendiary, desirous only of disturbing the 
public tranquillity ; he was, on the other, considered as^ 
an incorruptible senator, who was persecuted by (h& 
king on account of the constancy with which he opposed 
his innovations. Perhaps truth lay between these Wo 
extremes. The severity, however, with which Casimir 
in the first instance treated Lubomirski, when contrast- 
ed with his clemency towards the Cossack rebels, proves 
either that that prince had lost much of the modera-i, 
tion and forbearance with which he began his reign, «r ^ 
that h^ could more easily pardon an-act of hostility com- 
mitted against his predecessor than himself. 

Note (10), Page S5. 

Crown general.^^ln the absence of the king he was 
supreme in the command of th^ Polish army; and though 
he received his appointment from the monarch, he was 
answerable only to the republic for his actions.' Among 
his many important privileges was that of quartering his 
troops on what estates he pleased ; \vhich, joined to his 
extensive power in other respects, rendered him for,mi- 
dalt^le to all the nobility. 

Notd {U), Page 43. 
Pevhapn, the history of no other prince presents an 
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example df such extraordinary vicissitudes as that it 
Caumif y • Though descended from a family which had 
"r^ign^d nearly three centuries over the Poles, he em* 
braced from inclination a monastic life ; and had been a 
Jesuit and a cardinal before the death of his brother 
Uladislas had tivrhed the eyes of Poland towards' him 
to fill that vacant throne. ^ The first unpopular act ot 
Casitnir was that of temporizing with the Cossacks.; his- 
second proved a more just as well as lasting source of 
discontent to his subjects. It was that of espousing the 
widow of his brother, a princess whose love of power 
made^her ever eager to usurp it even at the expense of 
her husband's honour. To the disgust which in a mo- 
ral point of view this union created in Poland, soon be-^ 
came superadded that arising fi-om the queen's inter-' 
ference with public affairs, and the empire which she 
acquired over the will of Casimir. It was to oblige 
her that he made the unwise attempt to get the duke 
d!£nghien, who was betrothed to .her niece, declared his 
successor ; nor coidd he be prevailed on to disappoint 
her, bytelinquishinghis endeavours, till he had seen the 
Uood of his people profiisely shed in civil contests 
arising out of this illegal project. From the death cS 
Louisa he became at the same time oppressed with grief 
for her loss, and remorse at having ever formed an union 
which he now considered as incestuous. In this frame 
of mind, persuaded that Heaven had inflicted the mis- 
fortunes of his reign as .a just punishftient for his of- 
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fences, the weight of government became an insu(>port- 
able burthen, from which he at length resolved to free 
himself. Accordingly in the year 166S, afteij having 
gQne, through all previous forms required, and witnessed 
some farcical scenes of prc^tended regret in the senate, 
which secretly' rejoiced, at his determination, he abdi- 
cated the throne on which he had reigned twenty-one 
years. Dr. Connor says, he was assured by several gen- 
tlemen at Warsaw who had witnessed it, that the day 
after Casimir^s resignation the Poles scarcely paid him 
the common respect due to a gentleman, jt is not 
therefore surprising that he should hasten his retirement 
into France, where Louis XIV. presented him with the 
abbey of Saint Germain; on^the revenues arising ttam 
which he. subsisted the remainder of his life, as his late 
subjects, who had promised to allow him a pension of 
three hu^ndred thousand florins, considered that he had 
forfeited it by quitting their country. The inconsistencies 
of Casimir did not terpiinate with his reign; as his be-i, 
coming m abbot proved no bar'to^ his consoling himself 
fi>r the loss of his queen, by privately espousing the ce^ 
lebrated MarV Migat, widow of marshal L^Hospital. On 
his decease, which hapj)ened four years after his abdieof* 
tioB, his .heart was deposited in the abbey of St. Ger- 
main^ and his body ..was conveyed ta Cracow, in the 
cathedral of which city it was interred. ~l( the follow- , 
ing epitaph, written on him.by^E^ther Default^ was not 
composed in the spirtt of irony>: it is ^perhaps hc^itthe 
^ u ' 



I^ast remarkable part of his hisfltory, that aucSj an extra- 
Ys^nt eulo^st should have been foupd for Casinar t 

iBternae memoriae 
Regis Orthodox! 
Heic 
Pout emensos virtutis '' . 

At gloriae gradus omneSy 
duiescit oobili sai parte 
' Johannes Ca8imirv» 
Poldniae 
Ac Suecis Rex ; 
Alto eJagelloDidam 

- Sanguine^ 
FamiU^ Vasateosi, 
Fostremus , 
Quia summus 
Literi8^armis> pietate, 
Multarum gentium liognaff , 
Addidicit, quo ^llas propensiu* 
\ Sibi devinciret. 

Septei^decim praeliis^ collatis^ 
' 'Gum hoste signis, 
Totidem uno minus yicitj 

Semper intictus. , ' 

Musaovitas^ Sueoos, Biandel$urgen8^s>. 

^^2ss^xR», GermanoB ' 

Amnjuif 

CosacoB diosque rebellea^ 

6rali^ ac baoeficiia^ 



Expijgiuivitj V 
Victoria regem eis s6 ptatbeiii^ 

Clementia patrem. 

Denique totis viginti imperii atiniA 

Fortunam, mtute vincens j 

ADlam habuit in castris^ 

Palatia in tentotiis^ 

Spectacula in 

Triomphts; 

liberos ex iegitimo connubto 

Suacepit, queis pdstea orlwtud est> 

. Ne> m fletnajoiiem rellquisset^ . 

Non egset ipse, maximus^ 

Sin minorem^ stirps d^neraret* 

Par ei ad ferdtodinem 

JReKgio foit. 

Nee aegnios eceio militavit 

Qaam sola. 

Hine extracta monasteria et 

Nosocomia Varsavieev 

OeiliTinianoruin fkna in 

> ' Lithuania excisa : 

Sociniani regno pulsi 

Ne Casfmirum haberent regem^ 

Qai Christura Deom non 

Habefent. • 

Senatus a variig sectis ad. 

Catholicae fideioommunionem 

Adductusi 

Ut ecdesiae legibns 

CoDtinerentur 

U 2 
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Ckm junpopuUs dxcertid, 

Uade ilU praeclarum . 

prthodoxi nomeix 

Ab Ale3Uia(ko Septiiho 

Inditum. 
Humanae denique gloriae ^ 
Fastigiaai, praetergressus^ 
Cam mhil pjrsdarius agere . 

Posset; 
iBSperium sppnte abdicavtt 

Anno M DC.LXVIII. 

Turn porro lachryiiMe,^ua» 

Nulli regna^s ei^cus^erat, 

dmDium pculis manaront^ 

Qui abeonteni regem non secjas 

Atque obeuntem patrecn 

I^xere. 

Vitae reliqaum.in pietatis 

Officilacumexegisset, . 

Taadem audita Kameciae 

EiipogDatione^ ne tdntaB cladi 

Sttperesset^ 

Charitate [iatriaB 

Vulneratuft X)caibait 

Xyil cal. Jan. M.DC.LXXIF. 

Regiom cor nipnachis hujus 

. Coenobii, cui abbas prsfamt, 

Amoris pignos refiqoiti 

Quod illi istoc tumulo 

Moereates Qbndiderunt. 
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TmmlaiedbpJ. B. Esq. 

In perpetual memory 
of the Orthodox King * 

Here reposes^ 
Af\er having mounted all the steps 
of virtue ;ind glorfty 
V The noble part of 

John Casimii 
King of Poland and Sweden j; 
. of the illustrious blood of Jagellon 

and of the fiimily of Vasa. , 
The la8t> because the most ei)iiin^t * 
in letters, in arms^ in piety. 
He teamt the languages of niany nations, 
in order to attach them more closely to h^s 
Interesty. 
In seventeen pitched battles (with 
exception of one only) always conqueror. 
He subsited th^ Muscovites, the Swedes^ 
The firandehburghers, the Tartars, and the Germans. 
' The Cossacks, and other rebellious nations, 
he mastered by acts of kindness and favour : 
exhibiting himself a king in Tictory, 

a father in clemency. 

Lastly, during the courjie of twenty 

years of empire, 

. . ' winning fortune by valour/ 

He held his court in the camp, 

his palace in the tented field, 

0nd displayed his shows in his triumphs. 
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He had childmi bom in lawful wedlock^ 
which )ie was- de&tined afterwards to ]ose> . 
lest^ had be left -behind' him a superior 
to himself, he should have ceased to 

be greatest : if an inferior, his -^ 

progeny had degenerated from their 

Great Original. 

His religioti was commensurate to his valour | 

nor did he fight with more zeal 

.for an earthly tfian a heavenly crown. 

Thus teouasteries and infirmaries were 

erected at Warsaw, and - ^ 

Calvinistical churches destroyed iu Lithuania, 
Tht Socinians were expelled the kingdomi 
that they who refused to have Chpst 
for their God might not have 
Casunb jfbr their king. 
The Senate/ composed of various 
discordant sects, was guided into the 
Communion ' of the Catholic faith, 
that they who enacted laws for the people 
might themselves be governed 
by the laws of the ChUrch. 
Whence the illustrious name of 
Orthodox • 
yraLS conferred on himi. by Alexander the Seventh, 
Having at length suruKmnted 
the pinnacle of human glory, ' ^ - 
when nothing more nbblp was left 

■ for hitn to accomplish. 

He voluntarily abdicated the thfone 

Iu the year one thouiand six hundred and sjxty^eight, 
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; * . Then «lredmed the tears from every eye, * 
Tears never before drawn, 
from tBose who mourned>the departing King 
as thej would mourn an expiring father/ 
Having spent the remainder of his life ' 
In acts of piety. 
When he heard of the siege of Kaminieck, 
that he might not survive spch destruction, 
He died of the wound 
, which the love of his country inflicted, 
on the 1 7th calend of January, 
in. the year one thousand six hundred .and seventy-two. 
He left his royal heart, 
as a pledge of his love, 
to the monks of this monastery, 

of which he was abbot, 

Hiey with sorrow have buried it 

, In this. tomb. 

Note {12), Pag^ 4^. 

Ceremontai tfthe electibn^-^When the election of a 
king of Poland was about to take place^ a general diet 
wast convoked by the archbishop of Gnesna. On the 
appointed day the forms of the election were opened by 
the senate^ the deputies^ and nobles repairing to the 
great church of St. lohn^ to petition that Heaven 
would direct their choice of a king. They then pro- 
ceeded to the field of election ; a plain near Warsaw^ oa 
which was erected^ for the convenient and safe delibera- 
tion of the senate^ an iipmense hall called by the Poles , 



szopa^. Thte hall had but ihi'ee entrances, and' was , 
surrounded by a broad deep fosse. The deputies and 
nobles^ armed' and^^on horseback, held their session ix\ 
the open field. • Their iKrst proceeding was tha.t of 
choosing their marshal; who^ after binding himself by 
oath to the faithful discharge of his office^ was intro- 
duced into the szopa, to assist in regulating the most 
pressing concerns of the state, and redressing grievances 
complained of. I'he ambassadors o( the several candi- 
dates for the throne, and' of the princes interested for 
them^ were next admitted, and harangued the senate in 
Latin on the merits of their different claimants., They 
were answered on its behalf by the archbishop of Gnes- 
na, and on that of the deputies and nobles by their 
marshal. The diet then invoked, on tHeir knees, the. 
assistance of the Holy Ghost to enlighten their under- 
standings, and proceeded to the ballot ; when, if the 
voices were found to be unaniitious, all went well, and 
the archbishop proclaimed the king elect, as did'the 
marsh^^s of the crown and Lithuania. But if there were 
a division in the diet (which generally happened) all 
became M^mnlt and. uproar. The stronger party in the 
end .carried it by violence over the weaker^ and com- 
pelled the archbishop, as the price of his safety, to pro- ' 
claim, its favourite. Whaiever scenes, of bloodshed and 
disorder might have preceded hi^ compliance, the cere^ 
mony always terminated by.the whole diet singing 7> 
Dettfit. ^ 

. I . I ■ I . I. ■ I ' I . I ■ .11. I ■«■ Ml 11. Ill i-lii ■! -■■ ■ 1. II I ■ II >t 

♦ Signifying a place of shelter. 
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Note {\3)y Page 44. 

Uncle to the great Jagellon.^The Polas reckgntd 
three races of sovereigns' before the time of Henry de 
Valois ; after whose abdicatiDn, as the crown continued 
to pass from family to family without fixing in any one, 
he has been considered as the beginner of a^ fourth clasii, 
Lechus, a Sarmatian by birth^ was the founder of the 
first class in 5S0. ' He began by conductiir^ his country- 
men some steps towards civilization ; and afterwards 
became their ruler, under the title of duke. On the 
extinction of his race every thing fell into dreadful dis- 
order ; nor was any fixed and safe, government re-dsta- 
blishedtill 820, when Piastus, the founder of the second 
«lass, who was a native of low origin, but great virtue 
Jand prudence, was chosen their sovereign. Th^ pos- 
terity of Piastus long reigned after him ; one of whom, 
Boleslaus Chroby, 'Was raised to the dignity of king by 
the emperor Otho III. ; and so great was the venera-^ 
tibn in which the memory of the founder of this race of 
sovereigns was held in Polaild, that the name of Pias- 
tus was evcT. given to such natives of that country as 
were raised to the throne.. Afj^er the extinction of this 
second race ; Jagelloii, duke of Lithuania, was received 
by the Poles as their king, by which event the crowns 
of Poland and Lithuania became united. He formed 
the head of tl^e third -class of Polish sovereigns. By 
iii^ Christianity was iiitroduced into Lithuania;^ and he 
gjQverned with so much wisdom .and popularity, that his 
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,' memory after his race became extinct was still reverenced 
by the Poles. . 

. Note (U), Page4Q. 

Pacta Convenla. — A convention which was entered 
into between the sovereign of Poland and the diet, be-, 
fore he could be proclaimed king. It was of as ancient 
origin as 13.":)5, when, during the reign of Casimir the 
Great, the republic drew up and ratified its first Pacta 
Convenia with Louis, kirtg of Hungary, the nephew 
and successor of the above monarch to the crown of 
Poland. After having fallen for some time into disuse^ 
the Pacta Convenia was revived in 1573 on the election 
of Henry de Valois ; from which period its ratification 
by every succeeding monarch was uniformly enforjeedby 
the republic* The fimdamental conditicftis of the Pacta 
'Conventa were, that the king should not name his suc- 
cessor, or in any way iilterfere in the free choice of that 
successor. That he should neither make war nor peace, 
introduce foreigil troops, change the laws, nor marry, 
without the consent .of the -republic. That he- should 
profess the Roman catholic religion ;; and that he shoidd . 
not purjchase afiy estates in Poland. To'these conditions 
were occasionally added others, dictated by the temper 
of L]\e times, and the desire of the nobles, to increase 
tlirir power at the expense of that of th6 crown. These-, 
fncfoachments were sometimes submitted to, at others. 
,* ontested, by the monarchs who were required to accede 
io tliem, , 
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Note{\5), Page 61. 

Higher order of nobility. — ^AU persons who were 
born.free^ from the kmg's son to the gentleman who 
possessed no more .than an acre of land, were, by the 
constitution of Poland, noble. The rank and privi- 
leges of the higher order (or senators) were not heredi- 
tary ; but acquired by the. appointment to certain dig- 
nified stations, such as the ten 'great ofl\cers of- the 
crown, the archbishops, bishops, palatines, find castel- 
lans. 

Note (16), Page 92. ' 

The army of Poland and that of Lithuania had each 
its general, who severally possessed supeme command 
in his own camp ; and although the grand general of 
Lithuania yielded precedence to the crown general of 
Poland ; yet, except when the armies were actually 
engaged .together in battle, ^he was iiot in any respect 
subservient to his orders. Hence arose many of the.diffi^ 
culties with which Sobieski had to contend in his com^ >. 
mand of national forces thus'discordantly organized. 

V , Note {\7}y Page 102. / 

Primate^-^Dynng tho interregna the primate be* 
came regent with great authority. This title was first 
granted by the council of Constance in 15-14 to the head 
of the ecclesiastics of Poland. In rank. and power he 
was second only to the king, on whom he possessed the 
privilege of intruding at pleasure. On these occasions 
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he displayed- great pomp, and his majesty was expected 
'to advance to the aiHe-room to welcome him. By the 
council of Lateran he was granted the right to style 
himself the pope's legate born ; andone curious mark of 
distinctionwas his privilege^ as first senator^ of having 
drums beating and trumpets sounding at the gates of his 
palace^ when about to take his seat at table. 

Note (19,) Page 175. . ^ 

The word Felo pronounced by any individual of the 
diet pot»%e8sed the power of suspending the subject then 
in deliberation ; biit the sentence '^ Vetosisto activHor- 
iem" operated still further, and absolutely dissolved the 
diet itself. Notwithstanding the injury Poland sustained 
fiom the frequent abuse of this pernicious privilege, 
Leczinski (father of Stanislaus &ing of Poland) pro- 
claimed in full diet his tenacious prejudice in its favour, 
i>y asserting that he should ever prefer a dangerous' 
liberty to v/hat he called a safe slavery ^ * 

Note (20) y Page 266.' 

At thjs very period, the Samogitians of the deserts 
were permitted the exercise of an idolatrous rite, which 
they had derived fronni their Pagan ancestors. It was 
that c^ sacrificing in the month of October to a God 
called Zimiennich in the following manner. On a doth 
spread over straw were ranged a certain number of 
loaves, between each of which were' placed large pots of 
beer. Various- kinds of tfnimals were ^hen led before 
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the officiating augur^ who, after consecrating Chem^ 
-struck each victim with his wand, tvhen immediately 
all present followed his exampld^ exclaiming at the same 
time " O Zimiennich ! these offerings we make to thee 
for having hitherto so mercifully protected us ; and we 
most humhly implore thee to have the like compassion 
on as for the' future, and (Continue to preserve us from 
fire, sword, pestilence, and our enemies/* 

Part of the offering was then tak^n from the allotted 
portion of each, and strewed around the place x>f sacri- 
fice, the worshippers ejaculating *^0 Zimiennich! gra- 
ciously paritake our sacrifices, ^nd favour thy adorers/' 

The ceremony then concluded by eatiiig and drinking 
heartily of the offerings in honour of their idol. 

Michalon, a Lithuanian author, brings this Pagan 
sactifice in support of his assertion that the Lithuani- 
ans were descended from the ancient Romans^ *^ It is 
past a doubt,'* hd proceeds, '^ since our language is half 
Latin, and we have not long since had the same customs 
and ceremonies, as burnings the dead, divining by au- 
gurs— nay, which we still retain in many parts of this 
country, especially the worshipping the God iEsculapius 
under the form of a serpent." * ' ' 
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PRIGIN OF THE POLISH FASHION OF 
WEARING THE HAIR*. 



When the mother of Casimix 1. fled from PoIanA'iri 
consequence of the hatred with which her misconduct^ 
as queen regent^ had inspired his subjects^ she made her 
son the companion of her flight into Saxony. Front 
thence she sent him to complete hi^ education in France ^ 
where^ considering the crown of Poland lost to him 
forvever, he became a monk in the abbey of Clugny. 
Meanwhile the Poles^ unable to agree in their choice of 
a successor^ at length came tp the resolution of ending 
th^ anarchy and dangers of an interregnum by inviting 
Casimir back^ and at the same .time soliciting th^ 
pope to absolve him from his religious vows.' To this 
his holiness consented^ on condition that^ for every head 
except the^nobles and clergy^ the iPole^ should pay a 
fiftrthing a year to maintain a lamp perpetually burning. 
in the church. of St. Peter's at Rome, and moreover . 
submit for ever after to have their heads shaved about 
their ears like monks. This fashion continued to ber 
generally adopted till the close of Sobitoki^s reign. 

; ♦ Sec the Portrait. ' 
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Smith, royal 4to. 2l. 2s. 

WILTSHIRE. 

The Ancient History of' South Wiltshire, 
By Sir Richai\d Colt Hoare, Bart Hand- 
somely printed in Folio, with Eighty-thre« 
highly-finished Engravings, 121. 12s. 
PERSIAN EMPIRE. 

Geographical Memoir if ihe Persian Em- 
pire ; interspersed with Accounts of Manners 
and Customs. By John Macdonald Kin- 
NEiR, Esq. Political Assistant to Brigadier 
General Sir John Maloolm, late Envoy to 
the Court of Persia. 4to. 2l. 28. or, with a 
Map, 31. 13s. 6d. 

ICELAND. 

Travels in Jcelandy in the Year 1810. By 
Sir George Mackenzie, Bart Secomb 
Edition, 4to. with Plates, 31. 3s. 



VOYAGE ROUND the WORLD, 

In the Years 1803', 4, 5, and 6 ; by the com- 
mand of his Imperial Majesty Alexander I. 
in the ships Nadeshda and Neca, under the or- 
ders of Captain A. J. Vpu Krusnestern, Trans- 
lated from the German by R. B. Hoppner, 
Esq. Handsomely printed in one large vol. 
4to. with a Map and other plates, 21. 12s. 6d. 

The EAST INDIA GAZETTEER, 
Containing particular Descriptions of the 
Countries comprehended under the general 
Name of the EAST INDIES, with an Ac- 
count of the Manners, Customs, Institutions, 
Manufactures, Commerce, Castes, Religion, 
&c. of their varions Inhabitants. By Wal- 
ter Hamilton. Handsomely printed in puo 
large volume, 8vo. 25s. 

The JOURNAL of PENROSE, a Seaman. 
4 vol. small 8vo. 24s. 

CURIOSITIES of LITERATURE; 

Consisting of Anecdotes, Characters, Sketches, 
and Observations, Literary, Critical, and His- 
torical. Fifth Edition. 2 vol. 8vo. ll. Is. 

CALAMITIES of AUTHORS, 
Including some Inquiries respecting their 
Moral and Literary Characters. By the An- 
tjior of " Curiosities of Literature.** In ^ 
vol. post 8vo. 16s. 

QUARRELS of AUTHORS ; 

Or, some Memoh^s for our Literarij History, 
including Specimens of Controversy from the 
Reign of Elizabeth. By the Authoi* of " Ca- 
lamities of Authors.'* 3 volumes, post 8vo. 
11, 4s. 

LIVES of JAMES I. and CHARLES I. & II. 

An Historical and Critical Account of the 
Lives and Writings of James I. and Charles I. 
and of the Lives of Oliver Cromwell and Charles 
II. after the manner of Mr. Bayle. From Ori^ 
ginal Writers and State Papers. By William 
Harris. A New Edition, with a Life of the 
Author, and a general Index ; in 5 vol. 8vo. 31. 

WORKS of BEN JONSON, 
Complete; carefully collated with the earliest 
Editions, and corrected ; illustrated with 
Notes, critical and explanatory. By William 
GiFFORD, Esq. Handsomely printed by Bul- 
mer, in ten vol. 8vo. — In the Press. 

BEAUMONT and FLETCHER. 
Illustrated with Critical and Explanatory 
Notes, and Biogiaphical Notices, and includ- 
ing an additional Play, never before pub- 
lihlied, and now first printed from the ori- 
ginal MS. 12 vol. 8vo. 81. 

PLAYS of MASSINGER ; 
With Notes, Critical and Explanatory. By 
William Gifford, Esq. Second Edition, 
ynik Additions and Corrections. 4 vol. 8 vo. 3U 
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WORKS of FORD, 

With an Introduction, and Explanatory 
Notes. In t vol. 8vo. 11. 10s. 

PLAYS of OTWAY ; 
With a Life. 3 vol. 8to. 11. 4ft. 

DEATH of DARNLEY ; 
Inm; Zamorin and Zama; the Confession; 
Orestes, Five Tragedies. By William 
SoTHEBYyEsq. 8ro. 128. 

COUNT JULIAN, 
A Tragedy. Small 8vo. 58. 6d. 

COLLECTION of the BEST PLAYS. 

The Modern British Drama, the Ancient 
British Drama, and Shakespeare ; being a Col- 
lection of the best acting Tragedies, Come- 
dies, Operas, and Farces, a Selection of the 
best of the old Plays, and Shakespeare's 
Works entire ; printed uniformly, and with a 
new Type of peculiar beauty and clearness, 
in 10 vol. royal 8vo. 101. 14s. 

MARMION. 
A Drama; founded on the Poem. 8vo. 4s. 

LORD BYRON'S WORKS. 

The Works of the Right Hon. Lord Byron, 
collected and printed uniformly and hand- 
■cmely, by Davison, in 4 vol. small Bvo. ^Qa. 

*«* New Editions of the Works complete, and of 
each Poem separately, are printed also in Octavo, 

CHILDE HAROLD'S PILGRIMAGE. 

A Romannt Written during the Author's 
Travels in Portugal, Spain, Albania, and some 
of the most interesting Parts of Greece. To 
which are added, Miscellaneous Poems, and 
Translations written chiefly abroad. By Lord 
Bybon. Nitith Edit. 8vo. 12s. 

The GIAOUR. 
A Fragment of a Turkish Tale. By Lomi 
Btron. Twelfth Edition. 8vo. 58, 6d. 

The BRIDE of ABYDOS. 
A Turkisli Tale, in Three Cantos. By Lord 
Byron. Eighth Edition. 8vo. 58. 6d. 

The CORSAIR. 
ATale, in Three Cantos By Lord Byron. 
Seventh Edition. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

ODE to NAPOLEON 
Buonaparte. By Lord Byron. Ninth Edit 
Bvo. Is. 6d. 

LARA. 
LarayaTale. By Lord Byron. 4thEdit.8vo. 
5s. 6d. 
ILLUSTRATIONS of LORD BYRON's 
WORKS. 
Twelve Plates, illustrative of the Poems of 
Lord h'yron, engraved by C. Hfatii and 
other eminent Artists, from the original De- 
signs of Stothard. Printed in 4to. 8vo. 
and small 8vo. 

f rice in 4t«. Proofs on India Paper, ^3 3 
4to. Proofs ------28 

8vo - 1 10 

jBowU Bvo. 18 



PORTRAIT OP LORD BYRON. 

Engraved by J. S. Agar, from the spirilei 
and faithful Likeness by Thomas Phillips, 
R.A. Printed in Bvo. and sold separately, to 
bind up with Lord Byron's Works : prints, 
5s. 6d. proofs, 10s. 6d. 

• SAMUEL ROGERS. 

Jacqueline, a Tale. By Samuel Rogers, 
Esq. Fourth Edition, printed nniformlj 
with the Pleasures of Memory. 3s. 

WALTER SCOTT. 
Marmton ; a Tale of Flodden Field. A 
Poetical Romance, in Six Cantos. By Wal- 
ter Scott, Esq. Eighth Edition. 8vo. 12s. 

THOMAS CAMPBELL. 

Gertrude of Wyoming, and other Poena, 
By Thomas Campbell. Small Bvo. 9s. 

WILUAM GIFFORD. 

The Baviad and Maviad. By W. Gifford, 
Esq. Eighth Edition. Post Bvo. 9s. 

M. A. SHEE. 
Commemoration of Peynolds, In Two 
Paris. With Notes and other Poems. By 
M.A. Shee, Esq. R.A. Small 8 vo. 68. 

WILLIAM SOTHEBY. 
A Song of Triumph, By William So- 
theby, Esq. 4to. 2s. 6d. 

Rev. L. BOWLES. 
The Missionary, a Poem. By the Rev. H. Li. 
Bowles. Second Edition. — In the Press, 

A DAY in SPRING, 
And other Poems. By Richard Westall, 
Esq. R. A. Elegantly printed in Bvo. with 
four exquisite Engravings by Heath, after 
Designs by the Author. 12s. 

ORLANDO in RONCESVALLES. 
A Poem, in Five Cantos. By J. H. Meriva le. 
With Wood-cut Vignettes. Second Edition, 
crown Bvo. Bs. 6d. 
The DR\TH of SAUL and JONATHAN, 
a Poem. By Edw. Smedley, jun. Second 
Edit. Bvo. 3s. 6d. 

JEPHTHAH. 
A Poem. By Edward Smedley, Jan. 
Second Edition. Bvo. $9. 6d. 

TALAVERA. - 

A Poem, with Notes. Ninth Edit, with impor- 
tant Additions and Corrections. Tq which are 
now added, Trafalgar, and olJier Poems. 
With a Portrait of the Duke of Wellington. 
4to. 15s. 

POETRY of the ANTI-JACOBIN. 
New Edition, small Bvo. 6s. 

BUONAPARTE, 
A Poem, Bvo. Second Edit. Is. 6d. 

EUROPA REDIVIVA. 2d edit. Bvo. Is. 6d. 

PERSIA, 
'A Poem : descriptive of that Country and its 
Inhabitants; written amidst the scenes which 
it describes. Bvo. 3s. 
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*llie iPAtUDiSE of OOQUEITES, 
A Poem. Small 8vo. 98. 

PEACOCK at HOME: 
With other Poems. By Mrs. Do n s et. Small 
8vo. 5s. 

The QUEEN'S WAKE, 
A Poem. By James Hogg. Fourth Edi- 
tion. 8vo.' 12». 

PILGRIMS of the SUN, 
A Poem. By the Author of the " Queen's 
Wake." 8vo. Ts. 6d. 

GEORGICS. 
The Georgics of VirgiL Translated by 
William Sotheby, Esq. New Edit, with 
Notes and the original Text. Printed uni- 
formly with Mr. Gifford's Juvenal. Bvo. Igs. 

ANTHOLOGIA. 
Translations from the Greek Anthology ^ arid from 
the Pastoral, Elegiac , and Dramatic Poets of 
Greece. Translated, with copious Notes and 
Illustrations, by the Rev. R. Bland. Svo.lSs. 

SACRED MEDITATIONS 
And DevotioBal Poems, with Essays in 
Prose, composed on various Occasions of Life, 
and publisiied for the Use of the intelligent 
Mind in its serious Moments. Second Edi* 
tion. Small Bvo. with an Engraving. 78. 6d. 

HISTORY of the REFORMATION 
In Scotland. By G. Cook, D. D. Minister of 
Iianrence1cirk,ScollaBd. 3 vol.Svo. 11. lls.6d. 

ATTEMPT to PROVE the TRUTH 
Of Christianity. By J. Penrose, M. A. Bvo. 9s. 

, A SERMON, 

Preached in the Parish Church of Lancaster, 
on Thursday, Aug. 25, 1814, at the primary 
Visitation of the Rl. Rev. George Henry Lord 
Bishop of Chester. By T. D. Whitaker, 
L.L.D. F.S.A. Vicar of Whalley, and Rector 
of Heysham, in Lanca8hire. 4to. 2s. 

A SERIES of DISCOURSES ' 

On the Principles of Religious Belief, as 
connected with Human Happiness and Im- 
provement. By the Rev. R. Mo r eh bad, 
A. M. Fourth Edit. 8vo. 98. 

PAGANISM i CHRISTL4NITY 
eompared,in a Course of Lectures to the King's 
Scholars, at Westminster, in the Years 1806, 7, 
And 8. By John Ireland, D.D. 8vo. 108.6d. 

The BIOSCOPE; 
Qr, Dial cf lAfe Erplained. To which are 
added, a IVansiation of St. Panlinus's Epis- 
tle to Celantia on the Bule of Christian Life, 
and an Elementary View- of General Chrono- 
logy ; wi th perpetual Time Tables. By G r a n— 
ville Penn, Esq. Second Edition, in small 
Svo. with a dial-plate in a case. 12s. 
A CHRISTIAN'S SURVEY 
Of all the Principal Events and Periods 
of the World, from the Commencement of 
History to the Conclusion of Prophecy. By 
Granville Penn, Es^ Third - Edition, 
small 8to. 78. 6d. 



The PROPHECY of EZEKIEL 

Concerning Gogue, the last Tyrant of tlie 
Church, liis Invasion of Ro8, his Discomfi- 
ture, and final Fall ; Examined, and in Part 
illustrated. By Granville Penn, Esq. 
Small 8vo. 6s. 

INSTRUCnONS 
For Conducting Schools (m the Madras Syt' 
tern. BytheRev. Dr.A. Bell,&c. Anew 
Edition, 12mo. 28. 

ORIGIN, NATURE, and OBJECT 

Of the New System of Education, Small 8vo. 58. 
COPLESTON. 

Pralectiones Academiciie Oxonii habits ab 
Edvardo Copleston, S. T. B. CoUegii. 
Orielensis Socio, et Poeticse Publico Pnelec* 
tore, nunc Ecclesiae Cathedralis Londinensii 
Praebendario. Bvo- ISs. 

BLOMPIELP. 

Mschyli Perse. Ad fidem Mannscriptornm 
emendavit, Notas et Glossarium adjecit Ca- 
rolus Jacobus Blomfield, A. M. CoUegii 
S.S. Trinitatis apnd Cantabrigienses nnper 
Socins. Bvo. — In the Press. 
ELMSLKY. 

Euripidis Heraclida, ex Recensione Petri 
Elmsley, A.M. qui Annolationes suas el 
Aliorum Selectas adjecit. Bvo. 5s. 6d. 

THEOPHRASTI ERESU 
De Historia Plantamm Libri decern, Grasce. 
Cum Syllabo GenerumetSpecierum, Glossario, 
et Notis. Curante Job. Stacehouse, Ariii« 
S. L. S. 2 torn. Bvo. 26s. 
VIRGIL. 

Observations in Illustration ef VirgiTt 
Fourth Eclogue. By Granville Penn, Esq, 
Bvo. los. 

MODERN GREEKS. 

An Essay on Certain Points of Resemblance 
between the Ancient and Modem Greeks, Bj 
the Hon. Fred. Syl. North DouoLAia 
M. P. Third Edition. Bvo. 7s. 6d. 

ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS, 
Made at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. 
By John Pond, Esq. Astromomer Royal, and 
F. R. S. Folio, to be continued. 21. 28. 

TRANSACTIONS 
Of the Royal Irish Academy, Vol. XL 4to. 
11. 4s. 

GEOMETRY. 
In Practical Geometry and the Principles of 
Plan Drawing ; originally composed for the 
Use of the Royal Engineer Department. By 
C. W. Pasley, Capt. R. E. Bvo. iSs. The 
Second Vol. of this work, containing Ele- 
mentary Fortifications, is in the Press, 

NEW PHILOSOPHICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

For various Purposed in the Arts and Sciences. 
With Experiments on Light and Colours. By 
David Brewster, LL. D. Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, and of the Society 
of Antiquaries of Scotland. With 12 Plates, 
8to. 188. 
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PRACTICAL MECHANICS. 

A System of Mechanical Philosophy, by fhe 
late John Robison. LL. D. Professor of 
Natural Philosophy in the University, and 
Secretary to the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
With Notes and Illustrations, comprising the 
most recent Discoveries in the Physical Sci- 
ences. By David Brewstee, LL.D. F. R. 
S. K. In, Four thick volumes 8vo. vith nu- 
merous Plates. 

This valaable Work, the prodnction of one of o»r 
most distinguished Mechanical Philoaophers, con- 
sists of a considerable number of the original Pa- 
pers -which were left ready for publication at Pro- 
fessor Robison's death; and of all the articles 
which he contributed to the Encyclopoedia Britan- 
nica, and to the supplement published by Dr. Gleig. 
These articles, which are well known to have con- 
stituted the principal value of the work in which 
they were inserted, contain the only account which 
has hitherto been given of the labours and disco- 
veries of the Continental Philosophers ; and, with 
the original papers which have never yet appeared, 
and the corrections and enlargements with which 
the Author had improved the printed articles, the 
present work may be considered as forming a com- 
fkte bedjf of Mechamcal Science* 

EXPERIMENTS in AIR* 
A Short Account of Experiments and In- 
ftrumento depending on the Rekctions of Air 
to Heat and Moisture. By John Leslie, F.R. 
& S. E. Professor of 'Mathematics in the Uni- 
Tersity of Edinburgh. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

MURINE DICTIONARY. 
A copious Explanation of Technical Terms 
" and Phrases employed in the Construction, 
Equipment, Furniture, Machinery, Movements , 
and Military Operations of Ships; interspersed 
with such parts of Astronomy as will be found 
useful to Practical Navigators. The whole il- 
lustrated with a variety of Modern Designs of 
Shipping, together with separate Views of 
their Masts, Sails, Yards, and Rigging. To 
which will be annexed a Vocabulary of the 
French Sea Terms and Phrases, collected from 
the Works of the most celebrated French Wri- 
ters. Originally compiled by WiI'LJAm Fal- 
coner. New Edition, corrected, improved, 
ftnd much enlarged. By William Borney, 
LL. D. Master pf the Naval Academy, Gos- 
port. 4lo. — In the Press. 

HISTORY of JAMES MITCHELL. 
A Boy, bom Blind and Deaf. By James 
Wardrop, F. R. S. Edinburgh. 4to. 7s. 6d. 
BOTANY. 
ElemenUrfthe Science of Botany, as Esta- 
blished by LiNN*us, with Examples to illus- 
trate the Classes and Orders of the System, 
S vol. post 8vo. 147 fine plates coloured 21. 6s. 

AMERICA. 
The Right and Practice of Impressment, as 
.•oocerning Great Britain and America con- 
udered. 8vo. 38. 

HOLLAND. 
A Narrative of the late Revolution in Hol- 
land. By 6. H. Chad. 8to. 9s. 6d. 



WEALTH of NATIONS. 

An Inquiry into the Nature and Causer of 
the Wealth of Nations. By Adam Smith, 
L. L. D. A new Edition, with Notesi and aH 
Additional Volume, containing Observation* 
on the Subjects treated of in the text of Dr. 
Smith. By David Buchanan. 4 vel. «vo. 

21. 8s. 

MALTHUS. 
Observations on the Com Imws. By th« 
Rev.T. R. Malthus. New Edit. 8vo. 

IMPORTATION of CORN. 

Intended as an Appendix to ** 'Observations on 
the Com Laws: The Grounds of an Opin^ow 
on the Policy of Ristrict^ng the Import- 
ation of Foreign Corn. By the Rev. T. R. 
Malthus, Professor of History and Political 
Economy in the East India College, Hertford- 
shire. 8vo. 

RENT. 

An Inquiry into the Nature and Origin rf 
Rent, and- the Laws by which it is governed. 
By the Rev. T.R. Malthus, Professor of 
History and Political Economy in the East 
India College, Hertfordshire. 8vo. 

Mr. CANNING. 

The Speeches and Public Addresses of the 
Right Honourable George Canning, during 
the Election in Liverpool. Third EdiUon, 
12mo. 2s. 6d. 

Mr. HUSKISSON. 

The Question concerning the Deprectation of 
our Currenci/, stated and Examined. By W. 
HusKissoN, Esq. M.P. Fifth EdiUon, cor- 
rected. 8vo. 5s. 

Tlie PHILOSOPHY of NATURE; 

Or, The Influence of Scenery on the Mind 
and Heart. 2 vol. post 8vo. 18s. 

ROMANCES: 
Conusting of Mejnoun and Iieila, a Persia* 
Romance, interspersed with Notes and Poetry 
descriptive of Oriental Scenery. — Love and 
Humility, a Roman Romance. — ^The Lovers, 
or the Birth of the Pleasing Arts, an Arcadian 
Romance. By I. DIsraeli, Esq. Thihb 
Edition. Small 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

DESPOTISM; 
Or, the FaU rf the Jesuits. A PoliUcal 
Romance, illustrated by Historical Anecdote*. 

2 vol. post 8vo. 12s. 

FLIM-FLAMS; 

Or, The Life and Errors rf my Uncle and 
his Friends ! A Literary Romance'; witli Il- 
lustrations and Obscurities. A New Edition. 

3 vol. small 8vo. with Elfcven Plates, ll. Is. 

The PORT-FOLIO. 
Containing Essays, LetUn, and Narrativti* 
2 vol. 8m«U 8vo. 14ft. 



Jolm Murray y Albemarle Street. 



NEW FAMILY RECEIPT-BOOK. 
A Collection of more than eight hundred tndy 
Vatuable Receipts, (omitting those in Medicine 
and Cookery) in various Branches of Domestic 
Boonomy, selected from the Works of British 
and Foreign Writers of unquestionable ex- 
perience and authority, and from the attested 
Couununications of scientific Friends. Dedi- 
cated, by Permission, to Dr. Charles Taylor, 
fieoretary to the Society of Arts, Manufactures, 
and Commerce ; to whose suparintendance the 
i^orkhas been submitted, and to ^hom the 
Editor hds been indebted for many valuable 
communications. A New Edition, greatly im- 
proved; handsomely printed in small 8ve. 
similar to Domestic Cookery. 78. 6d. 

DOMESTIC COOKERY. 
A New System of Domestic Cookery; 
formed apon Principles of Economy, and 
adapted to the Use of Private Families. Com- 
prising also the Art of Carving, Observations 
•n the Management of the Dairy, and Poultry 
Yard ; Instructions for Home Brewery, Wines, 
&o. Cookery for the Sick and for the Poor ; 
-many very useful Miscellaneous Receipts and 
Directions, proper to be given to Servants 
both in Town and Country. To which is 
prefixed, an Essay on Domestic Economy and 
Household Management, comprising many Ob- 
servations, which will be found particularly 
useful to the Mistress of a Family. By a La d y. 
A New Edition. Containing Ten Plates. Small 
8vo. 78. 6d. 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

Of British History, Biography, and Man- 
ners, in the Reigns of Henry VUI. Edward Vi. 
Mary, Elizabeth, and James I. exhibited in a 
Series of Original Papers, selected from the 
Manuscripts of the Noble Families of Howard, 
Talbot, and Cecil; containing, among a va- 
riety of interesting Pieces, a great Part of 
the Correspondence of Fiizabeth and her Mi- 
nisters, with George the Sixth, Earl of Shrews- 
bury, during the Fifteen Years in which Mary, 
Queen of Scots, remained in his custody : with 
numerous Notes and Observations. By Ed- 
UUND Lodge, Esq. Pursuivant . of Arms, 
and F. S, A. With Portraits, Autographs, 
&c. 3 vol. 4to. 31. Ids. 

HARLEIAN MISCELLANY; 
A Collection of scarce, curious, and interest- 
ing Pamphlets and Tracts, as well in Mann- 
script as Print, selected from the Library of 
Edward Harley, second Earl of Oxford. A 
new Edition, with Two additional Volumes 
of rare and curious Tracts, and with Notes 
throughout By Thomas Park, F. S. A. 
Handsomely printed in Ten Volumes, royal 
4lo. 3L 3s. each. 

LORD SOMERS' TRACTS. 
A new Edition, with valuable Notes and 
Additions. By Walter Scott, Esq. 13 
Vol. royal 4to. 31. Ss. owk. 



TYPOGRAPHICAL ANTIQUITIES; 

Or, the History of Printing in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland: containing' Memoirs of oiir 
ancient Printers, and a Register of the Books 
printed by them. Begun by the late Joseph 
Ames, F. R. and S. A. S. considen^bly aug- 
mented by William Herbert, of Cheshnnt, 
Herts; and now greatly enlarged, with curious 
Notes, and illustrated with numerous Portraits, 
Wood-cuts, aud other appropriate Engraviifgs; 
comprehendin.^ the History of English Lite- 
rature, and a View of the Progress of the Art 
of Engraving in Great Brilain. By the Rev. 
Thomas Frognall Dibdin. Vols. T. and 
II. handsomely printed in 4to. containing 
more than Two Hundred curious Copper- 
plates and Wood^cuts, 31. 13s. 6d. each Vol. 

•♦• A List of additional Subscribers, whose 
names shall be received by the Publisher in timet, 
will be fixed to the third Volume, which is now in 
the press, and will certainly be published in MAY. 

BIBLIOTHECA SPENCERIANA. 
A Descriptive Catalogue of the early prinl6d 
Books and of many important first Editions in 
the Library of George John Earl Spencer, K.G. 
&c. &c. &c. Accompanied with numerous 
Cuts of Fao-Similes and appropriate Embel- 
lishments. By the Rev. T. P. Diboin. 3 
vol. super-royal octavo. 151. 15s. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DECAMERON; 

Or, Ten Days Pleasant Discourse upon tht 
Early State of the Fine Arts, Ancient and Mo- 
dem, Typography, and Bibliography, Embel- 
lished with numerous Engravings. By the 
Author of Bibliomania, a Bibliographical 
Romance. To be printed in the first style of 
elegance, by Bulmer, in 2 vol. royal 8vo.— In 
the Pfess. \ 

^ VISION ot PIERS PLOUHMAN. 
Printed from MSS. of higher Antiquity than 
any which have yet been collated, and formin? 
a Text almost entirely diflTerent from that of 
Crowley. Together with a prefatory Disser- 
tation; a Paraphrase, Glossary, and Notes 
ByT. D. Whitaker,LL.D. F.S.A. Vicar 
of Whaley, Lancashire. Handsomely printed 
in 4to. black letter. 101. 10s. 

EPOCHS of the ARTS; 

Including Hints on the Use and Progress of 
Painting and Sculpture in Great Britain. By 
Prince Hoare, Esq. Secretary to the Royal 
Academy. 8vo. 15s. 

The ARTIST. 
A Series of Essays, relative to Painting, 
Poetry, Sculpture, Architecture, the Drama, 
Discoveries in Science, &c. Edited b v Pr incs 
Hoare, Esq. Secretary to the niyal Aca- 
demy. In 2 vol. 4to. ^2. 2s. 

ANCIENT MARBLES. 

A Description of the ColUction of Ancient 
Marbles in the BritUh Museum, Containuir 
Twenty-Eight Engravings. Pari. L 410. 
Il.5fc 
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•nw HISTORIC GALLERY 

Cf Portraits and Paintings ; or, Graphic 
Imitatiom of thejinest Specimens cf- Arty an- 
eietU and modem ; with Descfiptiuns and Re> 
marks, Biog^rmphical, Critical, and Explana- 
tory. Containing more than 500 outline En* 
gravings, executed with pecnliar l^iste and 
Spirit, in Seven Volames, 8vo. IL 4s. «acb. 

RUSSIA. 

A Series of Splendidly Coloured Plates, illus- 
trative of the Costonis, Manners, Reli^ous 
Ceremonies, Costumes, Decorations, &c. of 
the Russian Empire; Engraved from the 
celebrated Drawings of Muller, made at the 
desire of the late Empress, accompanied with 
interesting Descriptions in French and Eng- 
lish. Beaotifull jT printed in imperial 4to. (73 
Plates) 81. 88. 

A few Copies may be had of 

The Costume of China. By W. Alexander, 
Esq. (Draftsman to JSarl Macartney's Em- 
bassy,) 50 Engravings, 61. 6s. 

Costume of Turkey, (60 Engravings,) 81. 8s. 

The Costume of Great Britain, (60 do.) 91. 

The Costume of Austria, (.50 ditto) 61. db. 

The Costume of China, by Col. Mason, (60 
ditto) 61. 6s. 

The PunirfimenU of China, (22 ditto) 
SI. iSs. 6d. 

ABYSSINIA. 

Twenty^our large Vietos of Arabia, Abyssi- 
^tia, Egyptf ^, Executed from the Drawings 
of Henry Salt, Esq. Engraved and Colour- 
ed nniformly with Daniels* OrienUl Scenery. 

«ri. 6s. 

TUs Work, wMeh is an indispensiible companion 
to Lorrt Valentia's and to Mr. SALT'S own Travels, 
frteentlg published) forms alto an interpsting Num- 
ber of the delightfal Series of Oriental Scenery by 
If r. DANIEL. The Engravings («4 inches by 18) 
v executed in the same aise and manner. 



LIFE of MICHAEL AN6EI4O. 

Comprising his Lellers, Poetry, &o. Also b 
critical Disquisition on his Merit as a Sculp- 
tor, a Painter, an Architect, and a Poet. By 
R. DuppA, Esq. Second Edition, wilhFiftjr 
Engravings. Imperial 4to. 31. 13s. 6d. 

GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE. 

Essay on the Origin, Principles, and History 
of Gothic Architecture. By Sir James Hai.!., 
Bart. F. R. & S. E. Handsomely printed by 
Bulmer, in Imperial 4to. with Sixty Platei, 
51. 5s. 

The COSTUME of the ANCIENTS. 

Illustrated in a Series of Three Hundred En- 
gravings, selected from the finest Specimens 
of Art, with a Descriptive Introduction. By 
Thomas Hope. Elegantly printed in Tw« 
Volumes, royal 8vo. 2l. 2s. 
A few large paper Copies, in 2 vol. royal 4to. 51. 5a. 

MODERN COSTUME 

(}f Russia, Austriaf China, Er^hmd, artd 
Turkey. Picturesque Representations of the 
Dress and Manners of these Nations; Illus- 
trated by Two Hundred and Seventy- 
Foun Engravings, coloured from the Original 
drawings, with interesting Descriptions of 
each. Handsomely printed in 5 vol. Royal 
8vo. 151.15s. 

TERRA COTTAS. 

Description of the Ancient Terra Cottasi^ the 
British Museum. Engraved on Forty Plates. 
Containing Eighty Subjects, with an Account 
of each, and an Introduction. By TatloB 
Combe, E8q.4to. 11. lis. 6d. 
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